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PREFACE. 



XhE Work of Colonel Ehwald upon Li^t 
Troops is well known, and highly confidered in 
the military country of Germany. The author 
ferved with diftinftion in the revolutionary war 
of America, in the Heilian troops in Britifh pay; 

« 

and has fince commanded a light corps in the 
ibrvicc of His Daniih Majefty. 

The excellent precepts which he lays down 
for the conduft of fuch troops, in the various 
circumilances of the petite guerre, are exem* 
plified from the celebrated occurrences of the 
feven years war, the American, and other caro* 
paigns. 

The application of ufeful leflbns to events 
which have aftually happened, and are extremely 
interefting, holds them up in a clear point of 
view to the underflanding, and fixes them deep 
in the memory. 
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The tranflator therefore flatters himfelf that 
the following Treatife cannot fail to prove ufeful 
to the Britifh army. 

It has been thought neceflary to omit the part 
of this work which treated of manoeuvres, as 
they were all old and now no more praftifed in 
Germany; it would only have increafed the 
bulk and price of the volume, and have been 
likely to miflead young officers : the movements 
for light infantry, which the author recommends, 
are all to be found in the Rules and Regula- 
tions; and what is peculiar to riflemen, is more 
in detail in Colonel Rothem burg's work. 

The charts of the feven years war, efpecially 
that by Moller, of the Wetterau, are recom- 
mended by the author to elucidate the exam- 
ples which he produces for infl,ru6lion. 
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CHAPTER I. 

OF THE FORMATION OF A LIGHT COEP8. 



SECTION L 

In order to obviate the Inconveniences which 

muji arife from a Want of Light Troops^ it 

Would be advantageous for an Arrm) that the 

Troops of the Line Jhould be inJiruEted to per* 

form the Duties of Light Troops. 



« 

XN a military fyftem where it is wifhed that 
light troops ihould be made left neceflary, the 
only way would be to inftruft the troops of the 
line to perform thofe particular duties. Armies 
would then be better fecured againft attacks 
from the enemy^ and the moil arduous enter- 
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prifes would feldomer fail, than when entrufted 
to light corps raifed generally in a hurry, at the 
beginning of a war, and compofed frequently 
of the dregs of the human race, upon whom no 
dependence can be placed on account of the 
frequent defertions which never fail to happen 
alnong them after unfuccefsful events, or towards 
the end of a campaign. Why fliould not the 
troops of the line be taught and praftife the 
fame duties, being (as they are) made up of the 
fame fort of men, and cloathed and armed alike? 
the difference of the name alone cannot confti- 
tute a different kind of troops. 

This duty ought not to be performed by de- 
tachments, but by whole regiments, battalions, 
or fquadrons, which ihould be relieved after 
two or three months of that harraffmg duty ; 
the foldier of the line would thereby become 
more hardy, and what feldom happens to him, 
except in a battle or engagement, he would 
often fee the enemy, and accuflom himfelf to 
that fight. Thus, an army would be formed, 
calculated to cope with any nation, capable of 
fighting after any manner, and in a pitched 
battle it would not be deprived of a confiderable 
proportion of its numbers. The officer, who 
would find in the performance of this duty daily 
Opportunities to diflinguilh himfelf and acquire 
reputation, would eagerly apply to the ftudy of 

the 
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the petite guerre. A number of good officers 
would thus be reared, and the General would 
no more be at a lofs (as it is but too often the 
cafe at prefent) where to find in critical circum- 
ftances a field officer equal to a difficult under- 
taking. 

A light company and a light troop might be 
added to the regiments of infantry and cavalry ; 
the only difference in the arms would be in 
a rifle with a long bayonet, for the light com- 
panies, and the light troops would be mounted 
upon light horfes and wear fabres inftead of 
broad fwords; thefe being lighter, and better 
calculated for cutting. 

The force of thefe companies' can be aug- 
mented in time of war, according to circum- 
ilances, and formed into battalions or fquadron^ 
under the command of field officers qualified 
for that kind of warfare both by ftudy and ex- 
perience. 

In time of peace, at the feafon appointed for 
exercife, thefe companies are every year to be 
formed into battalions, as is the cafe with the 
grenadier companies in Germany ; are to be com- 
manded by capable field officers, and uniformly 
inftrufted; the infpeftion of the whole muft be 
intrufl:ed to one of thefe field officers. During 
the feafon ftf exercife an example of all the dif- 
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ferent occurrences which can happen in M'^ar 
mull be pra6lifed for the inftruftion of officers 
and non-commiffioned officers; for inftance, how 
an advance, or rear guard, or a patrole is to be 
condu6led; how to a6t on a reconnoitring 
party ; how to make a report of what they have 
been ordered to perform; in what manner to 
take poft with a detachment of infantry or 
cavalry; how to fortify a poft in a ihort time, 
and how to cover it by videttes and centinels, 
how thefe muft be placed, and when the detach* 
ment is too weak to fupply as many fentries as 
the ground requires, in what manner it can be 
fecured againft furprife by patroles. Officers 
and non-commiffioned officers muft receive clear 
inftrudions concerning attacks by furprife and 
ambufcades, in what manner to attack, or carry 
a poft by a coup de mairiy how to defend or attack 
a village, how to make loop-holes in a wall, how 
to fix a petard to a gate (every officer ought to 
jknow how it is to be managed); they muft be 
ta;ught how to find their way in an unkno^vn 
country, and what is the beft manner of be- 
coming acquainted with the nature of a country; 
how to judge with accuracy of the diftance and 
number of troops, how to take every advantage 
againft the enemy, and to praftife all the ftrata- 
gems of wan 
How advantageous it would be for an army 

to 
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to have a body of light troops formed in this 
manner! 200 of them, under an able com- 
mander would perform what in general requires 
a thoufand ; however inconfiderable their num- 
ber, fuch troops would no doubt look without 
fear upon a fuperior number of raw and undif- 
ciplined foldiers, for fuperiority over an enemy 
in the field is acquired rather by the quality 
than the number of men. The Swedes under 
Charles XII. and the Pruffians in the feven years 
war have proved the truth of this affertion. 

The greateft attention muft be paid to com* 
plete thefe light companies at the end of a cam- 
paign, not with deferters or raw recruits, but 
by drafts from the regiments of hardy and well 
made young lads, not lefs than 5 feet 4 inches 
high, as it is praftifed in the Britifli light com- 
panies, and in France in the chaffeur companies. 

Regiments of huffars or light dragoons have 
indeed been raifed in every country, in order to 
have a permanent light cavalry ; and battalions 
of light infantry and riflemen have lately been 
placed upon the regular eftablifhment, for the 
fake of having, at the beginning of a war, a 
number of light troops ready formed ; but thefe 
do not anfwer the purpofe, fmce they do not 
confift entirely of trufty men, upon whofe faith 
the mod implicit confidence can be placed; 
befides, the number of filch light troops is not 

B 8 pro- 
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proportionate to the force of our prefent large 
armies in time of w3,t; therefore, new corps of 
that defcription muft be raifed at the beginning 
of a M^ar. 

I ihall now proceed to deliver my ideas upon 
the compofition which will render a light corps 
ferviceable in war, and upon the kind of inftruc- 
tion neceffar}" for it ; I iliall alfo point out how its 
commander and officers are to a6l in every cir- 
cumfiance. 



SECTION 11. 

Qualifications of Officers ; of Recruitings and 

DyhipUne. 

IN levying fuch corps the commander ought 
never to be fuffered to fell his companies or other 
commiffions, or to difpofe of them for a certain 
number of recruits ; fo^ if he be of a covetous 
difpofition, he will certainly facrifice the good of 
the fervice to his private intereft. 

The abfolute neceffity of light troops is uni- 
verfally acknowledged ; the fafety of an army 
refts upon them ; they are necelTary to its very 
exiftence. Experience proves that an army 
provided with a fufficient body of thefe troops 
under the command of able and enterprifing 
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leaders, enjoys perfe6i fecurity in its camp, while 
another deficient in that refpeft is conftantly 
alarmed and teazed on every fide, befieged iu 
its own camp, and when on a march is perpetu- 
ally harrafled by the enemy. However con- 
vinced of all this, as every body is, yet no atten- 
tion is paid to the choice of officers for thefe 
corps ; profligate and abandoned men are fre- 
quently appointed to them, who, by their vices, 
ignorance, and indolence, muft at lafl; ruin the 
reputation of the corps, while, in fa6i;, they 
ought to be extremely nice about the moral 
charadler of officers, and careful to admit none 
who jare addi6ted to drinking, gambling, or 
women; and indeed how could a man, whofe 
fpirits arc exhaufted by fucHI vicious habits, 
fupport the fatigues of war, and be always vigi- 
lant and alert. 

Indeed military experience alone can give an 
idea of all the qualifications necelfary to render 
an officer fit to ferve in the light troops. He is 
always in prefence of the enemy ; the moft imr 
minent danger muft never make the leaft imprefr 
fion upon him; he muft always remain cooFand 
capable of profiting by every circumftance or 
fault which the enemy may commit ; what the 
general does upop a large fcale, he muft do upon 
a fmall one; how could he indeed^ feparated 
from the army and left to himfelf, recei# di- 
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£t€dons from the general upon his condud, and 
how could the general give him fuch dire6iions 
as would apply to every occurrence, when cir- 
cumflances may change every moment ? Should 
he be thus circumfcribed, how often would he 
lofe the opportunity of executing fome lucky 
coup de main, or perhaps fell into faults which 
might be attended with the moft ferious con- 
lequences for the army ? How many inftances 
could be produced, where the ignorance or 
negleft of the commander of an out-poft, or 
reconnoitring party, has been attended with the 
ruin of armies and the lofs of whole provinces ? \ 
nay, I will maintain that the carelefsnefs and ' i 
imfkilfulnefs of an officer of yagers (who, for- I 
tunately for himfelf, loft his life eight days after), j \ 
has been the caufe of the irreparable lofs of ^ \ 
fourteen provinces ; had this officer fent recon- ; 
noitring parties up the banks of the Delaware, « 
as he ought to have done, the approach of • 
General Waihington muft have been difcovered, ; 
and the attack of Trainton would have proved i 
fetal to the Americans. 

I flatter myfelf to have clearly proved the 
neceffity of ^pointing able officers to the light 
troops ; in Ihort, thefe corps require the cleaneft, 
beft behaved, truftieft, moft aftive, capable and 
brave officers, who joyfully embrace this kind 
of warfere^ defpifing danger, renouncing eafe 

and 
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and comfort, and fubmitting with pleafure to 
the fatigues and hardfliips of war. 

The commander of fuch a corps can, there- 
fore, never be too ftri6l ; he muft from the firft 
day of its formation communicate his iutentioni 
to the officers, that he will be happy to find op-^ 
portunities of ferving them, but that in the mean 
time he requefts their implicit obedience to his 
orders, in return for which he will place the 
greateft confidence in them ; he mufi: reprefent 
to them how neceflary it is that the efforts of 
every one ihould be applied to the common ad-* 
vantage; he mufl;, from the firft moment, take 
notice of the moft trifling irregularity; he will 
give ftri6l orders to the officers that they are 
never to be abfent from their companies without 
his leave, and he will never permit any to be 
abfent a minute from exercife. He will give 
them to underftand that they are henceforth to 
confider the corps as their home, and to look 
upon their duties as their only paftime and 
amufement. He is never to fuffer any rioting 
or gambling among them, for their future con- 
du6l will depend much upon the leflbns which 
they receive at firft. Such a commander muft 
alfo 2i6t as liberally with his officers as his cir- 
cumftances will admit; he muftinvite them often 
to his table, to have opportunities to become ac-^ 
quainted Arith their difpofition, and to gain their 

con- 
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fidence; *but he ought to behave with decorum^ 
and avoid that familiarity which too much wine 
occafions, and which always ends in contempt. 
He muft try to corre6l, or at leaft conceal his 
faults, fo as not to lofe the refpe6l which is due 
to him. Is he obliged to punilh an officer ? he 
muft be very cautious not to offend him by^ 
harih language, for nothing can be more dif- 
treffing to a man of honour than to be hurt in 
his feelings by one from whom he cannot de- 
mand fatisfaftion ; he will in this cafe aiTure the 
officer whom he is obliged to punifh, that he is 
very forry to be under that neceffity, and hopes 
it will be the firft and laft time; he muft always 
fliow the greateft impartiality in his puniihments, 
as a contrary conduft is fure to create hatred; 
all his aftions muft in faft be calculated to ob- 
tain the love of his officers, and make them 
confider themfelves as happy to be under his 
command. 

It will alfo be neceffary at the formation of 
fuch a corps to get from the line a proportion of 
trufty non-commiffioned officers and men, in order 
to forward the inftruftion of the recruits; but 
thefe draughts ought to confift of faithful, aftive, 
and brave young men, and none of thofe old, 
worn out, ill-behaved and ill-natured fellows, as 
is in general the cafe ; becaufe the regiments of 
the line feize fuch opportunities to get rid of 

their 
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their worft men. At the formation of fuch a 
corps the commander ought alfo to pay fomc 
attention to the kind of recruits, and not admit 
improper fubjei^s in order to be completed a littl^ 
fooner. 

If the circumftances admit of being nice in 
the choice of men, it will be proper to pay at- 
tention to the profeffion of the recruits that 
offer, as well as to their age and fize; no print- 
ers, bookbinders, taylors, ftioemakers, or weavers, 
fhould be enlifted, as from their bufinefs they 
contraft habits of effeminacy, and are unable to 
fupport the fatigues of war; none fhould be re- 
ceived who are under 5 feet 4 inches high, or 
above 30 years of age; between l6 and 30 man 
is in the bloom of life, and fit to endure all the 
hardlhips of war, and when it comes to clofe 
quarters a well-proportioned man from 5 feet 7 
to 10 inches is preferable to one of a lefs fize, 
becaufe he can reach farther with his weapons. 
Old foldiers are not to be fought after : I was 
perfuaded of the contrary when I raifed in the 
Heffian fervice one of the two firfl: rifle compa- 
nies which were to ferve in America ; but how 
foon was I made fenfible of my mifiake in the 
firft campaign ; the young men ftood perfeftly 
the climate and every hardfliip, while the old 
foldiers, whofe confl:itution had already been im- 
paired by former campaigns, were foon laid up, 

and 
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and fent to the hofpital, and I remarked alfo 
that young men were more to be depended upoii 
either in attack or defence; for being engaged 
with my company for the firft time the day after 
our landing in the province of New York, I had 
the misfortune while reconnoitring to be com- 
pletely furrounded by a far fuperior number 
' of riflemen ; my old foldiers were the firft who 
perceived our fituation, and I was forfaken by 
many of them, but the young lads flood by me 
in the innocence of their hearts, and to them I 
owed the prefervation of myfelf and my party 
excepting two who were taken prifoners. 

The fevereft difcipline muft be eftabliflied in 
fuch a corps from the firft moment; for a com- 
manding ofiicer can never be too ftrift with men 
colIeAed from all corners of the world ; no fault, 
however trifling, ought to be overlooked. 

When men are accuftomed to ftri6l difcipline, 
punifliment becomes lefs neceflary. Rewards 
and punifhments in fuch corps muft be in the 
extreme ; thofe who behave well or diftinguilh 
themfelves muft be publicly praifed and encou- 
raged by rewards and promotion, the difobe- 
dient muft be punifhed in the moft exemplary 
manner; efpecially fuch as are not watchful on 
duty, drunkards, gamblers, and plunderers, who 
rob and ufe ill the inhabitants of the country. 

The beft way with fuch hardened finners would 

be. 
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be, after conviftion of their crimes, to ftrip them 
naked to the ihirt, iliave their heads, and turn 
them out in the mod ihameful manner before 
the front of the whole corps; punifliments of 
this fort make a deeper impreffion than the fe- 
vereft corporal ones; I was only once obliged 
to ufe it, before our departure for America, and 
the effedl was fuch that for fome time after, I had 
no punifhment at all to infli6l. 

It is an error to believe that you will gain the 
love of the foldiers by fhewing a culpable indul- 
gence to them at the expence of the poor pea- 
fants, who have already too much to fufFer from 
war; by no means! The foldier will try every 
thing, if a crime be once overlooked, he will 
truft to your weaknefs, and exceffes of every 
kind will grow fo frequent that the honor of the 
corps and the corps itfelf muft be ruined ; the 
enraged inhabitants of the country, in order to 
revenge their fufFerings, will feize every oppor- 
tunity to betray you to the enemy, and this alone 
may be attended with the moft ferious confe- 
* quences, while by difcipline and good behaviour 
friends may be made even in an enemy's country. 
Before I conclude this fedion, I ihall propofe 
tr method which will perhaps be found the beft, 
to put a (lop to defertion, which is in general 
fo frequent with fuch corps, and is not confidered 
as ferioufly as it ought to. be. A.deferter is par- 
doned 
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doned after going over to the enemy two of 
three times with his arms and accoutrements, 
of which he has robbed his fovereign or his cap- 
tain, and he is received with pleafure if he bring 
with him other arms from the enemy ; nay, 
I have known an inftance where a fentry de- 
ferring from his poll was pardoned becaufe he 
came back, when if the enemy had profited by 
the circumftance it would have been the ruin of 
the corps, and perhaps of the whole army. 

With men who have enlifted of their own 
accord, commanding officers have of courfe an 
undoubted right to punifli defertion feverely, 
which may prove of the mod dangerous confe- 
quence at out-pofts. In my opinion this praftice 
(fo frequent with light troops that nothing is 
thought of it) could be eafily flopped by marking 
a gallows upon the foreheads of fuch as arc 
caught, with a red hot iron, and then fend- 
ing them back to the enemy ; the fear of infamy 
will more eifeftually prevent crimes than that of 
death; this punifhment may alfo be ufed againft 
thofe who are guilty of barbarity towards the 
country people, of which I could relate fuch 
ihocking inftances, that it would make every 
friend of humanity Ihudder, and would difgracf 
human nature, 

Notwithftanding the feverity of difcipline, you 
ihould convince the foldiers that you love them ; 

the 
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the greatcft care muft be taken to procure for 
them punftually what they have a right to ex- 
peft, and that they never fuiFer from the felfifli- 
nefe of their captain (which muft be feverely 
puniflied), they muft feel that they are fuffered 
to enjoy all the good which can be allowed them, 
and the commanding officer muft ihow himfelf 
perfeftly difinterefted in all his tranfadions ; by 
fuch condu6i; he will find himfelf able to execute 
any thing with his men, and if by his good be- 
haviour, addrefs, and courage he have once 
gained the confidence of his inferiors, he may 
depend upon them in all fituations ; but he muft 
not permit grumbling either among officers or 
foldiers^ however harraffing the duty may be. 



SECTION III. 

Of the Strength of a Light Co7^ps. 

IN order to render fuch a corps ufeful, it mujQt 
be compofed of infantry and cavalry, as the 
mutual fupport of thefe two arms greatly in- 
creafes their ftrength. 

Such a corps ought not to be under 1 200 or 
^t leaft 1000 ftrong, but it would be a faulty on 

the 
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the other fide, to make it much ftronger, for in- 
fiance to augment it to 2 or 3 thoufand; becaufe 
officers, capable of leading fuch corps, as they 
ought to be, are rare in any army ; but fliould 
it be lefs numerous than we have propofed, i|; 
would be impoffible for its* commander to per- 
form important and brilliant a6i;ion$, becaufe 
fuch a corps, being daily engaged with the 
enemy, muft of courfe get weaker every day, 
and Ihould it by any unfortunate accident fuffer 
a confiderable lofs, it would at once be made in- 
capable of ferving actively for the remainder of 
the campaign. I have feen during the American 
war that feveral Fritiih light corps of 6 or 700 
men, were, at the end of a fatiguing campaign, 
reduced to lefs than half their number adually 
under arms; and my own experience has fhown 
me, that a detachment of which I had the com- 
mand in the campaign in Virginia, confifting 
of 125 riflemen, the two flank companies of an 
Englifli regiment of 50 men each and 30 horfe, 
was, at the end of the campaign, reduced to 6o 
men fit for fervice ; and out of the 1 25 Heffian 
and Anfpach riflemen I could mufter no more 
than 20 under arms on the day that York town 
capitulated. This will prove the impropriety 
of fending weak corps or detachments to a dif- 
tance from the army, where they cannot be 
relieved. 

The 
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Trhe half or at lead a third muft be cavalry; 
to that fomething may be undertaken with it 
alone, if that be found neceffary. It would alfo 
be advantageous if the infantry of a light corps 
were mounted; fmall and ftrong horfes of a low 
price might be bought for them. Their appear- 
ance and ufe would then be the fame as that of 
dragoons at their firft eftablifliment, when it was 
intended to remove expeditioufly the flower of 
the infantry from one place to another. 

What is in fa6l the ufe of a light corps but 
to move rapidly, to find out the enemy and 
teazing him to night in one place, get the dif- 
ta;ice of ten or twelve leagues from him by next 
morning ? Thus cavalry would never be obliged 
to a6i without its infantry in a coup de mam^ 
which requires expedition, and fuch a corps 
would be able to undertake any thing, and ef- 
pecially in an uneven and woody country could 
conftantly and unexpededly harrafs the enemy 
in ev^ry dire6lion. If threatened by a fuperior 
force, fuch a corps could efcape by the rapidity 
of its motions, and in order to fave the cavalry, 
the infantry would never be facrificed to the 
enemy; it could crofs any river, and might 
attempt to carry even fortified towns of the fe- 
cond order. 

I fliall introduce here a fketch of the formation 
offuchacorpSt 

C Two 
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Two companies of foot riflemen, each c6m- 
pofed of 

1 Captain, 

1 Firft Lieutenant, 

2 Second Lieutenants^ 
2 Bugle horns, 

20 Non-commiflioned officers ; called 

overjagers, the moft capable among them will 

have charge of the Company's Roller, another 

will be Fourier*y and a third Captain of Arms^ 

200 Privates. 

Thus 10 men will form a fquad, the force of 
the company will be !226„ and both companies 
452 ftrong. Such a company can perform a 
great deal of adual fervice before it grows fa 
weak as to be incapable of a6ling with efficacy. 
The eldeft captain of the two ought to be of 
known capacity and courage. 

Two companies of light infantry 
1 Captain, 

1 Firft Lieutenant, 

2 Second Lieutenants, 
J Serjeant, 

1 Captain of Arms, 
l6 Corporals, 

2 Bugle horns, (whom I would give alio 

* The employment of Fourier anfwers to that of pay fer- 
jeant. 

to 
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to thefe light companies, in order to accuftom 
the whole corps to obey the founds, as well as 
the voice, and becaufe this inftrumentis prefer- 
able to any other in the field, as it may be dif- 
tin6lly heard at the diftance of three miles) and 
200 Privates. 
The whole of the hght infantry would thus 

be 304. 

Two fquadrons of light horfe. 

1 V Captain, 

1 Firft Lieutenant, 

3 Second Lieutenants, 

3 Trumpeters, 

3 Serjeants, 

1 Quarter Matter, 

l6 Corporals, 

0,00 Privates. 

The two fquadrons 456 efFe6live. 

The commander and two field oflScers arc 
enough for fuch a corps, but one of the latter 
ought to have previoufly ferved in the ca- 
valry in order to take the command of the two 
fquadrons. For although a good officer, who 
has fufficiently ftudied his profeffion, will cer- 
tainly be able to lead in a proper manner both 
infantry and cavalry; yet the interior duties 
cannot be perfeftly known in their detail but 
by an officer who has ferved in both. The 
officers of the two fquadrons ought to have 

C 2 ferved 



( 20 ) 

ferved in the cavalry, and the officers of the 
four companies in the infantrj^ that the men 
may be properly trained, and the interior duty 
pundually attended to. 

By adding to the corps an auditeur,* a clergy- 
man, a quarter matter, a furgeon and Q mates, 
a waggon mafter, a gun-fmith, a farrier, who 
muft underftand the veterinary art, a bugle horn 
major, a provoft, and fix good carpenters, who 
will prove very ufeful in the fortifying of a poft, 
the whole corps will mufter 1381. 

It will be very important to procure proper 
furgeon's mates; and the furgeon himfelf muft 
be not only a man of profeffional refpe6lability, 
but humane and zealous; as through the want 
of fuch (]ualifications many a good foldier who 
happens to be wounded may lofe his limbs or 
life. And it is to be wiflied that the fovereign 
would at the end of a war allow to the regi- 
mental furgcons, and phyficians of the military 
hofpitals, a certain fum for every man either 
feverely wounded ordangeroufly ill, whofe limbs, 
health, or life have been prefer ved by their ikill 
and attention; it would be an encouragement 
to them, and probably fave many a poor foldier. 
The Sovereign would be amply recompenfed for 

• The charge of an auditeur anfwers to that of judge ad- 
vocate. 

additional 
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this additional expence by the prefervation of his 
fubjefts and of his brave foldiers. 

With regard to the pay of thefe corps, I have 
to obfervc, that the riflemen and the light in- 
fantry, as well as the light horfe, ought to 
receive the fame; they Hve and aft together, and 
a difference of pay in the fame corps, create* 
only difcontent. 



SECTION IV. 
Of the Clothing and Arms of a Ught Corps. 

GREEN is undoubtedly the beft and mod 
convenient colour for light troops, as it is lefs 
feen at a diftance, and not at all in woods. If 
I had the choice of the clothing and equipment 
of fuch a corps, I would give them a green jacket 
with black capes and cuffs, it fliould be made 
to button the whole length of the body ; a green 
waiftcoat with fleeves, calculated to do duty in 
during the fummer. — This drefs, with a little 
repair, might ferve for two years, as the foldier 
would not wear his coat more than fixteen 
months during that period. 

Inftead of breeches I would make life of the 
l^ngliih trowfers, which anfwer at once the pur- 
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pofe of breeches and gaiters ; only I would have 
them made fufficiently wide about the calf of 
the leg and the knee to allow the man to march 
with eafe; this Avould fave the expence of ftock- 
ings ; and thus the foldier will have lefs to carry 
in hisknapfack, beiides the fa ving of garters and 
knee buckles, two very inconvenient articles, 
efpecially when the men muft remain dreffed day 
and night. Trowfers of grey linen ought to be 
worn in fummer, and grey cloth in winter. 

For head drefs I would recommend a plain 
well cocked hat with a cockade. Many give 
the preference to a round hat, but I am not of 
that opinion ; becaufe round hats are more liable 
to be blown off by the wind, and give a rob- 
ber-hke appearance to the foldier : befides in 
.rainy weather the men pull them fo low over 
their ears, that they become very improper for 
fentries. I remember upon this fubjeft, that in 
the firft campaign, in the province of Jerfey 
during the American war, as I was on a patrole, 
with the then Captain Von Wraeden, we met, 
in very rainy and windy weather, with a party 
of Americans; their advanced guard had their 
faces' "fb concealed under their round hats, that 
they never perceived our advanced guard before 
they were feized by them and made prifoners. 
Since that tifiie I have been thoroughly cour 
vinced that the foldier ought to preferve his 

fight 
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fight free ; and if it rain very hard, he can let 
doM'n the back flap of his hat, and thus keep his 
head and neck dry. 

As Hght troops are not allowed to have tehts^ 
and are conilantly expofed to the weather, it is 
proper to give a great coat or blanket to every 
man in the corps to cover himfelf with during 
th6 night; in rainy or very cold weather he caa 
ufe the blanket as a great coat ; on a march or on 
fentry it will alfo be of fervice to preferve his 
firelock from the wet. 

A rifleman is armed with a rifle, a fliort cut- 
lafs fupported by a black or brown belt worn 
acrofs the flioulders; and a pouch with a belt of 
the fame colour as the firft. 

The light infantry companies muft be pro- 
vided with good mufquets, triangular bayonets, 
and a pouch as the riflemen. I would not give 
them fide arms, as fuperfluous for a man who 
muft fight with his bayonet; they are befides in- 
convenient for marching, augment the expence, 
and are dangerous in quarrels. 

Both fquadrons of cavalry muft be mounted 
and armed as light as huflfars, with the only dif- 
ference of a light mufquet and a long bayonet 
inftead of a carbine, fo that thev may be able to 
fight on foot if neceflary. 

There ought to be in each fquadron twenty- 
five good ihots^ armed with rifles inftead of muf- 
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quels, they will prove very ufeful on advance 
and rear guards, or fkirmifhes; they can alfo be 
ufed to great advantage when a poll or paflage 
Xfiuft be expeditioufly carried by cavalry, and re- 
quires to be obftinately defended. 

Every fquad, of ten men and a corporal in the 
cavalry, as well as the infantry, ought to carry 
conftantly with them 3 fliovels, 2 pickaxes, au 
axe, and 2 hatchets; in order to be always able 
to fortify a poft when neceffary. 

Many fenfible men are of opinion, that fuch 
corps ought to have fonie light field pieces; 
but I will maintain, that as the fuccefs of the 
operations of thefe troops depends upon the ra- 
pidity of their movements, artillery would be 
more cumberfome than ufeful. I would rather 
recommend a few petards to be carried, which 
are better adapted to knock down gates or old 
walls than two pounders, and can be eafily 
tianfported upon bit horfes, in the moll rugged 
country. I ihall hereafter treat fully of this, 
inllrument, and acquaint young officers with it^ 
yfe and management. 
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SECTION V. 

Of the Baggage of a Light Corps. 

ALTHOUGH light corps ought to have left 
baggage than others, it will be found that the 
contrary practice has prevailed among them; 
for by frequent captures from the enemy, the 
officers can procure horfes and other articles 
much eafier and cheaper than thofe of other 
corps, and the quantity of fuperfluous horfes and 
fervants, which they keep, will frequently oblige 
them to quit a poft for want of proviGons and 
forage. 

For my part I cannot conceive how generals 
permit the officers of their armies to have fuch 
a mbnllrous number of fervants and horfes. If 
this abufe were corredted, how much longer 
would an army be able to keep the field ! How 
often has a corps or an army been obliged to 
quit the beft pofition, through want of forage 1 
by taking from thefe gentlemen the opportunity 
of diverting themfelves with riding, they would 
be obliged to look to their corps or regiment 
for amufement; it would alfo diminifh the incon- 
venience refulting from the eittravagant quantity 
of baggage, which takes away fo many mea 
ffom their duty; for as officers cannot maintain 

fo 
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fo many fervants as the quantity of their bag- 
gage requires, they mull employ foldiers for this 
pui-pofe; a field officer wiil fometimes take three 
or four, a captain two at leaft, and the fubaltern 
one, to attend upon their baggage. Let us 
reckon at the rate of fix or eight men from each 
company, and wo fliall fee that the general will 
thereby have feveral thoufand men lefs on the * 
day of battle ; it is alfo to be remarked that the 
men employed by the officers are in general the 
beft and truftieft; and to have 2000 of the beft 
foldiers more or lefs on the day of aftion is cer- 
tainly no trifling matter. 

Another abufe will alfo refult from the firft, 
namely, that a captain will frequently promote 
to the rank of non-commiffioned officers thofe 
men who have ferved him faithfully; I have 
even feen people of that defcription made officers 
to the great injury of the fervice; for as/uch 
men have frequently, during whole years, had 
nothing to do but to attend upon the captain, they 
know nothing about duty, and thus the regiment 
or corps is filled with the worfl; non-commif- 
fioned officers, who are not refpeded by tha 
foldier: and the befl; men feeing by fuch injuf- 
tice that good conduft is no recommendation, 
become difcontented and difheartened. Why 
iliould not an officer, who is well fed, whofe 
drefs is light, and who carries nothing about 

him 
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him but his fword, have as much ftrength as 
the common foldier and be as able as he to 
perform a march upon his feet ? confider alfo, 
that thofe among the officers who are fond of 
fliooting, M^ill, for whole days together, remain 
on their legs, and endure, without complaining, 
the hardfhips infeparable from that diverfion, 
but to march with the regiment, that they can* 
not. And why? becaufe it is not cuftomary. 
In the wars in America who gives horfes to the 
Englilh and French officers? From the colonel 
downwards every one muft perform his duty on 
foot. I have heard Sir William Howe fay fre- 
quently, that during the feven years war while 
he commanded, as a colonel, the Britilh light 
infantry in America, he had always carried him- 
felf his own blanket and canteen, and marched 
on foot My own experience has taught me, 
during the American war, that an officer can 
live without horfes, and all this depends upon 
prejudice or cuftom; it was thought very hard 
at firft and even difgraceful for an officer; I was 
myfelf of that opinion, but as it could not be 
Dtherwife, we were forced to fubmit, and by 
degrees attached our pride to marching on foot, 
as well as the common foldier. - During the 
whole American war, I recoiled only one officer 
who a6lually died of extreme fatigue on a march 
jsxpofed to the burning fun; while I have feen 
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a great number of men lofe their lives in that 
manner : from which it may be eafily con- 
cluded^ that the officer who fares better and ha* 
not overftrained his ftrength in his youth is able 
to fupport more hardfhips than the common 
foldier. As this would be advantageous to the 
Sovereign, he could give the officers their rations 
in money, that they might not buffer by this 
regulation, for their pay in every country is fo 
low as not to admit of redu6lion. 

I will point out here the quantity of baggage 
which a light corps ought to have, and which 
would be fufficient for any part of the globe. 

Commanding officer, 2 faddle and 2 fervants' 
horfes, 2 b^t horfes, a fervant, a cook, a groom, 
and a bit man. 

The field officer of the cavalry, — 2 faddle 
horfes, 1 for a fervant, 2 bit horfes, a fervant, 
a groom and hkt man. 

The captain of a troop, — 2 faddle horfes, a fer- 
vant's and a bc\t horfe, a fervant, a groom, and 
bit man. 

For a Lieutenant, — 2 faddle horfes. 

The four officers of each fquadron,— 2 mounted 
valets, and 2 bit horfes and bit men. 

The field officer of the infantry, — 2 faddle 
horfes, 1 for a fervant, and 2 bit horfes, a valet(, 
a fervant, and a bit man. 
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The captain of a company, — a faddlehorfe, 
a bdt horfe, a fervant, and Mt man. 

The firft lieutenant is allowed the fame; and 
the two fub-lieutenants, — 2 faddle horfes, a b&t 
horfe, and 2 valets. 

The auditeur and clergyman,— -2 faddle horfes, 
and a bdt horfe. 

The furgeon and quarter matter have each, 
a faddle and a bdt horfe, and a fervant and 
valet ; 2 bdt horfes more are allowed for medi- 
cine chefts. The waggon mafter, a faddle horfe ; 
and the farrier, a cart with one horfe, fupplied 
by the fovereign. 

Befide thefe horfes, the fovereign may allow 
to each company a bdt horfe and bdt man, to 
afford an opportunity to the officers command- 
ing companies of carrying a few fpare arms 
and fhoes or boots; befides a cart with two 
horfes for ready made cartridges. To prevent 
any abufe, the charge of this cart and company 
bdt horfes muft be given to the waggon mafter. 
As light troops have no tents, of courfe officers 
muft not be allowed to have any tent or field 
bed; a bear or deer fkin, or a blanket befides 
the great coat muft fuffice. 

No officer in the Heffian and Anfpach yagers, 
during the whole of the American war, ever 
carried with him any tent, or bed, table or chair; 
and once ufed to it we did not diflike this hard 
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way of living ; and I do not believe that upon 
an average we had more fick officers than the 
regulars. But the commander muft be the firft 
to give a good example ; and above all the 
greateft attention muft be paid to allow the 
foklier to carry in his knapfack as little as pof- 
fible. A fhirt, a green foraging cap, one pair of 
ftockings, and a few bruflies are fufficient. The 
knapfacks ought to be infpecled every week, and 
every thing fuperfluous indifcriminately burnt. 
But the time for beins: ftricleft is Avhen the men 
have got booty from the enemy ; you muft infift 
upon their felling off the whole inftantly, or elfe 
they will load themfelves like beafts of burthen, 
and be incapable of following the corps. 
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CHAPTER IL 



SECTION I. 

Of the Manual Exercife for Light Infantry 

and Cavalry. 

J—iIGHT corps are in general found to be in- 
differently drilled, and to underftand nothing 
of manoeuvres; their movements are not cor- 
reft ; nay, I have feen feveral which were hardly 
able to face to the right' or left about, or march 
by feftions. 

The principal caufe of this evil is, that thefe 
corps are frequently raifed in too great an hurry, 
and that an improper method is followed at firft. 
The inftru6lion begins according to cuftom 
where it ought to end. 

The whole attention is turned to a ufelefs 
handling of arms and to trifles, while what ii» 
truly ufeful to fuch a corps is forgotten. The 
corps is completed, the infpeflor indulgent, and 
the mufter is pafled; it then proceeds to the 
army, where it firft begins to fee its defe6ls. 

There 
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There are men who pretend to be acquainted 
vith military matters, and who, while they 
are ignorant of the method of training light 
troops, call every thing of this nature ufeleft 
pedantry. They fay that in prefence of the 
enemy all thcfe fchool rules fall to the ground j 
that as light troops muft carry every thing fword 
in hand, or with charged bayonets, why fhould 
they be tormented for nothing ! 

But thefe good folks do not confider that to 
attack an enemy in that manner, a battalion or 
fquadron muft have been previoufly well dif- 
ciplined, fince the force of their fliock depends 
upon good order and compaftnefs. From this 
falle principle attacks and ambufcades are fre- 
quently unfuccefsful, and the confufion arifes 
which prevails fo often in rear-guards, occafion* 
ingafeverelofs, and degenerating fometimes into 
a complete rout Many people falfely imagine, 
that drill and exercife are not neccffary for light 
troojps, becaufe they never are obliged to fight 
a pitched battle in clofe order ; however, fup- 
pofing that a light corps, of which I have feen 
examples during the American war, fhould have 
the good fortune to efcape the bad confcquences 
which may attend want of proper inftru6lion; 
yet furely it would be more fatisfadory for a 
commander, and better deferve the approbation 
of men of fenfe, if he were to difcipline his corps 
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fo as to be calculated for all forts of duties ; 
befides, it looks well, and impreffes even the 
enemy with a certain refpeft, when the appear- 
ance and difcipline of a light corps are equal to 
that of a regiment of the line. The foldier him- 
felf feels a certain confidence and pride from 
the confcioufnefs of his fkill, and is prepared for 
jBvery thing. 

There is alfo another kind of perfons, who are 
appointed. to light corps, becaufe they underftand 
driUing; fuch are of opinion, that when the fol- 
dier is taught to handle fmartly his firelock, 
march well on the parade, and kneel brifkly, the 
objeft is obtained, and the fcience of war cx- 
haufted. Thefe people exercife the whole day, 
torment thej poor foldier until the moment for 
taking the field arrives, and then the whole fci- 
ence of- the commander and his officers confifls 
in the knowledge of marching and the manual 
exercife. Believe me, it is not every one who 
is qualified for inftrufting a light corps in a pro- 
per manner, and is able to lead, it in the field; 
a commander muft have been brought up to it, 
and have been formed by campaigns. 

The orreat mafl:er in the art of war faw that 
light troops mufl; be kept on the peace eftablifh- 
ment, in order to form them, and make the 
moft of them in war. This great king raifed a 
proportionate number of regiments of huffars, 
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augmented the yager corps to two battalions, 
and a Ihort time before his death, he formed 
feveral light infantry regiments : his royal fuc- 
ceffor followed the fame plan, and increafed the 
light infantry to 20 battalions ; thefe are well 
officered, and have men of talents and experi- 
ence at their head. Several powers have lately 
followed the example, augmented their huflars, 
and placed yager battalions upon their eftablifh- 
merit, of * which they will find the advantage at 
the firft war. 

The recruits muft be appointed to the compa- 
nies as foon as enlifted, and begin the drill imme- 
diately, that they may not remain too long idle 
in the recruiting diftrids. 

As foon as the recruit can face to his right 
and left, let him march and wheel for a few days 
in ranks, without arms ; after which, you will 
put the firelock into his hands, teach him the ne- 
ceflary motions, to prime, load, and fire, and 
pra6iife him to fire at the target. You divide 
the companies into two or three platoons, and 
pra6life together thofe who have made equal 
progrefs. The corps may be complete in its ex- 
ercife in the fpace of fix weeks, if the officers and 
non-commiflioned officers do their duty, by dril- 
ling twice a day, three hours at a time ; and 
^when the men are perfeft in the manual, by de- 
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voting the morning to fire at the target, and 
the afternoon to exercife and manoeuvres. 

The cleanlinefs of the foldier muft alfo be at- 
tended to ; for it is neceffary to his comfort and 
health; and even in the field, when labouring 
under the greateft hardfhips, when a minute can 
be fpared, the men muft be ordered to wafli, 
comb their heads, ' and fhift. It muft not be 
thought that it is impoffible to keep the foldier 
clean during a hard campaign ; there is nothing 
impoffible ! give your orders, fupport them with 
fimmefs, and you will fee every obftacle vanifh ; 
it was the favourite principle of Colonel Donop, 
who fell at Redbank in America, and he never 
was difappointed in the application of it. The 
Heffian brigade of grenadiers occupied a winter 
cantonment in New Brunfwick at the beginning 
of 1777 ; they were kept in conftant alarm by 
the Americans, who had become very bold fince 
the affair of Trainton, and were obliged to ftand 
by their arms day and night without taking off 
their clothes. The brigade was quartered by 
companies in wretched and half ruined houfes, 
and had hardly ftraw to lay upon ; however, the 
cleanlinefs of the Heffian grenadiers when they 
came upon duty, was fuch as to attradl the notice 
of the Englifh themfelves, who are naturally 
very clean, and excel all other polifhed nationsi 
in this refpe6t. Nobody knows what the foldier 
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may be ufed to ; accuftom him to what is right, 
and you will obtain every .thing from him. 
During the American war, the detachments and 
detached corps were for a whole campaign with- 
out women, and for whole months with only 
the fliirt they had upon their backs. The Eng- 
lifh foldiers ufed to wafli their fhirts themfelves, 
dried them expeditioufly, and put them on again; 
the German foldiers faw it, and followed the ex- 
ample. We were foon perfuaded, that our linen 
could be wafhed without women, and many of 
Our foldiers continued the fame pra6lice after- 
wards, when they found that it faved their purfe. 

Before f proceed farther, I muft fay, that, in 
my opinion, the infantry of a light corps ought 
to be in two ranks ; for, as thefe corps are fre- 
quently fmgle-handed againft the enemy, it will 
encreafe the front, and it is eafier to march in 
line in two than three ranks through woods and 
buflies ; and the firing by ranks, which I have 
adopted, can be as well praftifed in two as three 
tanks. In an attack with charged bayonets, I 
am convinced, that if the corps drawn up in 
two ranks advances refolutely upon the other in 
three, it will not be worfe off for that rank lefs, 
as the preffure of one upon the other, of which 
the French tafticians fpeak, exifls only in the 
imagination. 

If it were in my power, I would place the 
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(horteft men in the front, and the talleft in the 
fecond rank, becaufe both will fire >vith more 
eafe ; and in an attack with the bayonet, the 
efFeft of this weapon would be greater, as, what 
is loft in this cafe, by the diflance of the feconcj 
rank, would be gained by their fuperior fize and 
the length of their arms ; but if you place the 
fmalleft men in the fecond rank, their bayonets 
cannot do much execution, and thofe of the 
third, none at all, any more than the third rank 
in the cavalry. The American infpeftor ge- 
neral, Van Steuben, introduced this pra^ice in 
General Wafhington's army, and, in fpite of ^^ 
cuftom and prejudice, I did not find it gave a I 
bad appearance ; befides, utility ought to be the 
firft recommendation in war. 



SECTION II. 

Of Flankingy or a8ing in Open Order, or en 

Tirailleur. 

WHEN a certain number of light infantry or 
light horfe fights difperfed, it is called flanking 
fkirmifliing, or ading en tirailleur. This kind 
of fighting requires more training dianany other, 
as the light horfe or yager is generally left to 

D 3 him- 



C 38 ) 

himfelf, and muft follow his own judgment* 
Frequent ufe of calls muft be made, and the men 
well praftifed to obey them, as given with the 
trumpet, bugle, or drum. They muft alfo be 
taught to extend brifkly, form a kind of chain, 
or a half circle, and to occupy without delay 
the whole of fuch ground as may be advanta- 
geous, or which has been pointed out to them. 
Th*ey muft know how to outflank the enemy's 
tirailleurs, and be fo alert and collefted, that 
Should a fingle flanker of the enemy feparate 
from his party, he muft at the fame inftant be 
killed or made prifoner ; and as they frequently 
engage fingly, their bravery muft fometimes be 
temerity, and they muft be good fliots, in order 
to command the refpeft of the enemy. For thefe 
reafons, every yager cannot be employed in this 
kind of duty, and the officers commanding com- 
panies muft of courfe endeavour to know among 
their men fuch as are fit for it. 

Companies muft be divided into feftions of 
flankers, according to individual merit ; for in- 
fiance, the braveft and fitteft non-commiflioned 
officers and men will be called firft flankers, the 
beft after them are called fecond, and the loweft 
clafs will be the third. Although yagers be thus 
picked out for this kind of duty, every yager 
.muft neverthelefs be taught to perform it, as in 
war it frequently happens, that whole companies 
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and whole corps muft be employed to fkirmifh, 
as in reconnoitring, or to conceal a manoeuvre 
from the enemy. 



SECTION III. 

Of Retreating. 

A RETREAT can be performed either in line 
by the whole corps, the light infantry in the cen- 
ter, riflemen on both wings, every platoon hav- 
ing its proportion of flankers detached to the 
rear and flanks, to cover the line, and flcirmifh 
during the retreat ; or by platoons retiring en 
echequier ; thofe which have to make head againft 
the enemy, will alfo fend out their flankers to 
flcirmifli with the enemy, and cover the retreat 
In the firft infiance, flankers muft be relieved 
every hour, for neither the men nor their mulkets 
could ftand it much longer, if the purfuit be 
clofe and obftinate. They fhould be relieved in 
the following manner; every platoon muft be 
previoufly divided into three or four fe6lions ; 
when the firft is to be relieved, the men muft be 
cautioned, that at the word flankers' relief, the 
fecond fe£lion muft inftantly extend, and relieve 
individually every man of the firft feftion, ob- 
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fervitig not to flop the retreat in performing the 
rdief, but proceed in the mean time ; when the 
flankers of the firfl feAion fee that their places 
are occupied, they retire flowly to their platoons, 
and form into fefilion again. In the fecond in- 
fiance, the platoons M^hich are to make head 
againft the enemy, will relieve the flankers of the 
retreating platoons, at the diftance of 1 or 300 
paces, and the flankers of the retreating pla- 
toons mufl: not fall in into their platoons, but a 
Ihort diftance before the fpot where it will be the 
turn of thefe platoons to make head again. The 
diftance between thefe two lines muft depend up- 
on circumftances and upon the ground, the ufual 
diftance is 300 paces. If the flankers be over- 
powered, they muft be inftantly fupported by 
another feftion, efpecially thofe on the flanks, 
who are moft expofed, and who muft be very 
cautious, that the enemy do not outflank and 
cut them offl To prevent this, they ought al- 
ways to form a half circle round each flank. 
Every company fends an oflScer, and every fec- 
tion a non-commiflioned oflScer to the flcirmifh- 
ers ; each line a captain, who muft be on horfe- 
back in the field. In a retreat in line, a captain 
and three fubalterns muft be commanded for 
flcirmiftiing. 

In a woody and bufliy country, the beft way 
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will be to retire by alternate files, without 
flankers, and it can be performed in the bed 
order. 



SECTION IV. \ 
Of Cavalry. 

HAVING been bred in the infantry, I am 
not therefore fufficiently converfant with this 
arm to treat of its details in a fatisfaftory man- 
ner, i muft content myfelf with pointing out 
its principal duties. 

Whatever a light dragoon has to perform on 
horfeback, he muft be taught on foot; after 
which, he muft learn to mount and difmounf 
from his horfe in a regular manner, to keep ereft 
and firm upon his faddle, how to rife in his fiir- 
rups, and cut the enemy : he muft alfo be in* 
ftrufted to cut at a poft with the fabre, and ta 
fire with piftols in trotting and galloping. Ca- 
valry muft be frequently praftifed to wheel by 
four, by half fquadrons, and whole fquadrons. 
Frequent charges of 2000 paces ought to be 
made in full gallop, and the word of command^ 
halt f be given unexpe6ledly, in order to fee 
whether the men be attentive, and can manage 

their 
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their horfes. They mufl alfo be taught to faddle 
and fall in quickly and in good order, in cafe of 
alann, or after having aded as fkirmiihers. 

The riflemen of each fquadron muft be taught 
to fire true on horfeback, and on that account 
ought to have the heft and quieted horfes. 

All the movements of a light corps, either in- 
fantry or cavalry, muft be regulated by the mi- 
litary inftruments, and the men frequently ptac- 
tifed to the different beatings or tunes, in order 
to prevent officers and non-commifficmed offi- 
cers from being obliged to halloo to the men, 
and make a great noife, which muft occafion 
confufion, when circumftances require that no 
time fhould be loft, and fuccefs often depends 
upon feizing the favourable moment 

Should the corps be raifed in the neighbour- 
hood of a navigable river or of a fea port, it 
would be highly proper to praftife the men to 
embark in boats and land, for confufion and 
frequent accidents are fure to take place in this 
cafe, with troops that have not been ufed to it. 
This is in general entrufted to fea officers, who 
care very little how the men get into the boats, 
fo as there be the proper number, which creates 
fuch a confufion on landing, that much time is 
Joft, before a few thoufand men can form pro- 
perly. Great attention muft be paid when em- 
barking, that the men obferve the ftrideft 
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filence ; they muft ftep into the boats by files, 
and remain there in the fame order as in the 
ranks, in order that at the moment of landing 
they may fpring out by files, and form in fuc- 
ceffion on the left of the firft. Should the em- 
barkation take place in the night, the greateft 
care will be required to prevent confufion. 

With cavalry it is to be obferved, that the 
men muft be prevented from obftrufting each 
other ; whei^ the firft man leads his horfe into 
the boat, he muft inftantly. take poft before him, 
the fecond man does the fame to ftie left of the 
firft, the third man follows the firft, and the 
fourth follows the fecond, and fo on till the boat 
be full. As a flat-bottomed boat does not in 
general carry more than 40 or 50 men, or 8 or 
10 horfes, every officer commanding a company 
ought to take care that the boats which have 
his company on board keep together, in order 
that they may land at the fame place. Hiis 
ought to be principally attended to with infan- 
try, as it may happen that they have to land in 
face of the enemy. 

Cavalry muft be ufed to ride their horfes into 
the boats, and to alight there, and lead them to 
the appointed place ; when horfes are once ufed 
to it, the embarkation is foon performed. 

The cavalry of our army in Virginia had be- 
come fo perfect in embarking and difembarking^ 
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by daily occafions on our inarches of palling the 
navigable rivers by which that country is fo 
much interfe6led, and by our frequent expedi- 
tions upon the water, that it was afloniihing how 
cxpeditioufly and regularly they could per- 
.form it. 

I faw an example of the contrary while a pri- 
foner. Two or three hundred of the French 
huflars of the legion de Lauzun had to crofs 
over York River, by Gloucefter, after the fur- 
render of York, and fpent the whole day before 
they could get over. 

As foon as the corps is capable of manoeuvring 
fufficiently, inftead of marching ftraight to and 
from the place of exercife, it ought to be ma- 
TKKUvred all the way, that ne time may be loft. 

All the different manners of breaking and 
forming ought to be praftifed, and the corps 
never go out without detaching advance and 
rear guards, and lateral patroles, and feizing that 
opportunity of inftrufting the officers and non- 
commiffioned officers how to perform thefe du- 
ties in the field. 

The duty of the field ought to be introduced 
in quarters. The place may be occupied in the 
fame manner as if the enemy were near, an 
alarm poft fixed, and officers and non-commif- 
iioned officers taught how to make a patrole. 
Falfe alarms muft now and then be given, both 

day 
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day and night, in order to pra6life the men to 
fall in expeditioufly and in good order. In faft, ^^ 
the commander of the corps mull endeavour to 
give it general notions of the duties of the fields 
that the officers and non-commiffioned officers 
may be in fome degree prepared upon the moft 
important points, previoufly to their taking the 
fields 
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CHAPTER 11. 

OF THE DUTY OP AN OFFICER OF LIGHT 

IXFAXTRY. 



SECTION I. 

How an Officer of Light Infantry ought to a& 

upon a March. 

XjEFORE I treat of the duty of a commander 
of a light corps in the field, I will mention the 
mod important particulars in the duty of an of- 
ficer x)f light infantry and cavalry, for how often 
does it happen in war, that an officer muft z,^ 
according to his own judgment ? He may be 
fent out on patrole, or on along and dangerous 
march, in order to occupy a poft, or relieve 
another : he may be fent out with lateral pa- 
troles, advance and rear guards. 

Before an officer goes off with his detach- 
ment, he ought' to fee if the foldicrs have loaded 
their arms, and if in good order ; whether their 
flints are fail and well fcrewed, their cartridges 
good and properly arranged in the pouch, for 
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this, as I have experienced myfelf, is often neg- 
leded, therefore an officer cannot be too atten- 
tive to this abufe. As foon as he begins his 
march, he ought to keep his detachment toge- 
ther in the greateft order, command his men to 
beiilent, and allow none, except in the greatert 
emergency, to fall out of the ranks. If, on his 
march, he pafs villages, farms, or mills, he can- 
not fufficiently attend to his detachment, even 
if he fhould be fully affured that during hi« 
march, he has nothing to fufpe6l from the 
enemy, for in war \vc ought never to confider 
ourfelves fecure. How often have I met \vith 
the enemy in a place \vhere I had not the leaft 
fufpicion of him, and how many parties are cut 
off during war, owing to the negligence and 
Ignorance of an officer : on the contrary, an of- 
ficer has nothing to apprehend in the greateft 
danger, if he have liis men fully prepared, and 
in the beft order. 

If an officer have reafon to fufpefil that he 
may fall in with the enemy (on whatever ac* 
count he may have been fent out by his com- 
mander), he cannot be too cautious and circum- 
fpeGt. He ought to appoint a non-commiffioned 
officer and a few privates, in proportion to his 
force, to march 50 or 100 paces before him ; and 
another fmall body at the fame diftance on both 
fides, whom he muft order to keep a good loDk- 
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out, fo that nothing may efcape their notice. 
They muft fearch every covered place on the 
road. Should there be a wood in the neigh- 
bourhood, through which the fide flankers are 
to pafs, one or two ought to penetrate quite 
through it, whilft the others remain at the diflance 
of 100 or 150 paces behind, fo that if thofe in 
the wood fhould be carried off by a concealed 
enemy, the latter can run back to report the 
occurrence to their officer. If any hill be near, 
one of them ought to be fent to the top, to ob- 
ferve the country ; or when they meet with cul- 
tivated fields, one ought to pafs through them 
to be afl\ired that no concealed enemy lie within. 
They mufl; condu6l every peafant whom they 
meet to the officer, who ought to queflion him 
upon the following points, viz. what he knows 
of the enemy? Where he is? How fl;rong? 
What kind of troops ? Whether he has artillery 
and baggage ? Whether he is watchful and well 
difciplined, or if his officers ride about the 
country, and if the men are often marauding 
and ftraggling. Should they perceive any dan- 
ger, one mufl: run back, and make a fign with 
his hand to the officer, who fliould immedi- 
ately go to the place, to fee it himfelf. If he 
find that he is a match for the enemy's party, 
and the country favours concealment, he and 
his men ihould lie down upon the ground on the 
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fide of the road : as foon as the enemy's detach- 
ment has pafled them, he mull fall upon it, and if 
infantry, with a loud fliout, thereby confufe it, 
and take it prifoner. In cafe, however, the 
enemy's party be cavalry, and the country be fo 
interfered, that the enemy cannot charge him, 
he muft wait until they come near, call out to 
the leader of the detachment. Halt ! his men 
muft level, and he muft afk them, whether they 
will lofe their lives or alight, and attempt by this 
means to make them prifoners. 

If the enemy be ftrong, and it be impoffible 
to remain concealed, he ftiould endeavour to 
obferve him, and retire, as foon as he thinks he 
has remarked every thing neceifary, to give his 
commander timely notice of all that he liasfeen. 

If an officer of light infantry has the advance 
guard, as it may happen in hilly and interfefted 
countries, he may proceed, with refpeO; to the 
inarch, in the above-mentioned manner, with 
this difference only, that he frequently makes a 
report to his commander of all that he fees ; and 
in this cafe he will do well, to keep at the head 
of the advance guard, in order to obferve 
every thing himfelf. In the night time, when 
the eclaireurs and flankers iliould not advance 
farther than 20 or 30 paces in front, and can- 
not fee far around them, it behoves him and 
his men to obferve the greateft filence, to lie 

E down 



( 50 ) 

dotm often upon the ground, and liften if tbcy 
can difcover any thing. It is almoft incredible,, 
of what ufe we may be to our general, if wc 
employ in fuch inftances^ fuitable circumfpec- 
tion. On a march by night from Wefternover 
to Richmond in Virginia, where I led the ad- 
vance guard of Arnold's corps, and when the 
general could receive no intelligence of the ene- 
my, on account of all the inhabitants of the 
country having fled from their houfes, feven of 
the enemy (one of whom was a major) fell into 
my hands at intervals, in the fpace of two houra: 
all of them had been fcnt with written ordeis. 
from the governoir to the different commanders 
of the militia of the countrv, which threw a 
great light upon his operations* Should an of- 
ficer meet with tlie enemy unawares 10 the night, 
he mud give him a volley, and charge with bayo- 
nets, without troubling himfelf farther about 
his ftrength, whereby the enemy, as. he cannot 
fee the ftrength of his antagonift, will certainly 
be puzzled, and the commander wiU gain time 
to take proper meafures. 

If an officer have the command of a lateral 
patrole, he fhould endeavour to cover that flank 
of the corps on which he marches, againft every 
poffible attack of the enemy. In the day-time 
he may withdraw 300 paces from the main 
body, and fend a non-commiffioned officer with % 
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or 10 men to the diftance of 150 paces from his 
flank, which non-com miffioned officer may alfo de- 
tach two or three men to the fame diftance from 
his flank, who fhould accurately fearch the whole 
country, to fee that no party of the enemy be 
concealed between him and the corps. If there 
be a hill in the neighbourhood, fome ihould 
pafs over it, to obferve the country, and ought 
not (as I have feen lateral patroles do) to remain 
at the foot of it. Should they meet with fmall 
pieces of water, or morafles, they mufl not 
leave them between the corps and themfelves, 
for by this means the lateral patroles might be 
cut off. In general, an officer who is fent with 
a lateral patrole, cannot be too well inftruded by 
his commander, as any careleflnefs or want of 
dexterity, may coft many men. For example, 
the Queen's Rangers and Fergufon's Sharp 
Shooters on their march in Pennfylvania, fome 
hours before the battle of Brandywine River on 
the l6th of September, 1777, fell into an am- 
bufcade, and lofl by a well-dire6led fire of the 
enemy more than 100 men, owing to the negli- 
gence of the lateral patroles. The Englilh firft 
battalion of light infantry met with the fame 
misfortune, on their march from Pennfylvania 
to Avington's Hill. 

Though an officer may not have difcovered 
any thing of the enemy, he ought not however 

E a to 



( w ) 

to forget the neceffary precaution on his return, 
for it might be poflible, that a party of the enemy 
had concealed themfelves in the neighbour- 
hood, in order to cut him off, or attack him 
at that time, . when officers in general are 
more liable to conceive themfelves fecure, and 
confequently will be lefs vigilant. For inftance, 
in the campaign of 1780, in the province of 
New York, I was fent from Philipfburgh to 
Terretown, to procure intelligence of the enemy^ 
and carry off fome of his officers, who were in 
this place at home, and frequently remained in 
their houfes in the night-time; I left the camp 
before fun-fet, and as the road lay up Hudfon's 
River, and its oppofite bank was occupied by 
the Americans, I was perceived by them ; a 
party pafTed the riyer in boats in the night-time, 
in order to attack me upon my return in a de- 
fil6, which lay half way between our camp and 
Terretown ; but as it began to be day-light, and 
the enemy found that I returned in the beft or- 
der, and with every precaution, he did not 
think proper to attack me, but fuffisred me to 
proceed unmolefted. 

As rules fupported by ufeful examples give the 
beft inftruftion, I will here mention one from 
hiftory, which is founded upon the fame prin- 
ciple as the above. The Marfhal Von Schomberg, 
who commanded the French army intheSpanifh 
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war of 1664, wifhed to cov^r RoufiUon; he 
therefore fent off a confiderable detachment, to 
fecure the convoy which was coming from Per- 
pignan, and was to pafs the village of St. Jean 
du Page, nine miles from thence ; this detach- 
ment was pofted upon a height near the high 
road ; its commander detached a non-commif- 
fioned officer with 30 men, to occupy a chapel 
a little in front, and which lay 300 paces from 
the main poll, and commanded it, fo that the 
officer could wholly overlook the plain of Bou- 
lon, where the Spaniards were encamped ; the 
Spanifli parties had to crofs the plain in their 
route, if they intended to make themfelves maf- 
ters of the French convoy: from Boulon to 
the two pofts there was a hollow way, in which 
the Spaniards could creep, without being per- 
ceived ; the Marihal Von Schomberg had there- 
fore occupied another poft, near a place called 
the Red Houfe, in order to fecure himfelf from 
a furprize, which he might daily expe6l: this 
poft had orders, as foon as it difcovered any 
thing of the enemy, to light a fire, thereby giv- 
ing notice to the neighbouring pofts, and allow 
them an opportunity of fupporting each other 
in the beft manner poflible. A Spanilh officer 
who had the beft information, not only of the 
features of the country, but alfo of the put-pofts 
of the French, had entered the hollow way in 
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the night-time with 40 cavalry, and had placed 
hinifelf between the three pofts, with a defign 
to fiirprize the officer's detachment, when it 
fliould relieve the pofts near the chapel, which 
was generally done in the morning. The French 
officer had fcaicely arrived in the hollow way, 
when the Spaniards fell upon him unawares, and 
killed or wounded him and all his men, before 
he had time to coUeft himfelf. The Spanifli of- 
ficer gave the French officer two cuts with his 
fabre, with this advice : "Learn your duty better 
for the future, and before you march your men 
through a country, examine it." 

This example fhewsfufficiently howneceflary it 
is, for every officer to be fully acquainted with the 
fituation of the country, through which he muft 
pafs, efpecially when it is woody and hilly, where 
he cannot fee far before him. Should an officer, 
however, after having taken every precaution, 
meet with an enemy unawares, and be attacked 
on all fides, and can find no refource to return 
to the place from whence he came, he ought to 
endeavour to find out a church ,^ mill, or houfe in 
the neighbourhood, go to it, occupy it, and ra- 
ther facrifice all, than become a prifoner dif- 
gracefully. In what manner thefe pofts are beft 
fortified under fuch circumftances, fee the 3d 
Se6lion of thi^ Chapter, 
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SECTION II. 

Of the Duty of an Officer of Light Infantry on 

Piquets or Out-Pojis. 

AS the rules, to which an officer of light in- 
fantry ought to adhere, upon piquet or out- 
pofts, very much agree in principle with thofc 
which an officer of cavalry ought to obferve ; I 
refer the reader, in order to avoid unneceflary 
repetition, to the firft Seftion in the enfuing 
Chapter, and fliall only briefly mention the fol- 
lowing particulars. 

As foon as an officer arrives at his pofi, has 
relieved the fentries, and has received every in- 
formation from the officer whom he relieves, he 
ought to obferve the country with attention, ac- 
quaint himfelf well with the fituation of his pofts, 
and enquire where the roads lead; where, and 
at what diftance the enemy is, in order that he 
may acquaint his fuperior officers when they vifit 
the pofts, with every particular. He muft take 
notice on what fide he could retreat, and where 
and[ how far he can fend his patroles. In the 
day-time, he may allow his men to place their 
arms together, but is not to fuffisr them to 
ftroU: as foon as night approaches, he muft 
order one half of his men, either by ranks or pla- 
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toons, underarms ; permitting the otber half to 
reft, but not to deep by the fire ; in which cafe, 
they muft keep their mulkets between their 
knees, that they may be inftantly ready, ou the 
firft fire from the fentries. 

Should the enemy be near, he muft remain 
with his piquet underarms througliout the night, 
and withdraw behind, or on one fide of the fire, 
fo that he may not be difcovered by him if at- 
tacked, and that he may by the help of the fire 
difcover him : it is bed, when the enemy is near, 
to be without any fire, if the Aveather permit, or 
at leaft, to have as little as poflible. He ought 
to fend out patroles continually, who ihould 
vifit the chain of fentries; and alfo between every 
relief, which in the night ought to take place 
every hour, fend a non-commiffioned officer, or 
trufty private, fome hundred paces in front of his 
fentries, who fhould lie down upon the ground, 
and liften if they can hear the enemy. An of- 
^ ficer fhoulH, efpecially, be alert and vigilant on 
his pofts, hold liimfelf in readiuefs for every event 
that may happen, and adhere flri6ily to his or- 
ders. WlicMi the enemy is fo near, which often 
liappens witi) liufbt troops, that the pofts on both 
fides can converfe together (for inftance, M'hen 
both armies are fcparated by a fmall river) he 
muft not on anv account fuft'er it, and far Iffs fall 
into that fault himfelf, for^ from this the word 
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confeqnences may often enfue. I once pro- 
fited by fuch an opportunity myfelf, to re- 
connoitre an American poft: it was when Sir 
Harry Clintor^, on his march from Charleftown,' 
wiihed to pafs the Stony River by Stony Ferry, 
whicli was occupied on the left bank by Pu- 
lawfki's corps. On our fide, or on the right 
bank, was a deep morafs, acrofs which there was 
a dyke of 2000 paces in length, extending as far 
as the very right bank of the river, and which, 
as the river was not above 200 feet broad, though 
very deep, could be completely fcoured by the 
enemy with fmall arms. The Englifti general 
was informed that a row galley was laying in the 
river for the defence of this poft ; feveral fmall 
parties had been already fent out to reconnoitre, 
but had not been able to approach the bank, on 
♦'. account of the heavy fire of the enemy; I there- 
foje refolvcd to attempt myfelf to enter into con- 
verfation with the officer ; I drew near the poft, 
faw an officer walking on the oppofite bank, pro- 
ceeded on within mufket fhot, and made a fign 
with my hat, to make him underftand that t 
wifhed to fpeak to him ; he confented, and I 
endeavoured, during our converfation, to dif- 
cover what I wiihed, in order to make a fatisfac- 
tory report to Lord Cornwallis, to whom it was 
very agreeable information. 

SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

Of fortifying and defending CaJikSy Churches j 

Farms^ andHoufes. 

TO fortify and defend fuch pofts, deferves 
particular attention. A ikilful defence frequently 
contributes to the happy fuccefs of great under- 
takings, and a handful of men is capable, in fuch 
cafe, of refifting a whole army. 

A general may indeed affign fuch pofts, but 
he can contribute nothing to their defence, for 
this wholly depends upon the fkill and bravery 
of the officers to whom they are intrufted. It 
requires more fenfe than experience, and an of- 
ficer who has theory, will know how to apply it, 
if he be not flurried by the approach of the ene- 
my, and may on fuch an occafion acquire un- 
common reputation, and eftablifli his fortune. 

An officer who may be forced either by necef- 
fity to throw himfelf into fuch a poft, or may be 
ordered to defend one, ought, in the firft place, 
to take care to turn out the inhabitants. Before 
he prepare his defences, he fliould (if time per- 
mit) go round it, and obferve on which fide the 
enemy may have the greateft advantage, in order 
that he may there apply the ftrongeft refiflance. 

Should the poft be a church, furrounded by a 

wall 



( 59 ) 

ynW, he ought to occupy both, if he have a fuf- 
ficient number of men, and make ufe of the 
church as a citadel, or in the laft extremity, as 
a place of retreat ; for it is always better to op- 
pofe more than one obftacle to the enemy. 

To this end, the churchy benches Ihould be 
placed behind the church yard wall, that the 
men may (land upon them, and be enabled to fire 
over it. Tlie entrance muft be flopped up with lit- 
ter or earth, and before the church door muft be 
dug a wide trench, over which ihould be laid a 
plank, in order to go in and out, which muft on 
an attack be withdrawn. Some trees ought to 
be prepared en abbatis, and placed by the church 
door, which ihould, as foon as the men who de- 
fended the wall have all retreated into the church, 
be dragged into the door-way ; the church 
benches fliould be fo placed, that the men can 
fire out of the windows. Before the men who 
defended the wall retire into the church, it 
ought to be occupied by a few, in order to favour 
the retreat of thofe who defended the church 
yard. 

If time permit, loop-holes ihould be made in 
the church, efpecially on both fides of the cor- 
ners, as thefe are the weakeft parts where the 
enemy may approach without danger, and fet 
fire to it. 

If you have a dwelling-houfe to defend, you 
p)a^ proceed in the fame manner ; flop up the 

doors 
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doors as well as it can be done^ and make your 
defence through the windows, if there has been 
no time to make loop-holes. The floors of the 
higher rooms fliould, however, be taken up a few 
feet over the doors of every flory, in order to fire 
down upon the enemy, and be able to drive him 
back, Ihould he attempt to occupy the lower 
room. The roof of the houfe Ihould be taken 
off, and the loft covered with litter or earth, that 
the grenades of the howitzers (if the enemy em- 
ploy any) may not fet fire to it. Stones and 
clumps of wood ihould be laid ready in the loft, 
as alfo in every room, in order to annoy the ene- 
my if he Ihould ftorm. The moft refolute men 
muft be ftationed on both fides of the entrance, 
to drive away the mofl: daring of the enemy, 
who would force their way. Pitchforks ihould 
be at hand, to pufh away the ladder by which 
the enemy may attempt to mount. Should there 
be more buildings near the pofl:, which cannot 
conveniently be occupied, but which, however, 
might be of great detriment in the hands of the 
enemy, they ought, if there be time, to be pulled 
down or burnt ; or if through humanity, one 
does not wiih to do fo, the fide from which the 
enemy might injure us, ihould at leaft be pulled 
down, or rendered ufelefs. Above all things, 
the ammunition mufl, on the attack of the enemy, 
be fparingly ufed, and not a ihot fired which will 
not do execution. 

Should 
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Should the enemy fend an officer to offer 
terms, when circumftances require an obftinate 
refiftance, he muft not be admitted, but be de- 
fired not to approach, as no intercourfe will be 
fuffered ; or fent back with a furly anfwer, fuch 
as, let him attack boldly, and^he will find cou- 
rageous opponents, or let him come again in a 
month. By fuch a refolute anfwer the enemy 
may, if he is not abfolutely forced to do it, be 
deterred from an attack. If a fkilful officer, 
afler having done every thing in his power, finds 
that the enemy flill perfifts, and becomes fo en- 
raged by an obftinate refiflance, that there is no 
hope left of obtaining good terms, he mufl not, 
however, be depreffed, but encourage his men by 
his own example to fiill greater bravery : a 
brave man will always find refources, when the 
bafe and cowardly will fhudder ; for at fuch a 
time, there is no diffembling, and true valour is 
here diftinguifhed from aflTumed confidence: 
greatnefs of foul, and a real knowledge of war, 
at no time fhine more confpicuous, than in thefe 
difficult moments ; fuch qualities give us afto- 
nifhing and unexpefted refources ; for what 
weapon is ftronger than neceffity, when our wel- 
fare and lives depend upon it ? It is fcarcely cre- 
dible, to what a foldier may be brought, by the 
good example of his officer. By confidence and 
efteem, he may roufe in him the courage of a 
lion. How often have I thought that all was 

loft. 
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loft, and my men panick-ftruck, wlien a fhort 
and animated fpeech revived their fpirits, and 
turned the fcale. Near Portfmouth in Virginia, 
I had placed upon a dyke by Scotfbak, a non- 
commiffioned officer with l6 yagers ; the enemy 
met and purfued the patrole, which I had juft 
fent out, and attacked this poft with fuch fury, 
that the piquet was forced to give way. I haf- 
tened with l6 men to their affiftance, and arrived 
there^ as the enemy was about to attack it 
with whole battalions : I ordered the men to 
ftand their ground, the dyke being fo narrow, 
that not more than three men in front could pafs 
at a time : . here is the fpot, faid I, where you 
may, as Heffians, acquire great reputation in 
the eyes of the Englilh. All went well ; I was 
wounded ; no yager abandoned me, and the 
enemy gave up his undertaking, after loiing 
many men : a few yagers had the honour of 
maintaining a poft, in prefence of the Engliih, 
which General Arnold had given up as loft, and 
where he had left the yagers unfupported, for 
fear of facrificing too many men. After the af- 
fair, the general out of national pride was in- 
wardly hurt, to think that a handful of Euro- 
peans had refifted, and driven back whole batta- 
lions of his countrymen. 

I repeat it once more, that when all is loft, wc 
muft not be depreffed, uor ever think of furren- 
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dering, but perfuadc the men, that there will be 
no hope of quarter, in order to make them de- 
fperate. As foon as it is night, colled your par- 
ty, filently prepare an iffue, fally out on the op- 
polite fide to which you wifh to retreat, and make 
your way fword in hand through the enemy ; 
this however muil be done with the greateft 
filence, as the enemy, who perhaps by the 
warmth and fatigue of the day is weary, and 
quiet, confidering his booty as certain, will not 
^xped fo bold an attempt ; for night is the mo- 
ther of fear, and aftonifliing things may be under- 
taken with its affiftance. The following example 
will fupport my aflertion, and fhew how far an 
able defence of thefe kind of pofts may contribute 
to fuccefs in the great occurrences of war. Sir 
William Howe, in the American campaign of 
1777, had his camp before German Town, t^vo 
leagues from Philadelphia, which was fupported 
on the right by the river Delaware, and on the 
left by the river Shulkil, near the Waterfall. 
General Wafliington being acquainted with the 
lethargy of the Englifh general, had advanced 
as far as Narrentown, and made a forced march 
in the night of the 3d and 4th of Oftober, and 
attacked at day-break the right wing of the 
Englifh army fo furioufly and unexpe6ledly, that 
the light infantry ,^ which was polled half a league 

in 
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in front of this wing, was completely routed. 
The then Lieutenant Colonel Mufgrave, who 
was pofted near Tew's Houfe with three compa- 
nies of the 40th regiment of foot, a little dif- 
tance behind the light infantry, had fcarcely 
time to take up arms ; he perceived in a mo- 
ment, that Ihould he retreat, the army which was 
in perfe6l fecurity would have hardly time to 
take up arms ; he therefore immediately refolved 
to throw himfelf and the three companies (which ' 
did not amount to more than a hundred men) 
into the above-mentioned houfe, from which he 
could command the road the Americans muft 
take ; but as the enemy was fo clofe upon him, 
that he could not make any great preparations 
for defence, he had the houfe doors blocked up 
with tables and chairs. General Wafliington, 
who could not turn this poft, and was expofed 
to its galling fire, remained (fortunately for Sir 
William Howe) with his whole army near this 
poft, which a fingle regiment might have mafk- 
ed; he had artillery brought up, and ordered 
his bed regiments to attack it : Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Mufgrave, who preferred the honour of 
the Britifli nation to his life, repeatedly repulfed 
the enemy with great flaughter, and held out 
againfl a whole army, until Sir William Howe, 
being' roufed from his flumber, approached with 
his army, and drove General Waihington back 

again 



( 6S ) 

again with a fevere lofs, for which favourable 
turn, Sir William Howe had alone to thank the 
bravery and judgment of Lieutenant Colonel 
Mufgrave and a handful of his valiant country- 
men;' for had the latter had lefs prefence of 
mind, and retreated, the right wing, who 
thought themfelves perfeftly fecure, could not 
have got under arms in time, and the whole 
army would undoubtedly have been difgracefully 
routed (efpecially as even after the firing of the 
light infantry had began, the news of the ap- 
proach of the enemy was rejeded at head quar- 
ters as falfe and impoffible), having Philadelphia 
full of rebellious inhabitants, and the Delaware 
in the rear. I really believe, that few generals 
have ever been in a more critical fituation, and 
owe more to fortune, than Sir William Howe on 
the above-mentioned day. Had the Heffian 
officer, who was pofted with 50 yagers, not far 
from Trainton near the great houfe, fortunately 
a6led upon the fame principle on the approach 
of Wafhington, the three regiments would not 
have had the misfortune to become prifoners, 
and Celonel Rail (who had always been reck- 
oned a very good and fkilful officer) had not here 
loft his life, nor the reputation which he had ac- 
quired in the feven years war. 

I do not mention this, with an intention to 
cenfure the actions of great men, but merely to 
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fhevr how neceffary it is, that an officer ihonid 
ftudy his profeffion in his youth ; for from the 
leaft careleffnefs, or the leaft fault in war, whole 
provinces, and indeed whole nations may be 
loft. An officer who takes a pleafure in ftudy- 
ing fuch examples, and is dcfirous of informa- 
tion, fliould read the Hiftory of Charles the 
12th, pubUfhed by Adlerfeld, which is full of 
truly heroic adions. 



SECTION IV. 

Of the Excurjions of fmall Parties of Light 

Infantry., 

IT is aftonifhing, that the power of making 
incurfions into the enemy's country with fmall 
parties, is afcribed to huffars alone. One can- 
not eafily find an example in the hiftory of the 
feven years war, of an officer of light infantry 
having d^iftinguifhed liimfelf in this manner. In 
the American war it was the contrary ; for the 
light infantry alone was intrufted with this duty, 
' and we cannot remember any example except- 
ing one, where a fmall party of cavalry have per- 
formed this duty : this was, when Sir William 
(now General) Harcourt carried off General Lee 
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from his quarters. On the contraty, how many 
examples can be giv^ during that war, where 
fmall detachments of the American light infan- 
try have carried off generals and officers of the 
Englilh army from the midft of their quarters. 

I am therefore fully convinced, that with light 
infantry as many excurfions may be undertaken 
as with cavalry, efpecially in interfered coun- 
tries ; for inftance, in Holftein and Slefwick, where 
one may by the help of frequent coppices creep 
along undifcovered ; the light infantry has this 
advantage over the cavalry, that they can con-, 
ceal themfelves with facility, and the higheft hills, 
the thickeft woods, and the moft impenetrable, 
moraffes, are no obftacles to them. Moreover, 
light infantry are not neceffitated to provide for 
horfes, and have only to think of their own fub- 
liftence. Lakes and navigable rivers are more 
eafily croffed by foot foldiers than cavalry, for 
at every place which lies upon a river, may be 
found boats to carry them over, which can be 
feized in the night-time with very little trouble. 

In the American war, who could have checked 
the excurfions of the New Englanders, and the 
militia of the province of New Jerfey, upon 
Long Ifland, though the former were feparated 
by the mouth of the river Hudron, and the lat- 
ter by the Streight from the Enghfti poffeffions ; 
and how few of their parties, each of which 
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only confifted of 8 or 10 men, had the misfoN 
tune to be taken prifoners ? What diftant excur-- 
fions have not Brand and Butler undertaken ? 
They have gone more than once, with a handful 
of men, from Canada into Pennfylvania, and 
I really believe, that if thefe two enterprizing 
men had been fupported by the Englifli, the con- 
clufion of that war would not have been fo dif- 
advantageous to Great Britain. But fome may 
fay, thefe were Indians ! — but there were alfo 
Europeans with them, who, to be fure, were not 
fo effeminate as our petit-maitres are, who can- 
not live an hour without bread and ftrong li- 
xjuors. Thefe men often lived whole months 
upon game, and why cannot Europeans live 
upon it alfo ? If an officer only take a delight in 
this kind of warfare, and introduce that fevere 
difcipline, that no foldier dare attempt to mur- 
mur, he will find nothing too arduous, though 
it may even appear impoflible. In the campaign 
of Virginia, the army had frequently no bread, 
and I never heard them murmur. I had once 
10 or 12 yagers who were without fhoes, and 
were forced to make fhift with cow hides ; they 
began to grumble, I puniihed one of them fe- 
verely, and the reft were in a ihort time fo re- 
conciled, that they were joking each other upon 
their new fafhioned kind of ihoes. 
For thefe enterprizcs, none but refolute men 
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are fit ; men accuftomed to a rigid difcipline, 
alert, ufed to marching, and who, by the hard- 
fliips of war, are enured to every thing, with an 
officer at their head who underftands his pro- 
feffion, knows how to acquire a proper know- 
ledge of the countries through which he mud 
pafs, and braves every difficulty which would 
appear impoffible to be furmounted to the com- 
mon herd of men. Suppofing for inftance, an 
army be in Lower Heffen, Weftphalia, or Hano- 
ver, and the enemy have occupied Gottingen, 
Caflel, Marburg, Giefen, Hanau, Frankfort, and 
all the pofts on the Rhine as far as Coblentz ; 
who can hinder an officer with 20 or 30 men 
from going from Weftphalia into the neighbour- 
hood of Rhinefels and Coblentz to levy contri- 
butions, and put all the garrifons into fuch fear, 
that no one dare any longer truft himfelf out of 
the gates ; for the farther we are from the 
theatre of war, the lefs we hazard ; and under 
fuch circumftances, many couriers and chief of- 
ficers muft fall into our hands. Suppofing all 
thcfe garrifons, vexed to fee their officers car- 
ried off in fuch a manner from their very gates, 
ihould exert themfclves to defl:roy or take this 
detachment, how can they fucceed againfl; thofe 
who are here to-day and gone to-morrow ; who 
can fo eafily conceal themfelves behind every 
bufli, and find plenty of retreats, and fteal in 
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fafety through the large forefts, with which Ger- 
many is covered. 

An officer who wifhes to apply himfelf to this 
duty, in which he may gain great reputation in 
the world, fliould efpecially acquire a knowledge 
of thofe countries through which he muft pafs. 
He may be affifted by two means. In the firft 
place, he ought to have good maps, and fecond- 
ly, fliould learn by queftioning the inhabitants^ 
of the country, as to the direftion of the roads, 
the diftance of towns, where there are forefts, 
hills, hollow ways, defil6s, ferries, and bridges, 
all of which he ought to compare with his 
map. 

When you leave any place, it flaould be done 
as fecretly as poffible, march in the night-time, 
and during the day lie concealed in the thickeft 
forefts. During the night you fliould approach 
the highway between two of the enemy's gar^ 
rifons, and endeavour to cut off couriers or offi-r 
cers. But every detachment you may find in your 
way, however weak, muft be left unmolefted ; 
for in this cafe you do not go out to fight, but 
to annoy the enemy without endangering your- 
felf. If you be forced to march in the day- 
time, endeavour to avoid all inhabited places 
and highways, that the country people may not 
betray you, and when you meet with a fingle 
inhabitant, whoever he may be^ take him along 
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With you, as long as yourfafety requires, obferv- 
ing, however, to treat him with civility, and not 
fufFer the men to infult him, as a contrary beha- 
viour would exafperate and incite him to re- 
venge, whenever an opportunity offers. 

Should want of provifions oblige you to enter 
a village, approach it by night, remain con- 
cealed in the neighbourhood, and fend into it 
a non-commiffioned officer with a few men ; he 
ihould endeavour to leam in the firft houfe where 
the lord of the manor or the municipal officer 
refides, demand provifions for feveral hundred 
men, take as much as you want, and oblige them 
to carry it to the place where the detachment is 
concealed : queftion the peafants about the roads 
and places where you have no thoughts of go- 
ing, permit them to return, and march for fome 
leagues in the direftion of the road which you 
intend to take the next day. 

When you wifli for information refpedling the 
country or the enemy, you muft endeavour to 
furprife in the night-time fome nobleman or of- 
ficer, prieft or forefter, in his own houfe, who 
may give you the neceffary information, of 
which make memorandums upon your map. If 
in an enemy's country, give yourfelf out for an 
officer of their army. In Virginia, when I gave 
myfelf out as an aid-de-camp to the Marquis de 
la Fayette, this deception would in all probabi- 
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lity have fucceeded, if the appearance of two 
Englifh marauders had not accidentally betrayed 
the approach of the Englifh army ; as an Ame- 
rican municipal officer would have ignorantly 
been the caufe of my carrying off an Ame- 
rican colonel. 

One may make ufe of another artifice to 
procure information : give yourfelf out as an 
officer, who leads the advance guard of a ftrong 
corps, which is deftined upon a fecret expedi- 
tion : for example, in the winter expedition of 
1776^ when Colonel Donop wifhed to penetrate 
as far as the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, I 
was fent from Bourdentown, in the province of 
New Jerfey, to Burlington, with only 1 officer, 
30 grenadiers, and 10 yagers, the colonel not 
Mifliing to expofe more men : this was to get 
intelligence whether the American row galleys 
held their flations in the Delaware near that 
town. I had to pafs in my r©ute within two 
leagues of the right flank of the corps under 
General Miflin, who was quartered in and all 
round Montholly, and whofe parties M^ere rang- 
ing the country as far as Burlington, in order to 
maintain a communication with this town, and 
cover his left flank. At day-break, I arrived 
fafely at Yorkihire Bridge, a Ihort half league, 
from Burlington : I found two houfes near the 
bridge, which I immediately fo furrounded, that 
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no one could come out. Fortunately for me, 
there was fo great a fall of fnow that nobody 
was upon the road, and the enemy's parties, 
owing probably to the bad weather, kept them- 
felves in their quarters. I made every enquiry 
of the inhabitants of both houfes, efpecially re- 
fpeding the row galleys. One aiGTured me, that 
Burlington was occupied by the marines of the 
galleys, which were at anchor before the town. 
The other, however, affured me quite the con- 
trary. As I Ihould have been afliamed to return 
with a falfe report, 1 defired one of the inhabi- 
tants to condu6i me to the mayor of the town, 
took two yagers and two grenadiers with me, 
leaving the men concealed behind the two houfes, 
and directed my officer, in cafe he fliould hear 
any firing in the town, to confider it as a fign, 
that the enemy was there, and I taken prifonei*: 
upon which he muft make the heft of his retreat 
through the forefts up the Delaware, and report 
the whole aifair to Colonel Donop. I went on 
direft for the mayor's houfe, which was at the 
entrance of the town, remained on horfeback, 
and took my fervant with me, who was well 
armed, having ordered the four men to follow 
me, at thediftance of 100 or 150 paces, direding 
the firft to keep within fight of me. As foon as 
I fired a piftol, they were to difcharge their 
pieces in the town, and fave themfelves as well 
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as they could. I arrived at the mayor*s houfe, 
and called him to the door, who, being no friend 
to the Englifh, anfwered all my queftions equi- 
vocally, and with a myfterious countenance. I 
commanded him in a furly manner to pro- 
vide fufficient provifions fop Colonel Donop's 
corps, who were approaching, rode full gallop 
through the town to the bank of the Delaware, 
and reconnoitred the row galleys, which were 
lying at anchor in the middle of the river. A 
mob foon colledlcd, fome of whom appeared to 
be feamen, and looked upon me with aftonilh- 
ment, as I did not fpeak a fingle word to them. 
I galloped back again through the town, called 
the four men to me, retreated as faft as I pof- 
fibly could, and arrived fafely at Bourdentown, 
where they had almoft given me up as loft. 

I mention this example to fhew the young of- 
ficer, that he muft not always fully rely upon the 
intelligence of country people; and that it is 
better to fall a facrifice, than to outlive the fhame 
of having made a falfe report, which might be 
productive of the worft confequences. It is 
fcarcely credible, how much that man will ha- 
zard, who prefers honour to life, and the general 
good to his own. The faying of Xenophon can- 
not be too much attended to : — " Why do I 
wait any longer to diftinguifh myfelf in the 
world?" 
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SECTION V. 
Of Petards. 

AS I have promifed in the firft feftion to treat 
of the ufe of Petards, I think it cannot be bet- 
ter introduced, than in this chapter, in which I 
am treating of the duty of ^n officer of light 
infantry. 

The prejudice which many perfons of great 
military knowledge have againft ufing the pe- 
tard, may arife perhaps from the example of the 
beft generals of the prefent age, who have never 
made ufe of it, and we can only remember one 
inflance, in a long feries of years, where it has 
been ufed. This was at the fiege of Bender in 
the laft war, between: the Ruffians and Turks, 
when the former employed one in ftorming that 
town, and \^hich Captain Stein attached, and 
thereby rendered his name immortal Be as it 
may, there is however no; rule without an ex* 
ception, and I am fully convinced, that it might 
be employed on many occafions in war. For 
inftance, why could it not be ufed to break open 
the gates of a fmall town, furrounded with a wall 
and a Ihallow ditch, of which there are fo many 
in Germany ? Such a place, if defended by en- 
terprizing men, fword in hand, may offisr great 
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obftacles, and coft many men. But when once 
a petard is properly fixed againft the gates, there 
will be no great difficulty in opening them by 
the affiftance of a few carpenters with a trifling 
lofs, as they muft already be fliattered to pieces 
by its explofion. 

It may be faid perhaps, that this can be done 
with artillery. True : but if we wifli to carry 
on fpeedily a fecret and important enterprize, we 
cannot take much artillery along with us, and 
perhaps none at all, when on the contrary, a few 
petards are eafily carried ; befides, a few can- 
non balls have but little effeSt upon gates, make 
only a hole through without fhattering them, 
efpecially if they be old and rotten and do not 
refift the ball ; moreover, it requires a great num- 
ber of fhots, and much time to fhatter them to 
pieces, and at the fame time fpreads an alarm. 
The petard, however, makes but one explofion, 
and the gates are fliattered at once. 

It may alfo be faid, that feveral brave and 
fl<:ilful officers might probably lofe their lives 
before they could fucceed in attaching the pe- 
tard. I do not mean, that it muft be ufed where 
the enemy is prepared, but only when we can come 
unawares upon him, and when there is no time 
to be loft. It is efpecially ufeful to light troops 
and flying corps, as fome of them may be con- 
veyed with lefs inconvenience than the fmalleft 
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field piece. Had Colonel Donop been furniflied 
with a few, or indeed with only one petard at 
the attack of Redbank, this brave man would 
doubtlefs have been fuccefsful, and many a va- 
liant Heffian grenadier, and many an excellent 
foldier of Young Lorberg's regiment, would not 
have fallen a facrifice; for thefe refolute men 
had reached the gates before the Americans were 
aware of it, but whiclji their courage alone could 
not open, and thus thefe uncommonly brave 
men fell viftims, one after another ; we had 
fome howitzers and 6 pounders with us, but the fi- 
tuation of the gates prevented our ufing them. I 
converfed upon this affair with one of the French 
officers, who ferved at that time as a volunteer 
with the Americans, and who had been in this 
place during the attack ; his opinion corre- 
fponded exactly with my own. 

As the petard belongs to the fcience of ar- 
tillery, which is ftudied by few, (though every of- 
ficer fhould endeavour to acquire as much know^ 
ledge of each branch of the art of war as is indif^ 
penlibly neceffary^ in order that when he arrives 
to a higher rank^ and may happen to have the 
command of a few field pieces, he may not find 
himfelf in the dangerous fituation of not know- 
ing how to ufe them) I will here offer a fliort 
defcription of the petard, fufticient to give an 
officer Ibme idea gf it ; whereby, Ihould an op- 
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portunity occur, he will know how to aO;. The 
adjoined plate will give a ftill clearer idea of itw 

Petards are in general delivered ready from 
the park of artillery ; but as I know from ex- 
perience, that in cafe of neceffity, any large apo- 
thecary's or kitchen mortar may anfwer the pur- 
pofe, I will explain. the art of loading them; 
and as many officers, though defirous of infor- 
mation, may not, either becaufe they cannot af- 
ford, or have no opportunity to purchafe books 
on artillery, I will here cite the inftruftions of 
Mr. Le Blond and Mr. Von St. Remy. Refpe6l- 
ing the neceffity of eftablilhing a military library 
in every garrifon, I will leave to the judgment of 
military men. 

The firft fays, warm the petard in fuch a 
manner, that you can bear to lay your hand up- 
on it. Put into it 2l inches deep fome very fine 
gunpowder, that has been fprinkled with fpirit 
of wine, and carefully beat it down, fo that the 
powder keeps its grain ; over this, put a thin 
layer of fublimate mercury, then powder, after- 
wards mercury, and fo on, until it is full. Cover 
the charge with two fheets of paper, lay an inch 
thick of etoupille, and beat all firm together. 
Pour over it a melted compofition of one pound 
of brickduft and half a pound of pitch or calo- 
phonium, which muft be covered with an iron 
plate half an inch thick, having three prongs 
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fixed into a ftrong piece of plank, obferving that 
the plate fit the petard exaftly. Prefs this plate 
upon the above compofition, when warm, in 
order that what is fuperfluous may run over the 
fides. One may alfo pour fome of the compofi- 
tion round the rim of the plank, and faften the 
petard to it before the materials cool. The pipes 
leading to the touch-hole mufl; be made of iron, 
and about 3 inches in length. 

The latter fays, put into the petard double 
the quantity of powder it would contain without 
forcing it down, and cover it with ftrong double 
paper or felt, upon which lay wooden plugs of 
the famefi^e as the bore, which fhould be knocked 
down upon the powder, though fo carefully, 
that the powder preferves its grain ; then fill up 
the remaining fpace of the petard with tow, yel- 
low wax, or Greek pitch, and cover the whole 
with waxed cloth. 

But as the above foreign materials cannot al- 
ways be at hand when neceffity requires, and as 
the powder alone is the caufe of its operations, 
I will communicate a fliorter method of load- 
ing it. 

Fill up the interior with powder in fuch a 
manner, that you have forced into it double tlie 
quantity that it would contain without any pref- 
fure or fhaking, taking care that the powder pre- 
ferves its grain, as it would otherwife lofe much 
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of its power. When it is filled up in this man- 
ner within three quarters of an inch of the top, 
lay tow upon the powder, and over this a wooden 
plug, which muftfit the bore of it exaftly. Co- 
ver this with a doubled linen cloth, which has 
been dipped in turpentine, or fome effential-oil, 
and pitch it all over fo well, that the air cannot 
come to the powder. Afterwards fatten the pe- 
tard with iron hoops and fcrews upon the piece 
of plank, drive a tin pipe into the touch-hole, 
and fill it with one part of falt-petre and .two of 
meal powder mixed together. 

The petardeer, who is commonly an officer 
who volunteers for that fervice, by which he may 
acquire the greateft honour, and eftablifli his for- 
tune, takes the petard, a hammer, fome ftrong 
nails, and a lighted match, approaches the gates 
as privately as he can, to which he intends to 
attach it, drives in a nail, hangs the petard upon 
it, and having fufficiently fecured it, fets fire to 
it, and either lies down upon the ground, or 
runs off until it has burft : the latter, however, 
is the more dangerous. As foon as it has in- 
forced its effefts, the detachment advances near, 
with a number of carpenters, who have con- 
cealed themfelves until fuch has taken place, 
hew down the fliattered remains, and make them- 
felves mafters of it. 

One may eafily conceive, that fuch an enter- 
prize 



( 81 ) 

prize will not be undertaken by a man of the 
lower caft ; he muft be poffeffed of the moft un- 
daunted courage, and prefer honour to life ; for 
fhould he be perceived by the enemy, he is fure 
of being expofed to the moft terrible fire, as* the 
enemy will exert his utmoft to kill a petardeer- 
But, however dangerous, very few opportunities 
will offer, where an officer can better give proof 
of his courage, and acquire more reputation. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



OF THE DUTY OF AN OFFICER OF LIGHT 

CAVALRY. 



SECTION I. 

Of Gratid Guards. 

jr\S the welfare of a light corps or detachment 
alone depends upon its piquets or grand guards, 
they fhould be fo placed, that their rear be free, 
in order that the enemy cannot furprife them by 
the help of a bufh, wood, or fuch like covert. 
Their videttes muft be fo pofted, that they can 
command an extenfive view on all fides, and that 
nothing can approach unnoticed. 

If the country permit, you cannot do better 
than place the grand guard behind the creft of a 
height, in order to conceal it from the enemy. 
The officer or non-commiffioned officer will do 
well to choofe, during his guard, fuch a ftation 
for himfelf, as to have his videttes in fight, in 
order that if one of them fall back full fpeed, he 
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can liaften to meet him, and learn the caufe as 
foon as poffible, and thereby be able to make a 
timely report of it to his commander. 

The videttes muft be double, and polled in the 
day-time in open places on fome rifing ground 
in the neighbourhood, to the diftance of 400 or 
500 paces in front of the poft. In the night it is 
bed to place them fo as to look up hill, for a man 
on horfeback will fee further in this manner than 
if he looked to the plain. 

The videttes muft keep their piftols or car- 
bines in their hands, and be well inftrufted to 
look continually around them, that they may 
not be furprifed by the enemy : as foon as they 
difcover any thing of him, one of them muft give 
a fignal by a Ihot, and gallop back to make his 
report to the grand guard. 

Should the country be fo interfered, that the 
videttes cannot fee far before them, thev fhould 
be placed double, within fight of each other, 
and pofted as forward as poflible, which ihould 
be particularly done near hollow ways, that have 
many windings which hinder an extenfive view. 

The officer or non-commiffioned officer of a 
grand guard ought to endeavour to acquaint 
himfelf with the country around ; and to this 
end, as foon as he comes on the poft he is to oc- 
cupy or relieve, fliould ride round it with the 
reHef himfelf, that he may obferve whence the 
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enemy may come, and be prepared for every 
event. 

He Ihould alfo be acquainted with the country 
in his rear, that he may know, when attacked, 
where to retreat. If he fhould not be covered 
on this fide by pofts, or have a fafe communica- 
tion, he ought to fecure his rear by frequent 
patroles. 

If on tlie relief of a grand guard, an officer 
find any thing faulty, with refpeft to the fta- 
tioned videttes, that one or more are not placed 
fo advantageoufly as they ought, and would be 
better or more fecurely ftationed in another place, 
he muft immediately report it. 

In order to avoid any mifunderftanding in 
fuch cafes, it is bell to report fuch particulars 
in writing; and an officer would do well, al- 
ways to carry with him pen, ink, and paper pr 
cards, to be ready on like occafions. He muft 
not be f^tisfied with that mode of reafoning 
which is too frequent in the army, and fay that, 
the grand guard muft be well placed, having 
been there fo long, — he whofirft placed it, muft 
anfwer for it, — if the enemy come, I will do my 
duty, and I have nothing more to do. 

I have often heard fuch foolifli difcourfe in 
war: it is the language of careleffnefs, and beings 
of this kind will often conftrue the neceffary cir- 
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cumfpeftion of thofe of a more aftive and fpi- 
rited nature, into anxiety and fear. 

I know too well from experience, that there 
are men, who cannot bear to find others of an 
inferior rank more fkilful than themfelves, and 
whofe favour may owing to this be eafily loft. 
To this however an officer Ihould pay no atten- 
tion, but report any faults he may perceive with 
due refpedl, and enjoy the fatisfaftion of having 
done his duty. 

After an officer has attended to thefe rules, he 
may in the day-time permit his men to alight, 
but allow, however, no one to move from his 
horfe, and far lefs, fuffi^r him to unbridle. 

The horfes muft be tied to flakes or hedges 
with halters, in order that the men may mount 
them in an inflant, and be ready on the ap- 
proach of the enemy. 

At the hours of feeding, the commander of 
the piquet muft never permit the whole to be 
fed at once, but divide his grand guard into two 
divifions, one of which muft not feed before the 
other has done. If the enemy be in .fight, and 
very near, one rank muft remain on horfeback, 
whilft the other feeds. 

If there be no water near for the horfes, and 
you are fo far from a village, that the peafants 
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cannot bring it, you muft not allow more than 
two men at a time to lead their horfes to water. 

When the officer perceives the enemy ap- 
proaching, he muft immediately order his men 
to mount, and haften to fome place, where he 
can beft obferve his motions ; if he find him 
ftrong, he muft fend a report to his commander 
of all that he has feen ; he fhould choofe the 
moft trufty and experienced men of his piquet 
to carry the intelligence, which fhould be ex- 
preffed as clearly as poffible : he muft not only 
mention that the enemy is approaching, but 
ihould acquaint his commander, whether he be 
cavahy or infantry, or both ; how ftrong he may 
think him, and whether he has artillery. If an 
officer has paid attention to the marching of 
troops, and has praftifed his eye in making re- 
marks upon their number at a diftance, by par- 
ticular objeCb, he muft be enabled to give a fa- 
tisfaftory report: for example, infantry are eafily 
diftinguiflied from cavalry, at- the greateft dif- 
tance, by the fhiningor glittering of their arms. 
The greater or lefs quantity of duft will fhew 
whether they are infantry or cavalry, and whe- 
ther the enemy be marching in columns. In the 
night-time, if you place your ear upon the 
ground, you may judge by the noife, though a 
league diftant, even fhould the enemy march 
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ever fo quietly, whether he is moving on with 
cavalry or artillery. 

If the grand guard be fo near the enemy, that 
his and your videttes are clofe to each other, 
and it be probable that the enemy will move 
from his camp, an officer cannot be too atten- 
tive, to report it immediately to his fuperiors. 
Under fuch a circumftance, he muft remain con- 
tinually with his videttes in the night-time, that 
he may fee and hear every thing himfelf It is 
a certain fign that the enemy will leave his camp, 
when the piquet and camp fires give a greater 
light, or appear more numerous than ufual ; and 
one may forefee when the enemy is likely to 
break up his camp, by the noife of the fervants 
packing up the baggage. An officer muft report 
all fuch particulars to his commander, and avoid 
falling into the error of that officer, who being 
pofted on the bank of a river, fufFered the enemy, 
encamped on the oppofite bank, to march off- by 
twilight uninterrupted, without reporting a 
fingle word about it ; when on the contrary, had 
he reported the circumftance as he ought, a con- 
fiderable lofs would have been prevented. Ge- 
neral Waihington would not perhaps have fo , 
eafily fucceeded on the 3d of January, 1777, in 
efcaping the fnares, into which he had fallen, if 
the officer who was pofted over againft his camp 
on Trentown Creek, had paid proper attention 
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the fudden alteration in the enemy's fires, which 
were at firft large, and at once became fmall. 
General Wafliington in this cafe would not cer- 
tainly have been able to execute his coup de 
main upon Prince Town, in the rear of Lord 
Cornwallis's army. 

If the enemy approach in the day-time, and 
the fkirmifliers come fo near that the officer of 
' the grand guard be forced to retreat, he muft 
retire in clofe order, and leave his videttes,whom 
he fhould have previoufly inftrufted, to a6t as 
flankers, and to fkirmifh with the enemy during 
his retreat. The officer ought to be particularly 
attentive to the motions of the enemy during 
the ikirmifli, and take great care that none of his 
party fteal by in his reat, and cut him off 

As foon as night approaches, the officer muft 
mount with his piquet, and allow no dragoon 
to alight, except on the greateft neceffity. If 
his men murmur, which will fometimes happen, 
under the preflTure of fevere hardlhips, he muft 
not be influenced by it, but punifh it, and 
threaten to ihoot thofe foldiers who complain the 
loudeft : for though a foldier complain of the 
feverity of his officer, when the hardfhips are 
greateft, the officer may neverthelefs be alTured, 
that the good and brave foldier knows well how 
to diftinguifli the good officer from the carelefs 
and inactive, and a foldier will be as ready to 
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approve the conduft of a fkilful and aftive of- 
jBcer, when he finds his feveiity was neceflary, as 
to murmur agamft exceffive hardihips. 

The officer of a grand guard fhould in the 
night-time fend frequent patroles towards thfc 
enemy, often vifit his videttes himfelf, and order 
the non-commiilioned officer to vifit them alfo, 
in order that he may be aflured of their vigi- 
lance. The videttes fliould never remain inac- 
tive in the night, but fiiould be alternately riding 
towards each other, in order that no enemy's 
party may fl:eal through between them. Every 
relief mufl: patrole round the pofts to the diftance 
of 500 paces in front, obfervrng not to return 
to the grand guard the fame way they came. 

If an officer hear a fliot from one of his vi- 
dettes, he mufl; fend to him immediately a non- 
commiffioned officer and two well mounted men, 
in order that he may immediately learn where- 
fore tlie vidette has fired. If the vidette make 
a miftake, the officer ihould reprimand him, but 
by no m^ans punilh llim^ nor become paflionate 
for the falfe alarm, for it is always better that a 
vidette Ihould give a falfe alarm, than announce 
the approach of the enemy too late. 

If the videttes after having fired come full 
gallop, and announce the enemy, the officer 
mufl: hazard a non-commiflioned officer and 
feme dragoons, and fend theni with the fame vi- 
dettes 
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dettes towards that quarter, in order to afcer- 
tain whether the enemy be really approaching. 
This non-commiflioner mould have inftrudions, 
not to retreat dire^l upon the grand guard, 
fliould the enemy prefs clofe upon him, but in- 
cline to the right or left, keeping up a continual 
fire with piftols or carbines. The officer muft 
likewife retreat firing, if clofely purfued by the 
enemy, towards one of the wings of the corps 
froln which he has been detached, in order not 
to obftrud its motions: during this, he muft fend 
off by a dragoon frequent reports of every cir- 
cumftance to his commander. 

But fliould the enemy attack or fucceed in 
furprifing in the night-time the rear of the corps, 
from which the grand guard has been detached, 
and the enemy has not obferved the neceffary 
precautions againft the grand guard ; in fuch 
a cafe, the officer, if cool and colle6ted, may 
with 20 or 30 cavalry turn the fate of the day 
in his favour. He fliould form his men in 
clofe order, and fall upon one of the flariks of 
the enemy with a loud fliout, who, already in 
diforder by their attack or furprife, and not 
knowing the ftrength of the piquet which thus 
falls upon them unawares, will be panick-ftruck. 
In this cafe, the grand guard fliould be previ- 
oufly ordered to give no quarter. If an officer 
be fully determined to conquer or die, fuch a 
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defperate coup de main may be a favourable re- 
fource, and eftablifh his reputation. 



SECTION 11. 

Of the Advance Guard. 

The officer of the advance guard of a corps 
or detachment of cavalry, cannot be too cautious 
during a march. In order to be aware of the 
enemy in time, he muft order a non-commif- 
fioned officer with a few dragoons to ride to the 
diftance of fome hundred paces in front, and, 
according to his ftrength, an adequate number 
of men to the fame diftance from both his flanks, 
who ihould continually keep on the look-out 
Suppofing the advance guard to confift of 30 
dragoons : a trufty non-commiffioned officer 
with 8 men may ferve as an advance guards to 
the officer, two of thefe lliould ride to the dif- 
tance of 100 or aoo paces in front of the non- 
commiffioned officer, two more on his right, and 
two on his left hand, to the fame diftance ; the 
other remaining two with the non-commiffioned 
officer. 

The officer muft fend on his right, 4 dragoons, 
who fliould have with them a trufty lance cor- 
poral, 
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poral, to the above-mentioned diftance, and on 
his left, 4 more. Thefe flankers muft not pafs 
any height in the neighbourhood without riding 
up, in order to obferve the country, and fearch 
thorouglily every covered place ; for upon them 
depends entirely the fafety of the march. They 
muft never neglect to report what they difcover, 
to the officer, M'ho fhould immediately forward 
fuch intelligence. In this cafe, that no time may 
be loft for the conveyance of information, he 
ought to keep fight of his flankers : he muft alfo 
order thefe flankers to queftion every perfon 
whom they meet refpefting the enemy, and bring 
fuch of them to him, as are interefting in their 
reports, or who appear fufpicious. 

If a defile or village muft bepafled, fome dra- 
goons fliould file through it, keeping at the dif- 
tance of fome hundred paces, or atleaft, in fight 
of each other. The officer muft form up with 
his party near the entrance of the defil6 or vil- 
lage, and not enter it, until he is aflured, that 
no party of the enemy be concealed on the other 
fide. Before you enter a village, enquiry muft 
always be made about the enemy at the neareft 
houfes. 

If on your route you find one or more croft 
roads branching oft', they muft be thoroughly 
fearched by the flankers, and the fituation of 
thefe roads be reported to the commander, in 
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order that he may himfelf order tliem to be 
mafked ; for in woody and hilly countries one 
cannot be too cautious, for fear of inadvertently 
running foul of the enemy. 

Forinftance, Colonel Dundas, who command- 
ed at Gloucefter, a fliort time before the fiege 
of York, was ordered by Lord Cornwallis to go 
out a foraging as far as he poffibly could into 
the country. I had the advance guard, which 
confifted of 100 cavalry and 6o yagers and 
rangers. Having heard nothing of the enemy 
on the march, I fufpecled.that the officer of the 
advance guard muft have been fomewhat negli- 
gent in his fearch and enquiry at the planta- 
tions ; I therefore took a dragoon with me, and 
rode to a plantation myfelf, which lay about 
1000 paces on the right of the road, but to 
which the enemy might have come undifcovered 
through the woods. As the Duke of Lauzun 
was with his legion only 17 or 18 miles from 
Gloucefter, I expefted to hear fomeihing of his 
patroles : I defired the officer during this time 
to ride gently ; but I had no fooner arrived at 
the plantation, and called out the owner, (who 
was a very difaffi^fted man towards our caufe) 
than I difcovered five or fix French huflars, who 
were feparated from me by a hedge, and fortu- 
nately for me did not know the environs of the 
houfe as well as myfdf. I galloped back, and 

reported 



( 94 ) 

reported this occurrence to Colonel Dundas, who 
immediately halted, and did not think proper to 
forage any farther. We had hardly make up 
our truffes, when the duke appeared with a 
ftrong detachment of Virginian militia; there 
began a fharp fkirmiih, and we found no little 
difficulty in making good our retreat. Had I 
not fufpefted the officer's negligence in time, 
and ridden to the plantation myfelf, Colonel 
Dundas would have proceeded farther, and as 
the enemy was far fuperior in number, we mud 
have been routed, and the probable confequence 
would have been, that the duke would have 
entered Gloucefter pell-mell with us, or the 
greateft part of our cavalry have fallen into his 
hands. 

When the officer of the advance guard has 
difcovered the enemy, and made his report in 
confequence, he muft, as foon as tlie enemy 
draws near, begin to fkirmifh with him, and 
may in this cafe, if he be affiired of fupport, 
fend his whole party en tirailleur, and endeavour 
to check his progrefs, to difcover his ftrength, 
and cover the advancing reinforcement until far- 
ther orders. 

In the night-time the officer of the advance 
guard muft liften attentively himfelf, as his 
flankers cannot at that time advance to a great 
diftance, and fhould he meet with the enemy, 
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there is no other refource, than to fall upon him. 
refolutely, in order to embarrafs him, and give 
time to the main body to advance or retreat. 



SECTION III. 
Of Lateral Patroles. 

HxWING already mentioned general rules 
for lateral patroles in the preceding chapter, I 
will here only take notice of fome few particu- 
lars ; general rules for patroles of cavalry and 
light infantry being the fame. 

An officer of light cavalry, when detach- 
ed to cover either flank of a light corps on 
the march, muft ufe his utmoft diligence, and 
every poffible circumfpeftion, that the enemy do 
not fall upon the corps unawares. 

In this cafe, the officer will do beft to divide 
his detachment into three parties, keeping one 
with him in clofe order, to be ready to charge 
the enemy fliould he approach. He fliould fend 
another party with a non-commiffioned offioer to 
thje diftance of fome hundred paces in front of 
him, which fliould fpread out by parties of two's, 
fearch every covered place, and report to the 
officer whatever they may obferve of t^ne enemy. 

The 
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The third party he muft fend back with a non- 
coniniiffioned officer to the diftance of fome hun- 
dred paces towards that flank which he is to 
cover : thefe muft alfo march two and two flowly 
and acrofs through every covered place, and 
gallop to every neighbouring height, in order to 
look round. Should thefe difcover the enemy, 
they muft fire, and if he be advancing in confi- 
derable force, they muft not retreat to the corps 
or detachment, but to the advance or rearguard, 
by which means the enemy may be deceived, 
and give an opportunity to the commander of 
the corps to take him in flank and defeat him. 

Thus the lateral patroles covering the fpace 
of a quarter of a league, the corps cannot be ta- 
ken unawares. 



SECTION IV. 

Hem an Officer of Cmalry ought to aQ on a 

Patrole. 

AS cavalry cannot conceal themfelves fo readily 
as light infantry, the officer muft be the more 
careful in accomplifliing this commiffion. 

Having taken the neceflary precautions, which 
have been already mentioned in advancing, and 

if 
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If the objeA be to reconnoitre, whether the enemy 
ftill remain on the fame poft, or have occupied 
any particular poft or pafs, the officer muft ad- 
vance with the greateft circumfpe6lion, and ra- 
ther too flow than too quick. He muft endea- 
vour in approaching to conceal his ftrength from 
the enemy* In fuch a cafe he will do well, if it 
be day-time, to form a Angle rank, and divide it 
into two parties, at a certain diftance from each 
other, and he himfelf fliould ride with fome of 
his beft mounted men to reconnoitre well, and 
accomplifli his orders; having fucceeded, he 
muft return as quick as poffible. 

If this duty muft be performed in thenight-time, 
he has certainly this advantage on his fide, that 
the enemy cannot difcover him at a diftance; 
but he muft alfo be fo much the more careful 
againft ambufcades, and double his precautions, 
when he comes into the neighbourhood of the 
enemy. He muft order his party to halt at the 
diftance of 6oo or 800 paces from the enemy's 
poft, and fend a trufty non-commiffioned officer 
with one or two well mounted dragoons towards 
the fentries, who, as foon as they are challenged 
and fired upon by the enemy, muft retire filent- 
ly : fliould the enemy have abandoned their poft, 
the non-commiffioned officer muft halt on the 
fpot, and fend back a dragoon to report the cir- 
cumftance ; upon which the officer fliould ad- 
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Vance and afciertain the fa6b himfelf. Should 
the poft be near a Village, he Ihould eilquire 
from the inhabitants whether the enemy have 
marched off, and where. He fliould take back 
with him fach of the inhabitants as have given 
the moft fatisfadory anfwers, in order to ferve 
as guides, fliould it be neceffary to purfue the 
enemy ; he muft however previoufly fend off 
one of his bed mounted dragoons to report the 
retreat of the enemy to head quarters. For ex* 
ample, in the fpring of 1777, when General 
Wafliington coIle6led his army near Morriftown, 
in the province of New Jerfey, I was fent out by 
Lord Cornwallis to fee whether the enemy had 
occupied the defil6 of Boundbruck, for which 
purpofe an officer with 20 dragoons of the l6th 
regiment was given me. As I had to pafs a de- 
file on my march, I took a trufty non-commif- 
fioned officer with 10 yagers to me, which, ia 
order to cover my retreat, I left at the defile : I 
knew this country extremely well, having been 
there with the out-poft fince the 4 th of January, 
and had fkirmifhed with the enemy between this 

• 

poft and Boundbruck ; 1 arrived behind the 
plantation by a round-about road, where the 
enemy had occupied a night-poft the whole win- 
ter, I found the enemy had left this country, 
and advanced within half a league of Bound- 
brock ; as I had yet another plantation to pafs, 

which 
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which belonged to a violent rebel, I fent two 
dragoons to fetch him ; I had hardly fpoken to 
him, than I received a fire in front, from about 20 
or 30 Americans who were in the orchard of this 
plantation ; I galloped back inflantly, and had 
to go through another volley from as many more, 
who had cut off my retreat ; but favoured by an 
uncommonly dark night, I reached the defil6 
without lofing a man, and without any other 
misfortune but a fall from my horfe, and being 
trodden upon by the Engliih dragoons, by which 
my leg was feverely hurt. 

This example ihews, thatlhadnotobfervedthe 
neceflary precaution, and had thought myfelf too 
fecure, becaufe I did not find the enemy's night 
piquet, and therefore concluded that the enemy 
had marched off. I Ihould have done better, 
had I ordered the owner of the plantation to 
have been brought to me when at a greater dif- 
tance; in this cafe, I fhould not have hazarded 
fome 20 men, which might have been loft, had 
not good luck extricated us. 

If a patroling officer find that the enemy be 
marching with a ftrong corps, or with his whole 
force, he muft endeavour to conceal himfelf, fo 
that he may obferve the approach of the enemy, 
but in which talk, he muft be particularly care- 
ful to avoid being cut off; as foon as he is af- 
fured of the enemy's approach, he ihould fend 
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two of hi* beft mounted iwn, in order that 
fliould one meet with a misfortune on the road, 
the other may efcape, and convey the intelHgence 
to the commander. If the enemy halt on hii 
march, the officer muft do the fame at a proper 
diftance ; for it may be poffible that the enemy 
have advanced merely to cover a large foraging ; 
if the officer afcertain this, he muft immediately 
acquaint his commander with it* 

But fhould the officer in this cafe, notwith- 
ftanding every precaution, meet with the enemy 
unawares in an interfefted country, as it may 
happen in woody countries in a crofs road, he 
muft endeavour to force his way through ; a few 
men may efcape and report the circumftance. I 
have feen two inftances of this kind during the 
American war, both of which daring attempts 
fucceeded. One was in the campaign of 1777, 
in Penfylvania, where a French officer with 20 
or 30 American dragoons on their march, in the 
country of Swedensfurth, forced through be- 
tween the advance guard and the Englifh army, 
and though ex pofed to the heavy fire of fome 
hundred men from the advance guard and the 
lateral patroles, he however loft nothing more 
than his hat. 

The other was in the campaign of 1781, in 
Virginia, when a non-commiffioned officer and 
fix dragoons of Armand's corps^ not far from 
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Difcant Bridge, forced through between a piquet 
of the Queen's Rangers and a corps that were 
juft then encamping. One may fee by both 
thefe examples, that fortune always favours bra- 
very, and frequently rafhnefs. 

When intelligence of the enemy is wanted, an 
oflScer is fometimes fent out to make prifoners ; 
in this cafe, he mull have recourfe either to force 
or artifice, and Ihould he meet no party of the 
enemy on his route whom he can decoy by a 
falfe retreat, he muft endeavour to approach as 
Bear as poffible to the enemy's videttes or fen- 
tries undifcovered, gallop with fome dragoons 
upon them, and try to carry one off. Whether 
Ije fucceed or not, his retreat muft be quick. 

The French Colonel Armand, who commanded 
a light corps in the American army, fucceeded in 
fuch an cnterprize, near Courland's houfe, in the 
province of New York. He galloped about noon 
upon a piquet of Heffian and Anfpach's yager 
corps, made two prifoners, and though immedi- 
<itely purfued, came away without lofs. 

The French Major Norman fucceeded in an 
attempt of this kind, againft a piquet of the 
Englifli light infantry near Portfraouth, in Vir- 
ginia, where he galloped at mid-day upon the 
{entries, and without firing a Ihot, made the 
greateft part of the piquet prifoners. 

Thefe enterprizes are often more fuccefeful in 
the day-time, efpecially in the middle of fummer 

H 3 about 



( 102 ) 

about noon, as the men are then tired by watch- 
ing the whole night, and generally think that 
lefs vigilance is required, and are confequently 
more negligent; they may be alfo attempted 
with fuccefs in the night-time. Some refolute 
dragoons may be ordered to approach the enemy's 
fentries, and if difcovered, muft give themfelves 
out for deferters, and carry off the fentries, if 
they be credulous enough to believe them. If 
this fhould fucceed without the enemy's piquet 
having perceived it, one may ride confidently 
to the piquet, fall abruptly upon them, cut 
them to pieces, or make them prifoners. 

If an officer on his patrole meet with an ene- 
my's detachment, I advife him by all means to 
proceed cautioufly, and not to follow them, as 
they have been moft probably fent out to decoy 
him into an ambufcade. 



SECTION V. 

Of the Duty of an Officer of Light Cavalry on 

Rear Guard. 

The officer of a rear guard muft endeavour to 
keep his men in as high fpirits as poffible, to 
guard them againft any fudden fear, in cafe of 
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emergencies ; for the flight of a rear guard upon 
the main body mufl create confufion, and as the 
main body can eafily fupport him, the danger 
can never be very great. If the enemy follow 
him, he will do beft to divide his party into two 
divifionSy one of which he forms in clofe order, 
and employs the other to ikirmifh ; thefe muft 
always remain two and two for mutual fupport, 
and muft follow (keeping up a continual fire of 
piftols or carbines) at the diftance of 100 or 150 
paces, or even 300, according as they are more 
or lefs prefTed upon by the enemy's flankers. 
Flankers muft always have the piftol in the hand, 
and the fabre hanging on the wrift. 

If the enemy purfue flowly, the firing muft be 
alfo flow ; if .the piquet be clofely prefled, the fire 
of the flankers muft be the briflcer ; by this, the 
commander will be able to judge and aft ac- 
cordhigly. 

Should a number of flankers of the enemy be 
too daring, and hazard too far, the officer muft 
charge them, and that expeditioufly, for fear of 
being cut oflf: I had once myfelf a narrow efcape 
of this kind, 

I had the rear guard of the yagers cWps on 
the retreat through the Jerfeys in the campaign 
of 1778, when the Englifh army were retiring 
from Allen town : my rear guard confifted of 100 
men, about 30 yagers, and 20 mounted riflemen^ 
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under the command of the brave Lieutenant 
Mertz, in whom I had the greateft confidence. 
I polled him with fome yagers behind the huts 
of the camp, which the Englifli Ught infantry 
had occupied, in order to decoy fome of the 
enemy's tirailleurs into an ambufcade. Count 
Pulawfky commanded the advance guard of 
Waihington's army, a man who had great mili» 
tary knowledge, and truly brave, but whom 
however I was particularly anxious to enihare, 
Thefehuts ftood in a finall plain of 800 or 1000 
paces fquare, furrounded with gently rifing 
heights covered with wood. The Virginian 
riflemen, who are very daring, appeared firft, and 
as thefe men are very poor and eager for booty, 
I expefted they would be tempted to fearch the 
abandoned huts ; but I was deceived, for they 
were too cunning, and remained on the fummit 
of the woody height, until Pulawflcy appeared 
on a fudden with his cavalry. Colonel Wurmb, 
who commanded the whole rear of the army, and 
who difapproved of my long (lay in the valley, 
fent orders for me to retire inftantly, the whole 
^rmy being too far off already ; I obeyed, Pu- 
lawfky was aflonifhed at the men who made 
their appearance from behind the huts ; fortu-» 
ns^tely for me, the enemy loft the favourable mo- 
pient of taking fonie 50 men with the greateft 
^^fe, whilft I was paffing 4 defil^ in jny rear, 

which 



( 105 ) 

•which I found on my march out of the plain, 
and which defil6 I was unacquainted with, as in- 
deed with the whole country. I had fome dif- 
ficulty in attaining it, and the enemy, after hav- 
ing received fome few well-aimed fliots from the 
riflemen, gave up the purfuit. 

This fliews that an officer who is with the rear, 
ihould not ht too rafli, as any little advantage 
which he may obtain over the enemy in fuch 
circumftances, is likely to animate him to hazard 
more, and the fmalleft difadvantage he may 
afterwards experience, may difcouragc the main 
body on his retreat. 
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CHAPTER V. 



OF THE PUTY OF A I^IGHT CORPS, 



SECTION I. 

Of the Duty of a Light Corps when marching 

againji the Enemy. 

jl will now take notice of the duty of a light 
corps m the field, and point out how it muft be 
led againft the enemy under every circumftahce, 
A commander who has raifed and difciplined his 
corps by the foregoing rules, can proceed with 
confidence. He can depend upon the courage 
and fidelity of his men, if he have placed at 
their head, officers who unite zeal, patience/ and 
bravery with good conduft. 

The march of a light corps has various deftir 
nations. It may be fent out to occupy a poft 
expeditioufly ; to cover a certain traft againfi 
the enemy ; to eftabliili the communication of 
two armies, or fecure convoys againft the in- 
roads of the enemy ; to carry off thofe of the 

enemy 



( 107 ) 

enemy, or to annoy him in the execution of his 
plans; to fall upon his flanks, and endeavour to 
retard his march ; to trace the detachments of 
the enemy, who have been fent out for the fame 
purpofe,; to fall upon and difperfe them; to lay 
ambufcades to decoy an enemy's corps, or to 
raife contributions and take hoftages. 

The performance of thefe different duties will 
lead to enterprizes of the greateft importance, 
fubje6l to many difficulties, and of which the 
fuccefs^ requires much artifice, tefolution, pre- 
fence of hiind, and an accurate knowledge of the 
country. We fliould weigh in our minds every 
event that may probably happen, and by great 
reflexion, obtain a thorough judgment and 
fkill in this part of the art of war, which will 
enable us to difcover the beft poffible means of 
deceiving the enemy. 

One cannot accurately lay down all the rules 
for the various objefts that may happen upon a 
march, for circumftances may occur, which were 
perhaps never before obferved in any^ war^ 

The commander of a corps of this defcriptiou 
may, if he poflefs the ability and fkill which are 
necefTary to the fuccefs of thefe undertakings, 
acquire a never-fading reputation : but on the 
contrary, when he thinks he has done every 
thing in his power, iliould he for a moment lofe 
fight of the necefTary precaution, by being too 
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much elated with paft fuccefs, he may lofe at 
once his reputation, and the confidence of the 
commanding general for ever. 

There is no profeffion more thanklefs than that 
of a partifan, however well this word may found 
in the ear of a young officer ; for though an offi* 
cermay have ferved as fuch during ten campaigns 
. with the greateft eclat, and fhould be unfortu- 
nate in the eleventh, his hard-earned fame is at 
once blafted and forgotten. For inftance, Co- 
lonel Rail, M^ho by his (kill and acknowledged 
bravery had in the feven years war g^ned the 
confidence of feveral generals of the allied army, 
loft by one aft of negligence, his reputation and 
his life at Trenton, and that merely owing to his 
Contempt of the enemy. 

In this kind of warfare, fecrecy is the greateft 
virtue, and never more than two in the corps, 
whofe judgment, prefence of mind, information, 
and courage may be depended upon, fhould be 
acquainted with the objefi; of the undertaking. 
But, however neceflary fecrecy may be, one at 
leaft muft beintrufted with the objeft of the ex- 
pedition, for otherwife, fhould the commanding 
officer be feverely wounded or killed, the defign 
would of courfe be at an end. 

As every one has not an opportunity of tra- 
velling, they muft be content with the infonna- 
tion they can acquire by maps, and by quefiion* 
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ing the inhabitants refpefiing the fituation of the 
country which may be the feat of war. In order 
to obtain this, they fhould endeavour to pro- 
cure good guides for their march ; and if fo for- 
tunate in their choice as to meet with thofe who 
are well acquainted with the country, but cannot 
be trufted, non-commiffioned officers fhould b« 
ordered to accompany them as a guard ; but 
fuch guides muft be treated in a friendly man- 
ner, liberally entertained, and if poor, well paid, 
particularly when difmiffed. By giving thefe 
'incn a glafs of wine, a good meal, and a little 
money, you may acquire the good name and 
confidence of a whole diftrift. I have often 
,been neceffitated in the American war to feize 
upon guides by force ; for there was not a fingle 
perfon to be found in the whole country, well 
difpofed to the Britifli army ; but a good word, 
liberal treatment, and a few dollars, often caufed 
rthe moft difaiFefted man to become my friend, 
and in the end highly valuable : by fuch treat- 
ment you may rely upon it, that in every coun- 
try there are men who will affift, and feldom be- 
tray you; 

The greateft fecurity of a light corps upon a 

march depends upon the precaution and order, 

with which it is led. The commander muft, 

, above all things, obferve that every officer rides 

before his platoon, which fhould march in the 
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greateft order, and fhould fufFer no one exqept 
upon very preffing emergencies to fall out of the 
ranks. If this cannot be avoided, a non-com- 
miffioned officer muft remain to fee him back to 
his platoon. But the men fhould be accuftomed 
to this, when firft formed or in peaceable times, 
for nothing has a more awkward appearance than 
to fee officers when changing quarters, or when 
marching to manoeuvre, riding in parties in front 
and rear of the regiment, and the divifions inter- 
mixed. If the men are accuftomed to this in 
time of peace, they would not even think of do- 
ing otherwife in war. 

How did the Pruffians gain their advantage 
over a fuperior force ? By their good difcipline, 
order, and fkill in manoeuvring, to which they 
were accuftomed during peace; the battle of 
Zorndorf is an evident proof of this, in which 
the Pruffians, during the hotteft of the a^ion, 
preferved a certain order, whilft the Ruffians 
fought fans eiifemble. 

Upon a fecret expedition, all fervants and va- 
lets of the army ought to be placed under the 
command of an officer, and their place affigned 
upon the march between the corps and the rear 
guard ; for as they commonly ride about, to 
fearch for provilions for themfelves and their 
matters, one of them maybe taken by the enemy, 
and betray the approach of the corps. The 
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greateft irregularities frequently happen in vil- 
lages, owing to this clafs of men, by which the 
corps are detefted by the inhabitants, and the 
^hole blame falls upon the commander. 

As foon as we fufpeft the leaft danger from 
the enemy, an advance guard of 20 or 30 cavalry 
ihould be formed, befides a lateral patrole of the 
fame force on each flank ; their {kirmifliers muft 
fearch the country around for a quarter of a 
league, in order to receive timely intelligence 
of every thing that may approach : I have men- 
tioned above, how an officer muft a6J: in thefc 
circumftances. 

The advance guard of cavalry muft be followed 
by an officer, with the fame number of riflemen, 
in order to fupport him ; thefe on the enemy's 
approach muft extend two or three together, and 
endeavour to do execution upon the enemy's 
flankers, through the intervals of their own, 
who, if preflTed. too hard upon and forced to give 
way, the yagers muft lay hold of their ftirrups, 
and by this means fecure their retreat. If yagers 
be once praftifed to this manoeuvre, it would fel- 
dom happen, that any would be loft; for light in- 
fantry that cannot fight mixed with cavalry is of 
little ufe. HuflTars, or, any other light cavalry, 
if they knew what advantage they may derive 
from fuch affiftance, would exert themfelves to 
favour their retreat 
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We muft not purfue, however, the method 

which a certain m did upon a manoeuvre, 

who inftead of placing a yager's company be- 
hind the advance guard, placed it behind the 
whole column of cavalry, as he could not con- 
ceive how the yagers could extricate therafelves 
through the cavalry that was behind him, witli- 
out being trodden under foot by the horfes. 

If the country be open on the march, the ca- 
valry muft follow the advance guard of thofe 
riflemen, which are followed by the two compa- 
nies of riflemen and light infantry ; an officer 
having 10 cavalry, brings up the rear guard, 
whofe duty it is to obferve, that neither foldier 
or fervant remain behind. 

Crofs roads muft be maflced by a platoon of 
riflemen or light infantry, who there form up 
until the rear guard has paflTed, or that they are 
fucceflively relieved by the following divifions. 

The commander of a light corps cannot be 
too ftri6l in his orders to the oflicers or non- 
commiflioned oflScers, who lead the advance 
guard and lateral patroles, that they direfl; their 
flankers to extend as far as poflible (though not 
out of fight of each other) in front and on the 
iide where the enemy is expefted : to queftion 
and ftop all people whom they meet, and fend 
them to the commander of the corps, in order 
that they may not fall into a fnare, which might 
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toft many men, and occafion very ferious confe* 
quences. If the American officer on the day of 
the battle of Brandywine River had been fup- 
ported in his ambiifcade by fome hundred ca- 
valry, thefe, by a charge upon the head of Ge- 
neral Knyphaufen's column, when the Britifli 
Rangers were already in confufion, might have 
done fuch execution, as to have fruftrated the 
wh6le plan of General Howe, or at leaft, by fuch 
a momentary advantage have animated the Ame- 
ricans to a more obftinate refiftance* 

If there be on the march a hollow way, or a 
river, over which there is a bridge to be paffed, 
the detachment of riflemen that belong to the 
advance guard, muft file on both fides of the 
bridge or defil6, and occupy the banks of the 
former, or the heights of the latter. The ad- 
vance guard of cavalry may then pafs, and muft 
fearch the country far in front, and on both 
fides for half a league, in order to obtain infor- 
mation of the enemy from the neighbouring in- 
habitants, during which time the corps form up 
on both fides of the iffue of the defil6 or bridge. 
The officer of the advance guard takes poft as 
foon as he has ordered his flankers to fearch the 
country about one-eighth of a league diftant 
from the iflue of the defil6 or bridge, reports to 
the commander of the corps what may occur, 
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and proceeds upon his march in the before- 
mentioned order. 

By this means, intelligence of the enemy may 
be eafily acquired, fliould any of his detach- 
ments be (ituated in the neighbourhood of the 
poft, and obtain fufficient time to refolve, whe- 
ther to attack the enemy, maintain the poft, 
or retire. 

If an enemy's detachment have occupied fuch 
a poft, and there are orders to take it by force, 
or to fight the enemy wherever found ; no time 
fhould be loft, efpecially if it be a defil6, to 
charge the enemy refolutely with the light in- 
fantry, during which, both the rifle companies 
mjift endeavour to take the enemy in flank, and 
if poflible, in the rear. 

If the poft be a ftone bridge, which the 
enemy have not been able to demolifh, the rifle- 
men muft endeavour to amufe him along the 
banks of the river, whilft the cavalry attempt to 
pafs over or under the bridge, and if the enemy 
cannot hinder it, he muft retire. In both thefe 
inftances, the cavalry muft be fent after him, the 
light infantry follow, and try as much as poflible 
to annoy him upon the road. 

For example ; General Arnold on his march 
from Smithftown to Portfmouth in Virginia, 
perceived that the enemy had occupied the 
bridge near M'Key's Mill, which lay on the right 
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bank of the River Payan, with fome hundred 
fliarp-fliooters and a field piece, in order to fe- 
cure this pafs, or at leaft to force General Ar- 
nold to take a great round through a country 
where there were no roads. Colonel Simcoe was 
fent off with his cavalry to reconnoitre this poll. 
He was hardly on the road, before he fent back 
an officer to the general with the intelligence 
that the enemy intended to defend it. General 
Arnold ordered me to haften there with 50 rifle- 
men and 3 companies of rangers with all poffible 
fpeed. We arrived in the afternoon on this fide 
of the River Payan, and found that the enemy 
had occupied not only the mill, but the garden, 
which lay upon a hill on the right. As there 
was a plantation on this fide of the mill, near 
which flood an orchard, I occupied the latter 
with my party, and direfted a well-aimed fire 
upon thofe of the enemy who held the garden 
near the mill. During this time Colonel Simcoe 
attempted to ford the river a fhort half league 
below the mill. The enemy perceiving this, 
quitted the pofl ; I purfued him immediately 
with the yagers and a ranger's company over the 
ruins of the bridge ; upon which Colonel Sim- 
coe haflened on the Suffolk road towards me, 
and the enemy's detachment was almofl de- 
flroyed. 
If the defil6 be fo fituated, that one cannot go 
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round it, or the bridge be of ftone, \<rhich the 
enemy cannot demolifli, and he have occupied the 
defil6 or both banks of the river, divide the fharp- 
ihooters (if you be forced to attack the enemy) 
into two parties, and order them to keep up a 
continual fire upon him from both fides of the 
defil6 or the bridge ; you may alfo, in cafe of ne- 
ceffity, order the mounted riflemen to alight, 
whilfl: you attack the bridge with the light in- 
fantry • 

In cafe of fuccefs, and the enemy be driven 
back, the cavalry mufl; follow immediately, in 
order to hinder him from making head again. 
If the enemy by this means fhould be overcome, 
the favourable moment muft be well employed, 
and prefs on him fo clofely, that he will not ha^ 
zard another attack for fome time. 

Should the march be through hilly countries, 
the fliarp-iliooters fliould occupy the hills on 
both fides, in order to cover the corps. Every 
company mufl: in this cafe be divided into 8 or 
10 fe6lions, all of whom muft have their flankers, 
that they may cover and fearch a greater traft. 
Thefe fliould have good guides to direft them 
through the foot paths, which lead out of the 
main road, in order that they may be fearched 
to the diftance of a quarter of a league, fo that 
no party of the enemy may fteal by, and fall 
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upon the corps unawares in the flank or in the 
rear. 

If the roads in the hills be fo narrow that you 
cannot march by platoons or feftions, and are 
forced to file to the right or left, the heights 
muft be fo much the more ftrongly occupied, in 
order to march with fafety. In this cafe, the ad- 
vance and rear guards muft confift of light infan- 
try, and the cavalry follow behind both compa- 
nies of light infantry ; a trufty non-commiffioned 
officer with fome light dragoons may however be 
fent with the advance and rear guards, who, 
ihould any thing happen, will be ready to report 
the circumftance immediately to the commander. 

If the country be woody, the riflemen muft 
cover the advance and rear guards and both 
flanks, divide into fe6lions, as in hilly countries, 
and fearch the coverts a quarter of a league 
ftraight forwards, as well as on both fides. Thefe 
fe6iions, upon which the fafety of the corps de- 
pends, muft not remain behind each other in 
countries where they cannot fee far around them, 
but muft out-wing each other towards the 
enemy. 

By this means a company can fearch a diftrid 
of half a league wide, and if attacked, one fec- 
tion covers the other. In the fame manner, the 
two light infantry companies muft march into 
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the wood on both fides, and the cavalry proceed 
between them upon the road. 

When marching in the night, which is the beft 
time for fecret expeditions, it is well to double 
the advance guard, in order that they may fall 
upon the enemy with more efFe6l, for flankers 
cannot go far out in the night-time to look 
around. To judge how an officer fhould a6l 
in this cafe, I refer the reader to the foregoing 
fedions. 

Should an officer fl:umble upon the enemy 
with his advance guard, he muft form up with 
the whole immediately, on both fides the road ; 
if in a plain, the cavalry fliould be placed upon 
the flanks of the light infantry, and the riflemen 
drawn up behind the cavalry; for as the enemy 
in fuch an occurrence will be equally embar- 
rafled, there will be nothing to fear. In this 
cafe, fome fcouts of two or three men may be 
fent towards the enemy, who, creeping upon 
their hands and knees, approach his front and 
flanks unobferved, and thereby form an idea of 
his ftrength : from their report and his inftruc- 
tions, the officer will be able to judge whether 
he niufl: wait until day-break, or retreat. 

An officer may alfo be fent out to procure in- 
telligence of the approach of the enemy, in which 
cafe, as it generally takes place in the night, I 
would recommend him to proceed ftill more 
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cautioufly, for it may happen, that he will find 
him where he leaft expelled him. For example. 
In the year 1781, when the French and American 
army had encamped upon the heights of White 
Plain, and had advanced their out-pofts as far as 
Top's Ferry; on the2lft of July, General Clinton 
having an intention to forage the whole country 
between the Sawmill and Hudfon's River as far as 
Philip's and Valentine's Heights, in order to be 
beforehand with the enemy who was approaching, 
ordered on the evening of the 22d, Lieutenant 
Colonel Emmrich to go with a detachment up 
Hudfon's River, and occupy the heights of Top's 
Ferry ; but after midnight, when 2000 waggons 
with the neceflary efcort had already arrived 
upon York Ifland near the King's Bridge, the ge- 
neral received intelligence that the enemy's army 
was in motion, upon which he recalled the fo- 
ragers. Lieutenant Colonel Prufchenk was in- 
ftantly ordered with 200 yagers and 30 light 
dragoons to gain the pafs of Philip's Bridge, 
in order to favour the retreat of Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Emmrich, and to cover and fupport his 
rear and right flank, fliould he be attacked. Ge- 
neral Wafhington, who had received the pre- 
ceding day certain intelligence that De Lancy's 
volunteers were to go a plundering on the next 
day as ufual, fent the fame night a detachment 
of his beft troops about Miles's Square, to form 
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an ambufcade behind the heights that lay be-^ 
tween King's Bridge and Morifine, where De 
Lancy's corps were quartered, in order to attack 
and defeat them upon their march ; of all which 
General Clinton had not received the leaft intel- 
ligence. Lieutenant Colonel Prufchenk had 
hardly marched a quarter of a league when his 
flankers, who were fortunately commanded by 
an excellent officer (Lieutenant Schaffer), dif- 
covered fome concealed fentries of the enemy : 
the non-commiffioned officer of the party, a man 
of extraordinary prefence of mind, and of great 
courage, fuppofing them to belong to De Lan- 
cy's corps, wiflied them " Good morning ;" but 
as they attempted to feize him, he perceived his 
error, and cried aloud, " Rebels are here!" "ex- 
tricated himfelf from their hands, and fired. 

Lieutenant Schafffer, who had already ad vancied 
farther with the advance guard upon the road 
of Courtland's plantation, but who marched with 
every precaution, was likewife informed by his 
flankers, that they thought they faw fome men 
before them. The officer had hardly called out 
to them to look attentively before them, as the 
day was breaking, than they received a fire from 
the enemy, by which the greater part of them 
were either killed or wounded. He returned the 
fire, but finding himfelf furrounded by the enemy 
on ail fides, refolved to crofs a n^orafs which was 
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upon the right, and by which he fortunately 
efcaped. 

Lieutenant Colonel Prufchenk, who was mean 
while endeavouring to gain a height, formed up, 
attacked the enemy refolutcly, and routed him 
after a treble attack. Colonel Wurmb haftened 
to his afliftance with the remaining part of the 
Heffian yager's corps; the enemy was driven 
back •beyond Devan's plantation, and the de- 
tachment under Lieutenant Colonel Emmrich 
faved. The enemy left upon the field more 
killed and feverely wounded than the whole of 
the yager detachment, whofe lofs amounted only 
to 37 killed and wounded. 

Should you be fent out to cover the rear of 
another detachment, or to fupport it, every 
means ought to be employed to accomplifh the 
obje6l : the preceding example is worthy of imi- 
tation, which alfo proves, that you fhould never 
think yourfelf fully fecure ; for had this detach- 
ment been furprifed and cut off, it would not 
only have been loft, but alfo that under Lieute- 
nant Colonel Emmrich, whofe fortunate efcape 
depended upon it ; and the lofs of thofe detach- 
ments would have been irreparable to fo fmall 
an army as General Clinton's at that time was. 

Colonel Prufchenk here a6led in the beft man- 
ner poffible ; for, had he loft his prefence of mind, 
and delayed, Lieutenant Colonel Emmrich, who 
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was already preffed upon by the enemy, would 
have been loft. There are circumftances in war, 
when all muft be hazarded, and at one time 
meafures may be undertaken with propriety, 
which at another would be rafhnefe and fool- 
hardinefs. 

As often as you halt or encamp upon a fecret 
expedition, you ought to avoid inhabited places, 
and choofe the moft covered countries ; obferv- 
ing however, that you have water in the neigh- 
bourhood. If the bread which you had brought 
with you be finifhed, fend a trufty non-commif- 
fioned officer, after you have fully examined that 
you be in fafety, with chofen men to the neareft 
village, in order to raife what you may want. 
Under fuch circumftances, order this party to 
bring back with them the lord of the manor, 
a municipal officer, a prieft or forefter, to pro- 
cure intelligence from them. If you be in an 
enemy's country, you may keep any of them 
with you as long as convenient, fignifying to the 
inhabitants, that Ihould you difcover any trea- 
chery, thefe hoftages will be hanged. 

If you find that an enemy's detachment oc- 
cupy the neighbourhood whence neceffity com- 
pels you to fetch provifions, and you cannot 
attack him owing to his fuperiority, or for other 
Teafons, you muft not remain a moment longer 
tban you have received the neceffary provifions, 
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but march a few leagues to one fide, or even to 
the rear, and turn again by a round-about way 
to the road which you are to follow, in order 
that the inhabitants may not betray you, who in 
general cannot fpare much, and therefore will 
not give willingly. It is beft to pay ready money 
for the bread, when you are incritical circum- 
ftances, and only take as much as neceffity re- 
quires. 

If fent out to feize an important pofl:, to take 
hoftages, or to lay in ambufcade for an enemy's 
convoy, you muft avoid an engagement, even if 
certain of fuccefs, for fear of lofing your prin- 
cipal objeft, and afting contrary to your orders. 
If you be however forced to engage with an 
enemy^s detachment upon your march, you muft 
not be too long in refolving, make your difpofi- 
tion immediately, and charge him refolutely, 
though fuperior ; for it is a general rule in war, 
that he who begins the attack, has already half 
the victory, and fortune generally favours the 
refolute and brave, and very often indeed the 
rafh. In cafe the country be flat, fall upon one 
of the flanks of the enemy with the greater part 
of your cavalry and light infantry, whilfl: the 
riflemen, fupported by the other part of the ca- 
valry, will amufe the other wing of the enemy 
by a falfe attack : the riflemen muft ejadeavour 
by their deftru6live fire to annoy and weaken 
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tlie enemy on all fides from afar; for fliould 
once one of the enemy's wings be thrown into 
confufion, and begin to waver, the other wing 
will foon follow the example, and a general route 
be the confequence. In cafe the country be in- 
terfered with woods or hills, y©u muft fall up- 
on the enemy on all fides by platoons or divi- 
fions, and you may employ your riflemen to great 
advantage in fuch countries, where the cavalry 
or bayonet can be of little or no effeft. 

On an attack, divide your corps into two parts, 
and fend them upon both wings of the enemy. 
The advance guard of the corps under the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette was defeated in this manner 
near Spencer's Houfe, not far from Williamf- 
burg. In the campaign in Virginia, the army 
under Lord Cornwaliis quitted their camp near 
Pfaun's Plantation on the 125 tb of June at fun-r 
fet, and direfted their march towards Williamf- 
burg. Colonel Simcoe was to cover the left 
flank of the Englilh army, with his corps and the 
yager detachment, to take his march between 
the rivers Chikahomming and Difcant, to carry 
oflf the cattle, defl:roy the boats he might find in 
both rivers, and to burn the tobacco manufac-r 
tories. Hereupon he divided his corps into two 
divifions, with one of which he marched himfelf 
along the left bank of the Chikahomming, and I 
remained with the oth^r upon the right bank of 
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the Difcant. We were informed upon the firft 
and fecond march by fome well difpofed people, 
that the enemy was purfuing us : we were in- 
deed upon our guard ; but being generally not 
farther from our army than four or fix leagues, 
we laughed at this intelligence, and confidered 
it as fome contrivance they had in view to fend 
us out of the neighbourhood as foon as poffible. 

Without attending to this, we determined to 
adhere ftridly to our orders, more efpecially as 
on the 25th we received intelligence near Bur- 
ben's Plantation, that Lieutenant Colonel Tarle- 
ton had halted the fame day near Fund's Plan- 
tation, a Jeague and a half on my right, with 
the Britiih legion, who formed the rear of the 
army. 

I haftened to Colonel Simcoe over Soan'a 
Bridge, where the Difcant falls into the Chika- 
homming ; we came through the paffes of Nar- 
wells and both Coopers' Mills, and arrived fafe 
on the 26th, at feven o'clock in the morning, at 
Spencer's Plantation, two leagues from Williamf- 
burg, where the army then was, bringing with 
us 1200 head of horned cattle. 

As we had marched the whole night, the Co- 
lonel ordered us to reft ourfelves a few hours in 
the wood on the fides of the road. The cattle 
was driven under a fnfall efcort before us, and 
as we thought ourfelves in perfeft fafety, only a 
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few fentries were placed. I had the advanced 
guard with the yagers, one company of grena- 
diers, and one of light infantry ; the battalion 
of Rangers followed, after thefe the cattle, then 
the cavalry, and a Scotch company with the 
colonel brought up the rear. 

The country was interfered with wood, mo- 
raffes, and heights. The cavalry was fent to 
water by platoons, at a rivulet which wound 
through a valley on the left, and was not far 
from the place which the Scotch company had 
occupied. 

The enemy, to whom all the inhabitants were 
well difpofed, and who on the contrary hated us, 
becaufe we had done them much injury in the 
execution of our orders- as to the difaffedled fub- 
jefts, was arrived fo near us by a very quick 
march, (without our having received any intelli- 
gence of it), that we had hardly time when the 
fentries gave fire, to take up arms. 

Fortunately for us, the American Major 
Macpherfon, who fell upon a part of the cavalry 
whiltt watering their horfes, attacked fomewhat 
too foon, and thereby gave the alarm. I fprang 
upon my horfe at the firft Ihots, and haftened 
through an orchard that was ftraight before me, 
in order to look round ; I perceived, at the 
diflance of a gun-fliot, a line of infantry, a part 
of which inclined to the left, in order to cut us 
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off from Williamlburg's road : I galloped back 
again; a French officer purfued me, but was 
taken prifoner by my orderly dragoon : I cried 
out, forward ! ordered the yagers to incline to the 
right, that they might fall upon the flanks of the 
enemy, if it were poffible, or at leaft to maintain 
the road to Williamlburg, and charged the ene- 
my with the companies of grenadiers and light 
infantry without firing. The Scotch captain, 
M^Key, did the fame on the enemy's right ; and 
Captain Schenk, with the few dragoons and 
huflars which he had collefted together in hafte, 
fell upon the enemy's cavalry, and routed them. 
For ten minutes I was at clofe quarters with the 
enemy's infantry. Lieutenant Bickel fell upon 
his left flank, and fome -yagers, who had turned 
it, fell upon him in the rear ; in Ihort, the ene- 
my was driven back, and we efcaped a fnare, in 
which we might have lofl; our lives or liberty. 
We took five officei's prifoners, (two of whom 
were Frenchmen who had ferved as volunteers, 
and about 60 men. The enemy lofl: many men'; 
and we had three officers and about 50 killed 
and wounded. The enemy's detachment, which 
belonged to the Marquis de la Fayette's army, 
who was prefent himfelf, amounted to 1200 
of his befi; men. 

This example fhews that courage and fortune 
alone faved us ; for we had in every refpeft 
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Heglefted the neceffary precaution, by too mucli 
dependence upon the vicinity of our army. At 
any rate, during our reft, we ought to have fent 
fmall parties to patrole around, by which means 
timely intelligence of the enemy's approach 
would have been received : this was more efpe- 
cially neceflary in a country like Virginia, which 
is fo covered with forefts, and where all the ii\ha- 
bitants were difaffefted. If Major Macpherfon 
had not committed the unpardonable fault of 
attacking too foon, the enemy would have had 
time to have inclined more to the left, by which 
we fhould have been cut off from the road to the 
army, and have been attacked on all fides. 

If the enemy be defeated, you may indeed pur- 
fuc, but this muft be done very cautioufly, and 
the country and particular circumftances well 
confidered. If you have driven back a very 
fuperior force, and you fufpeft any ftratagem, 
it is well to reft fatisfied with the firft advantage. 
Should you have this advantage over the enemy 
in hilly or woody countries, you muft purfue 
him very cautioufly, and not too far, for you 
run a rifli of being cut off. But if the coun- 
try be open that you can fee around you, and 
you find that the enemy cannot be fupported, 
you may in fuch a cafe purfue him until he is 
completely routed. For inftance : in the affair at 
Spencer's Plantation, it would have been blame- 
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for our commiffion was fulfilled, and it was our 
duty to join the army again as foon as poffible ? 
Befides this, he would have run the rifk of their 
being the advance guard of the enemy's army, 
which was following, (as was really the cafe) 
and would foon have fupported them. 

In order to find out and drive back the 
enemy's detachments, which may have rendered 
the country unlafe by their inroads, divide your 
corps into two or three parts, each of which 
ought to take a different rout, that ihould one 
of them be attacked, the remainder may be 
ready for a fupport By this difpofition, you 
gain the advantage, that if the middle corps be 
fallen upon, the two others may attack the 
enemy's flank and rear. P'or inflance : in the 
winter of 1778? when the Englifh army lay in 
Philadelphia, Colonel Wurmb frequently went 
out towards the enemy, who wintered at Va- 
lee's Forge, in order to cover the market people 
and tradefmen who furniihed the army in Phila- 
delphia with provifions. He generally divided 
his corps into three parts, one of which took the 
main road towards Lancafter, the fecond march- 
ed along Marfchal's road, and the third took the 
great road down the Delaware, leading to Derby. 
As thefe roads ran parallel, and only one or one 
and a half league from each other, the thickets 
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and other covered places ; which Ver6 tetwcea 
the three roads, could be fo well fearched by the 
lateral patroles, that no party of the enemy 
could be concealed here ; each divifion had hb 
appointed poft, to halt, to lay in ambufcade for 
a certain time, with orders to fupport that party, 
which might happen to be attacked. General 
Morgan, who commanded a corps of rifle-men 
and Indians, had frequently received orders 
from General Wafhington, to lay himfelf in 
ambufcade, in order to cut off one of our par- 
ties, or employ every means to attack and de* 
feat it; but by reafon of the very Ikilful march- 
ing order of Colonel Wurmb, this bold man ne- 
ver hazarded more than to fhew himfelf at a dif- 
tance. 

In the feven years war, as the Pruffian gene- 
ral. Von Driefen, returned from the Bamberg 
expedition to Hof, and encamped there, he re- 
ceived intelligence that a party of the enemy 
were approaching. Major Von Rohl, of Se- 
culy's Huflars, received orders immediately to go 
againft him with 300 huffars in the night. The 
Pruffian major divided his detachment into three 
divilions, two of which turned fidewards, and 
the other he kept with him. At day-break he 
met with one of the enemy's out-pofts, defeated 
it, together with the detachment who came to its 
affiftancej on the purfuit, he met with a batta- 
lion 
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talion of voluutecrs, who had pofted themlelves 
in buihes upon the height of Rehan. The Pruf- 
fian major, perceiving this, halted, in order to 
wait for one of his detachments, one of which, 
commanded by Captain Ruhlman, he perceived 
advancing ; he refolved the moment he faw that 
this battalion retreated in a fquare to attack 
them fword in hand, and he alfo completely 
routed it : as he was purfuing them he fell in 
wrth an Aufirian regiment of huffars, where- 
upon he retreated in fuch good order, that thq 
eiieiny did not even attempt to annoy him. 

It fom6times happens, that you receive upoQ 
a march intelligence of a detachment that knows 
nothing of you, and has occupied a poft clofe to 
yours ; this is generally a good opportunity to 
furprife him, for very often, if they receive no 
intelligence of the enemy, they are too apt, du- 
ring day-time, to forget the neceffary precau- 
tion. I have feen, more than once, the men un-t 

drefs themfelves, or ftroU about immediately afteir 
a long march, in order to fearch for provifions, 
and the piquets, which were pofted, not in much 
better preparation. — It is day ! Nothing from 
the enemy ! That was enough. The IQth Eng- 
lifli regiment once repented fuch .a fault in Ca- 
rolina. It was ordered to march to Charles- 
town; the commander thought himfelf fuffi- 
ciently fafc, as he was between the army and 
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the before-mentioned fortrefs. Upon the march 
he occupied a poft, not far from Monckcorne», 
behind a fmall river, over which there was a 
bridge, placed a piquet on this fide of the 
bridge, and had his two field pieces drawn in 
front of it. Major Armfl:rong, who was a good 
partifan, and who was fkirmiihing between the 
army and Charleftown, received information by 
his fpies the moment that the Englifli colonel 
had occupied this pofl:. Though he had already 
made a long march, he took a handful of men, 
whofe horfes ftill appeared to be frefli ; Hole 
along through the woods as near the bridge as 
poffiblc ; galloped to it in the middle of the day, 
hewed down the piquet and many Englifli fol- 
diers in camp, the remainder were forced to 
take flidter in the neighbouring wood, and he 
returned without lofing a man. 

If fent out to deftroy the magazines of the ene- 
my, to take hofl:ages or levy contributions, it 
mufl: be done with the cavalry, for fuch duties 
muft be performed expeditioufly. In this cafe, 
it would be well to have mounted infantry, as I 
have before mentioned ; for as you may be very 
diftant from the ai-my, the cavalry, covered al- 
ways by infantry, can go double the difiiance, 
and be doubly fecure. I advife you on fuch ex- 
peditions not to remain too long in one place, to 
halt always in the mod covered countries when 
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you wifli to reft, and on your return to take a 
round-about way. For inftance ; as Prince Henry 
in 1758 invaded Franconia with the army from 
Vogtland, and the Pruffian corps under General 
Driefen advanced to Bamberg, upon which the 
army of the empire had marched as far as Saaz 
in Bohemia in order to cover it : General Bel- 
ling, then Lieutenant-Colonel, went with his 
fauflars to Sarden and Konigwarth in the rear of 
the army of the empire, took hoftages with him^ 
and returned over Afch. Immediately after he 
went again with his huffars in the country of 
Bamberg, as far as Kupferbcrg, from thence to 
Kemnat aiid Auterbach in the Upper Pfalz, and 
returned over Erbach, Forckheim and Bamberg, 
after taking a great number of hoftages, and 
having fpread terror and raifed contribution 
through almoft the whole of Franconia and Up- 
per Pfalz. 

This fecond example fhews, that when fuch 
expeditions are undertaken with promptitude 
and precaution, they are generally fuccefsful. 
On 17th July, as the army under Lord Cornwal- 
lis during the Virginian cp-mpaigns ilood at Suf- 
folk, Colonel Dundas paffed the Nanfemond ri- 
ver with the 80th Scotch regiment of foot, which 
had been mounted by permiffion of the com- 
mander in chief, turned the enemy's corps under 
General Barker, which ftood behind Blackwater's 
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River; deftroyed an enemy's magazine in the 
neighbourhood of Edenton on the frontiers of 
North Carolina, and returned by Sommerton to 
the army on the iQth evening, having gone more 
than 1CX3 miles. 

If you find by good and trufty fpies that a de- 
tachment of the enemy be on their march to at- 
tack you, and he has a defil6 to pafs, you muft 
haften to occupy it, and to conceal yourfelf in 
fuch a manner, that when he has pafTed the de-* 
fil6 with a part of his men, (fhould he have for^ 
gotten the neceffary precaution), you can fall 
upon him ; but this muft be done in the moft 
fudden and refolute manner, for you will have it 
in your power to fuffer as many of the enemy to 
come out of the defil6 as you think proper to at^ 
tack ; whilft thofe in the rear cannot give the 
leaft affiftance, but on the contrary will be thrown 
into confufion themfelves, and be obliged to fly 
with the others. In this manner a few hundred 
cavalry will be a match for thoufands, and even 
rout them. 

But in this cafe the enemy fliould not be pur^ 
fued farther than the defile ; for as his remaining 
men on the other fide of the defil6 will certainly 
form up, you would be falling into the fame 
fnare yourfelf, and lofe all your former advan- 
tage. 

For inftance, had Colonel Dundas followed 
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this rule, and gone to meet the Duke de Lauzun 
as far as the defile near Porwell's Mill, inftead of 
waiting for him at Saul's Plantation, near Glou- 
cefter, he would certainly have overcome the 
French huflTars ; and fuppofing the Duke to have 
ufed the greateft precaution in paffing the defil^, 
our retreat would have always been fafe, having 
light infantry with u^, and the greateft part of 
the road to Gloucefter being woody. 

There are circumftances in war, which muft be 
performed in fuch hafte, that cavalry alone can 
be employed : but as you may be forced to re- 
turn the fame way, and have to rifk yourfelf in the 
fame defil^es through which you went, fuch de- 
fil6es ought to be occupied with light infantry, 
in order to fecure your rear, and prevent being 
cut off by the enemy. For inftance, as Lord 
Cornwallis in the Virginian campaign marched 
on the 20th June from New Kent Court-houfe to- 
wards Williamfburg, and wifhed to conceal his 
march from the Marquis de la Fayette who 
flood near Richmond, he ordered Colonel Simcoe 
to manoeuvre towards Newcaftle, which lay be- 
hind Richmond, in order to attrafl; the enemy's 
attention to that quarter; the colonel had with 
him his own regiment, the yager's detachment, 
and the mounted riflemen ; but on his rout to 
tlie Black and Matadequin rivers, (upon the 
left bank of the latter of which there is an ex- 
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tcnfivc "defil^, which he was forced to leave in 
his rear, having no other way to choofe for his 
return, and efpecially as the defil6 of Matadequin 
lay in a direft line with Richmond, where the 
enemy was) the colonel fent me with a grenadier 
and a light infantry company together with the 
yagers behind the firft, and Major Armftrong, 
with the ranger's battalion, to (land behind the 
latter, in order to cover both pafles. As the road 
from Richmond to Newcaftle entered the road 
from Williamlburg, at the pafs of Matadequin 
River, I pofted for fecurity Captain Stauvenfand 
upon this road fome miles on my left towards 
Richmond; I had alfo pofted an officer with 30 
yagers in a thicket upon the great road, fome 
miles off between the pafs where Major Arm- 
ftrong ftood and myfelf. The enemy's party fell 
upon both my advance pofts, but being repulfed 
with lofs, they gave up the attempt: towards 
evening Colonel Simcoe, who had taken an 
American colonel prifoner in a fkirmifh, returned, 
and we joined the army about midnight at Baun's 
Plantation. 

If you have the advance guard of an army, or 
of a corps that is appointed to inveft a fortrefs, 
yoii muft as foon as you are a few leagues from 
it haften your march as much as poffible, in or- 
der to arrive before the place unexpeftedly, and 
rufh into the fuburbs, where you will probably 

furprifc 



( 137 ) 

furprife maiiy officers and men. The commander 
of the fortrefs may perhaps have committed a fault, 
and fufFered the cattle to graze near town until 
the laft moment, which will thus fall into your 
handsj and occalion a fcarcity in the town a few 
days fooner, only you muft not pay any atten- 
tion to the firing from the ramparts, which will 
certainly take place; for as your army is fol- 
lowing, and certainly feen by the enemy from 
the fteeples, you may be affured that he will not 
fend out any troops againft you, left fuch troops 
fhould be driven back, and you prefs with them 
at the fame time into the town. 

If the enemy be routed, or he retreats fo faft 
that you cannot come up with him, be doubly 
on your guard, and not half intoxicated with 

, your good fortune, for you cannot tell what kind 
of ah opponent you have to deal with. The fol- 

. lowing example will fupport this rule. It was 
during the war which Charles the Twelfth, king 
of Sweden, carried on with the Ruffians and Au- 
guftus, king of Poland ;' this hero in the cam- 
paign of 1701 had already madehimfelf matter 
of Courland, and fenthis detachment as far as the 
Polifh territory, in order to prote6J; Prince Sa- 
picha againft Oginfky, who had openly declared 
againft the king of Sweden, and attacked and 
routed feveral detachments of the Swedifh army. 
The king refolved to find out, attack, and deftroy 

this 
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this enemy. For this purpofe he ordered on the 
111 of December, in the night, a detachment of 
400 men of the foot guards to be conveyed in 
fledges, entered Courland, and joined Colonel 
Humerhielm, who was pofted with a detachment 
of cavahy at Schandau. The march was conti- 
nued from Schandau to Cahvaria, to which place 
I- ■ Meyerfeld, then ftationed at Polangen, 

was ordered. The king, who here received in- 
teUigence that the enemy was at Skudi^ hafiened 
to it with the cavahy ; but the enemy had left 
Skudi in great hafte, and retired farther off. The 
king refolved to wait for the infantry at Skudi, 
and leaving it behind him in this town, haftened 
on the following day towards Tirkfel, which 
place Oginfky had only left a few minutes when 
the king arrived, and had taken his route to 
Tirlky. The king purfued him thither, but (till 
not finding him as expe6led, he gave up all hopes 
of meeting with him. As the troops were 
now weary, and wanted reft, the king ordered 
them to be quartered in the town, and he himfelf 
occupied the cafde, where for fafety a guard of 
only 30 cavalry was pofted. Oginfky, who was 
inftantly informed by the prieft of the town of 
the fecurity of the Swedes, took 6000 men in the 
night, and haftened to Triiki, in order to furprifc 
them. He found it open, galloped into it with 
H loud fliout as far as the market place, where he 

fet 
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fet fire to fome houfes, in order to increafe the 
confulion of the Swedes. The Swedes, who had 
not in the leaft expefted fuch a vifit, and had 
gone to bed, awoke, and took up arms with fuch 
precipitation, that many of them appeared on 
horfeback in their very fliirts. Captain Sack, 
and Count Flemming of the horfe guards were 
the firft who came on horfeback ; they coUefted 
a handfnl of men, and attacked the Poles with 
the greateft courage, which refohition gave the 
remainder of the Swedes time to colle6t them^ 
felves, and fupport the attack. The Poles were 
attacked on all fides and driven back. The 
Swedes fell fo furioufly upon them, that great 
numbers of Poles were cut to pieces or taken ; 
Oginfky's own horfe and a pair of kettle-drums 
fell into the hands of the brave Swedes. 

In this inflance, the manner in which Ogin- 
iky executed his excellent plan, is as much to 
blame as the fecurity of Charles the 12th; had 
the former filently occupied the avenues and 
ftreets around the quarters of the Swedes, and 
fcnt a ftrong detachment to the caftle, where the 
firft attack ought to have been made, his fucccfs 
muft have been certain ; efpecially being fo far 
fuperior in number. The Swedes would have 
been cut to pieces one by one as they came out 
of the houfes, the king taken prifpner, and the 

Polifh 
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Polifh general would have had the honour of 
having put an end to the war. 



SECTION IL 

Of the choice of a Poji in the Field. 

WHATEVER may be the objeft of an out- 
poft, all the rules laid down for this branch of 
fervice have the fame tendency : viz. to beware 
againft infult, and adopt fuch meafures as will 
render even the beft plan of the enemy abortive. 

Out-potts, where light troops are generally 
employed, are intended for covering an army or 
corps and to fecure it from furprize. They are 
calcujated to obferve an enemy laying oppofite, 
or at a fhort diftance, attend to his motions, and 
fend to head-quarters a fatisfaftory report of 
every circumftance which may be difcovered; 
and in the mean time, fliould the enemy comtnit 
himfelf in any refpe6l, the out-potts will endear 
vonr to feize the opportunity and execute a coup 
de main. 

This will prove, how vigilant and cautious 
out-potts fhould be, as the fafety of the whole 
army, and the lives and liberty of thoufands reft 
upon them. 

The 
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The firft rule for the commander of a light 
corps who arrives at a poft which he knows only 
by the map, will be to march to fome command- 
ing ground, and there leave the men under arms 
until he receive intelligence of the enemy ; for 
which purpofe he fliould fend fmall parties of 
caValry to all the avenues leading to the enemy; 
thefe will coUeft information in the neighbouring 
villages, and bring back with them fome of the 
principal inhabitants. 

The commanding officer fliould endeavouf to 
get from thefe people the intelligence he wants ; 
he fhould enquire about all the iffues which may 
lead towards the enemy, at what diftance he is^ 
how ftrong, and how far he fends his patroles, iu 
order not to forget this laft point, he ought to 
mark the names of fuch places upon his map. He 
fhould afk thofe inhabitants who appear friendly 
inclined to recommend fome trufty man to ferve 
as a fpy, upon being well paid. He fhould be- 
fides, procure the heft guides, ride with them 
about the country, place his poils, and let the 
men off duty refl them'felves, and cook their 
viftuals. Infantry may be fuffered to take off 
their accoutrements, and the cavalry to unbridle 
and feed their horfes ; but no man is to be per- 
mitted to pull off his clothes, or go out of camp. 

Guards of cavalry mufl be placed in the open 
country, where videts can command an extenfive 
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j)rolpe£l; and centinels be planted in the thickeft 
cover, though in fuch a manner as to be able to 
difcover their front and flanks at fome diftance. 
If the ground permit, vedettes and fentries ought 
to be advanced as far as eight hundred or a thou- 
fand paces. During the night the guards of 
cavalry muft retire and take poft behind thofe of 
infantry. Riflemen fhould perform the day, and 
light infantry the night duty, or aft together 
mixed. If it can be done and the ground allow 
it, vedettes and fentries fhould be pofted during 
the night fo as to have high ground before them, 
as an objeft is far more eafily difcerned at night 
from below, than in looking down from an hill* 
If there be in the neighbourhood a wood 
crofled by any roads leading to the enemy, or 
any defile near the pofls through which the ene- 
my can approach undifcovered ; in either cafe 
the piquets muft be advanced to thefe places ; 
but fliould the poft you are ordered to take be 
ill chofen, and fliould you find a much better 
within about a thoufand paces, occupy the latter 
by all means, taking care to acquaint the general 
with it. For inftance, in lord Cornwallis's re- 
treat from Suffolk to Portfmouth, an officer of 
the ftaff planted me with a detachment of ca- 
valry and infantry, between a thick wood and a 
river, the banks of which were fwampy on both 
fides, with a dyke and bridge acrofs. As I had 

been 
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been wounded in that very place, five months 
before in a fkirmilh, and fortunately for me 
knew the country better than he; I retreated 
over the dyke, reported the circumftance to 
head-quarters, and my condu6l was approved. 

In another inftance ; when General Sir H. Clin- 
ton made his retreat from Philadelphia, through 
the Jerfeys in the year 1778, and wiflied to pafs 
the Ankocus by Foftertown, along which river 
the enemy had ruined all the bridges ; I was fent 
over with 1 50 yagers, to take poft and cover the 
working parties which were to repair the bridge. 
The place where I had been fent was a plain, fur- 
rouoded at the diftance of a league with woods 
and heights, under the cover of which, the ene- 
my could have approached unperceived and at- 
tacked me unawares. I placed my polls as I 
had been ordered, but taking with me an officer 
and 30 men proceeded to the fummit of the 
higheft hill, in order to reconnoitre the country 
around ; from thence I perceived at the diftance 
of half a league, a few houfes and a mill, and by 
examining my map I concluded that it was a 
place called Carftown, fituated upon an arm of 
the Ankocus. I fent for 30 yagers more, and 
having approached the place I faw that the 
bridge upon that arm had alfo been ruined. The 
mill was occupied by a fmall party of riflemen, 
who gave way after a few ihots, when they faw , 

that 
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that I was determined to carry the poft. I con-* 
trived to crofs the river upon th6 ruins of the 
bridge, occupied the mill and reported my con- 
du6J; ; upon which I received orderiS to continue 
where I was ; I was reinforced with 30 yagers 
more, the bridge repaired during the night, and 
the general did me the honour to acknowledge 
that I had gained for him a day's march. 

If the enemy be near, the beft way (fuppofing 
the rear to be well covered,) will be to draw the 
out-pofts as near as poffible to thofe of the ene- 
my ; they will thereby cover more effe6lually the 
intended ground ; the men will be more alert, 
having the enemy in fight, his motions will be 
more eafily watched, and a better opportunity 
given to profit by any fault he may commjt. 
General Luckner always a6led in this manner 
during the feven years war; the duke of Lauzun 
by Gloucefter in Virginia, would by this means 
have been of great fer vice to the corps under Ge- 
neral Choify, if Lord Cornwallis had attempted 
fo fight his way out of York, on that fide with 
the remnant of his army, as was in fa6l the ori- 
giiial intention of this brave general. 

Placing piquets and centinels is not to be con- 
fidered as the only method for prote6ting an out- 
pofl; ; patroles mufl: alfo be frequently fcnt 
towards the enemy in order to procure timely 
intelligence of his motions and approach ; thefe 

muft 
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tnuft be, efpecially, during the night, incef- 
fantly backwards and forwards upon the roads 
which lead in that dire6lion and crofs each 
other before the line of vedettes and fentries. 
If the country be fo interfered that the pofts 
cannot fee far before them, or a defile, be fo fitu- 
ated in front, that it cannot be conveniently 
occupied, and might offer an opportunity to the 
enemy to approach undifcovered, it would be 
proper to prepare in the night-time an ambufcadc 
of a non-commiffioned officer and a few yagers, 
with orders to give a volley as foon as they ihould 
hear a party of the enemy approaching. Sup- 
pofing that it fliould occafion the lofs of a man 
or two ; fo inconfiderable a lofs is not adequate 
tofthe immenfe advantage which would refult 

■ 

from this meafure; and if the yagers be properly 
trained, it will but feldom happen. I cannot re- 
coUeft more than one inftance during the feven 
campaigns of the American war, where an am- 
bufcade of this kind was loft. It happened near 
Portfmouth on the IQthof March 1781, when 
General Arnold was informed that the Marquis 
de la Fayette was marching againft him with a 
ftrong corps ; in order to be acquainted in time 
with the approach of that corps, I placed a non- 
commiffioned officer and 6 yagers in ambufcade 
at about half a league upon the road which the 
enemy was to take, two of whom fell into his 
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hands, but the Heflian and Anfpach yagers were 
fo well trained to this kind of warfare, that thfey 
were equal to the artful Croats, and even thefe 
two would not have been taken prifoners, if, out 
of eagernefs to fhoot fome of the enemy, they 
had not fuffered his advance guard to approach 
them too near. 

Such ambufcades are principally ufeful in an 
enemy's country where the inhabitants are un- 
friendly towards you ; and it will prevent the 
enemy from fliooting or carrying off fentries in 
which the American militia were as great adepts 
as the Croats ; it fecures fo effedlually your pofts 
againft parties of the enemy, that they will not 
afterwards approach them without fear. 

Strong patroles of infantry and cavalry ought 
alfo to be fent out daily towards the enemy, ef- 
pecially before day-break, but not at any fored 
houVj in order to difappoint or make him fuffer, 
if he Ihould attempt to furprize any of your fmall 
patroles. 

Whole companies or troops may alfo, now and 
then, be polled in covered countries, between the 
out-pofts and the enemy, and fall unawares upon 
fuch parties as may approach. 

If you be frequently alarmed by the enemy, do 
not fuffer it quietly, but alarm him ftill more fre* 
quently, in order to keep him in awe, and tire 
him out. 

During 
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During the day time, the men are in general to 
be allowed as much reft as circumftances will ad* 
mit, efpecially if the country be open around you; 
cavalry may then be permitted to unbridle and 
unfaddie for a moment to eafe thehorfes, and in* 
fantry to take ofF their accoutrements, but not 
to draggle out of camp without leave. Before 
fun-fet cavalry mull bridle and infantry put on 
their accoutrements ; but fhould the enemy be 
near, cavalry mull always remain bridled ; and 
at the time of feeding, one half muft be ready to 
mount on horfeback, and fo on by turns; during 
the night, half of the cavalry muft mount alter* 
nately, and half of the infantry remain under 
arms in the fame manner. 

If you arrive in the night time at a poft within 
a Ihort diftance from the enemy, and be unac- 
quainted with the country, you fhould remain on 
the fpot under arms, and detach fmall parties of 
a non-commiflioned officer and 4 or 6 men to- 
wards the front and flanks to the diftance of four 
or five hundred paces ; a few of thefe men muft 
be fent two or three times every hour, four or 
five hundred paces ftill farther, halt and lifteu 
attentively ; they muft be ordered to fire as foon 
as they perceive the enemy, and at the moment 
one of thefe fmall parties fires, the whole chain 
muft do the fame ; this cannot fail to embarrafs 
even a ftrong enemy fhould he be approachmg. 

L 2 This 
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This once liberated the two firft yager companies 
from a night attack of the enemy, at Rariton- 
landing, in New-Jerfey. In the winter of the 
beginning of 1777, the American Colonel Butler 
and Major Otterndorf, who were polled with a 
ftrong corps, about a league from Rariton-Iand- 
ing, formed the plan of carrymgthe two compa- 
nies at once from three different fides, in the 
night time, as the frequent attempts they had 
made upon my poft, which formed a projefting 
angle out of the chain, had always mifcarried ; 
the divifion which arrived on the right of Quietel- 
town, and which intended to have penetrated 
between Captain Wreden's poft and mine, was 
difcovered firft ; the fentries fired, and as I bad 
a few weeks before, given orders that when a 
fentry fired, the whole chain fhould ; fortunate- 
ly for us they all fired ; the two other American 
divifions thought that they had alfo been difco- 
vered, gave up the attempt and retired quietly. 

The oflficers and non-commiflioned officers of 
grand guards and piquets, muft be pointedly in- 
formed of what they have to do ; they muft 
efpecially be ftriftly ordered to report without 
delay to the commander of the corps whatever 
they may have obferved. 

Such intelligence as may be received from 
deferters or fpies is not to be defpifed and neg- 
leSed, though apparently improbable ; an offi- 
cer 
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cer will do well to prepare in confequencc, 
efpecially if he have to deal with a cunning and 
enterprifing enemy, for one of this defcription 
will never follow the beaten traft of ftratagems, 
but aft in a manner wholly new and unexpefted. 
The lofs of the important poft at Stony-point, 
was entirely owing to the obftinacy of the com- 
manding officer, who defpifed the information 
given him the day before by the inhabitants: 
in the fame year and from the fame caufe the 
enemy would have fucceeded in the attack upon 
Paul's-hook, if the American Colonel Lee had 
been as enterprizing as General Vane; for the 
commander of Paul's-hook had treated the no- 
tice of the intended attack upon his poft with the 
fame contempt as the former. 

A light corps is frequently pofted in order to 
fecure the communication between two armies, 
or between an army, a ftrong detachment, and a 
fortified town ; or, to prevent that communica- 
tion between two armies or fortified towns of the 
enemy and intercept his convoys. 

For inftance; in the firft cafe, when Lord 
Cornwallis marched through both the Carolinas, 
finding himfelf too far from Charleftown to pre- 
ferve a communication with that place, which 
was abfolutely neceflary for him, he left Colonel 
Cruger with a corps of light troops at Sixtynine. 

In the fecond cafe, towards the end of the 
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campaign of 1757, when Prince Charles of Lor-^ 
raine followed the Duke of Bevern into Silefia, 
whilft the King of Pruffia was in Saxony, Gene-^ 
ral Haddick was fent with a body of Croats and 
huflars to obferve the motions of the king, as it 
was probable that he would haften to the relief 
of Silefia, General Haddick therefore took poft 
at Groffenhayn behind the-Rdder whence he 
could at all times watch the motions of the king; 
Frederick advanced, and General Haddick hav-^ 
ing acquainted the imperial army in Silefia with 
the approach of the king, retired before hirii to 
Bohemia, through Konigfbruck, Bautzen, and 
Luben. 

2dly. During the fiege of Qlmutz, Colonel 
Lanius had taken pofi; with 150 Croats and huf- 
fars near Friedland and Lobnik, upon the road 
from Neis to Olmutz, and having received in- 
fonnation that General Fouquet was on his 
march from Neis to Olmutz with a ftrong con-^ 
yoy, he attacked, during the night, the divifion 
commanded by General Puttkammer; but the 
vigilance of the Pruffian infantry was fuch that 
he was obliged to retire after an unfuccefsful 
attempt. A fhort time afterwards he was more 
fortunate upon the fame ground, having gained 
the woods and heights near Teutchlodnifs, he 
fell upon two free corps (Lenoble and Salenmon) 
in the defil^ of Lebenhufen, upon the Pruffian 
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line of communication, and took a few pieces of 
artillery and about 300 prifoners. 

The enemy will certainly employ every means 
in his power to overtake and deftroy fuch detach- 
ments; they muft therefore be the more vigi- 
lant; as long as the feafon of the year permit, 
they ought never to return to the fame place at 
night, but move as often as poflible, and procure 
good fpies who will give timely information; 
they muft not, howevejr, lofe fight of the objedl 
in vie^v, and above all fecure their retreat, for 
fear of being cut off. For inflxince, fuppofe that 
our army occupy Fulda, and this place be block- 
aded or befieged by an enemy who receives his 
convoys from Hanau or AfchafFenburg, as he 
could not occupy Gelnhaufen on account of its 
natural pofition, half furrounded with high 
mountains, I am detached there, in order to an- 
noy him upon the road, from Hanau to Afchaf- 
fenburg; admitting that the Wetterau be in our 
poffeffion and the country of Mayntz in our fa- 
vor: being fo fituated, I would procure fpies in 
Gelnhaufen, Salmunfter, Hanau, and about Af- 
chafFenburg and Dettingen, to be informed 
when the enemy fliould fend convoys by water 
from Afchaffenburg to Hanau, and when thefe 
ihould be tranfported from Hanau to Fulda: I 
would change my pofition every night and let 
BO one be informed of it but my principal fpy, 
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who fliould live in Gelnhaufen and tranfmit to 
me the intelligence which he may receive from 
the other fpies: I would fucceffively occupy the 
following pofitions : Firftly, Durich near Geln- 
haufen ; Secondly, The wood between Wachterf- 
bach and the great farm ; Thirdly, In the rear 
of Breitenborn ; Fourthly, In the wood of Bu- 
dingen near Hunerhof ; and Fifthly, By the 
Abt's Ecke. From this laft, (which I fhould not 
occupy often) I would nj^ake inroads with fmall 
parties to the very gates of Hanau, and carry off 
otlicers from the promenades; but as foon as my 
coup de main fliould have been performed, I 
would withdraw to Nidda, Hungen, or even 
farther; approach the road of Fulda by Gedern 
once more, remain for a few nights between Sal- 
munfter and Steinau, and watch another oppor- 
tunity: this country being much covered with 
woods and hills, it is impoffible that the enemy 
could ever completely furround me; whatever 
appears impoffible to the generality of men, is al- 
ways the eafier in the execution. If one of my 
fpies inform me that a large convoy of the enemy 
be going from AfchafFenburg to Hanau, I would 
go towards the mountains, crofs them between 
Haitz and the Kaltenborn, pafs the river Kint- 
zig at Hochft, approach the right bank of the 
Mayn through the Speflart, and endeavour to 
burn the convoy ; if I ihould fail in my enter- 
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prife, I would deftroy all the boats I could om 
the banks of the Mayn; this alone would be 
fufficient, as it would greatly augment the ene- 
my's difficulty, in tranfporting forage or provi- 
fions, and of courfe harafs his troops by forcing 
him to protedl all his convoys with ftrong de- 
tachments. There is in fa6l, very little danger 
attending expeditions of this kind ; for, you ar- 
rive at a place of fafety before the enemy's troops 
in the country are informed of it, and can march 
in confequence. , In this inftance, in order the 
better to conceal my retreat from the enemy, who 
would probably fend ftrong detachments from 
Hanau on both fides of the Kintzig as far as 
Gelnhaufen and Salmunfler to intercept my 
party, I would dire6l my retreat, through the 
Speffart, inclining to the right towards Bieber 
and Orberreiffig, crofs the Kintzig near Schluch- 
tern and endeavour to regain the Wetterau. 
Should I be informed that the enemy be pre- 
paring to fend a convoy from Hanau, I would 
remain as privately as poffible in the country 
where I was, '^that the enemy might not be in- 
formed of my pofition. I would march off du- 
ring the night, crofs the Kintzig near Offenau, 
Wertheim or Hochft, and remain in the woody 
mountains behind Orb, from thence, fend my 
fpies out to afcertain when the convoy would 
j^rrive in the vicinity of Altenhaflau (I muftfup- 
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pofc that the convoy will march upon Meerholtz 
in order to avoid the defil6 of Gelnhaufen) as 
foon as I received certain intelligence, I would 
approach Salmunfter, with two thirds of my corps 
and make a refolute attack upon the head of the 
efcort at the moment of their entering this dif- 
tri6l, whilft they were feparated from the others 
by the defiles of AufFenau and Hochft. With 
the remaining third of my corps I would fend 
fmall detachments to annoy the efcort between 
AufFenau and Hochft, and to kill a few waggoners 
and horfes in order to encreafe confufion. If I 
iliould have the good fortune to rout the efcort, 
I would endeavour to deftroy horfes and waggons 
as much as poffible, and again retire to the Wet- 
terau, through Salmunfter, Birftein, Wenings, 
and Gedern; fliould I be unfuccefsful and even 
completely routed, I fliould be always fure of 
efcaping, as the enemy would not purfue being 
wholly occupied for the fafety of his convoy. 
At all events, that woody and mountainous 
country would favor my retreat. 

Should I, on the contrary, have to defend a 
country from fuch inroads of an enemy, I would 
exert my utmoft to defeat his purpofes, and aft 
upon the defenfive according to the fame rules I 
mentioned for the ofFenfive. For inftance, when 
General Wafliington was with his army in the 
year 1779 near Chatham, to cover the province 
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of new Jerfey, he detached Colonel White with 
a light corps in order to check the incurfions of 
General Sir H. Clinton into the province of 
New York and obferve his motions ; he feldom 
remained more than twenty-four hours in one 
place; he was fometimes at Bedford, at Newcaf* 
tle,CinqCinq, and frequently fell, unawares, upon 
the outpofts of the Englifti, He preferved fuch 
a fecrecy, that even the people of the country, 
who were all in his favor, never knew where he 
was. For inftance; we had not heard of him 
for fbme time, and I was fent to him under a 
pretence with a flag of truce ; I rode the whole 
day, in queft of him without being able to hear 
any thing of him from the inhabitants of the 
country, when I fell at once into one of his par- 
ties, delivered my meflage, received the anfwer 
and returned as much in the dark as before re- 
fpe6ling the place of his abode. The fame arti- 
fice was once more ufed for the fame purpofe, 
and the officer who had been fent, after as fruit- 
lefs a refearch as mine, met him on his return, 
near our outpofts which he had alarmed early in 
the morning. 

An officer when he occupies a poft, muft be 
particularly attentive to fecure his rear. If cir- 
cumfiances fliould force him to leave a bridge or 
defile of any kind behind him, he muft not fail 
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to occupy it with a detachment of infantry and 
fend frequent patroles on that fide. 

If the poft be on the bank of a river for the 
defence of a bridge, it will be neceffary to place 
fome outpofts as far as poffible on the other fide 
of the river, that the enemy cannot come una- 
wares ; if the poft be occupied during a few days, 
it would be proper to raife a flfeche for the de* 
fence of the bridge; if time do not allow it, a 
few large trees may be placed en abatis acrofs the 
bridge, or fome waggons, obferving to take off 
their wheels on one fide: the number and fitua- 
tion of the fords in the neighbourhood muft be 
afcertained, and harrows thrown into them to 
impede the enemy's paflage. Small pofts muft 
be placed along the river, and patroles crofs each 
other conftantly on this fide of the river. 

If the feafon of the year do not permit you to 
keep the field any longer, and the troops muft be 
cantoned, or occupy winter quarters, felf-con- 
venience is the laft thing to be attended to;' the 
largeft barns muft be filled with as many horfes 
as they can contain, obferving the ufual precaur 
tions, that the horfes can be taken out in a mo^ 
ment The light infantry muft be lodged as 
crowded as poflible in the houfes neareft to the 
iifues, and thefe be flopped with waggons. Two 
alarm pofts muft be appointed, one for the day 
and the other for the night. The firft may be ia 
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the front or on the fides of the village, obferving 
that the light infantry occupy the gardens and 
hedges; but the fecond muft be in the rear of 
the village in order to avoid being circumfcribed 
in your movements, as you cannot fee from what 
quarter the enemy advance. 

As light troops are, in general, calculated for 
procuring information, in cafe of retreat you aft 
according to the intelligence you receive from 
them; but without precipitation, for it maybe 
a falfe alarm and hurt your charader. 

Is the poft to be maintained in cafe of attack 
and the troops quartered in the neighbourhood 
have orders to fupport it? In this cafe, the if- 
fues ought to be flopped as completely as poffi- 
ble with trees and cafks filled with dung; the 
yagers take pofl: behind this kind of intrenchment 
and hedges, and in fuch cafes the cavalry ought 
to be made to fight on foot, or placed where it 
be lefs expofed to the enemy's fire, in order to 
repulfe fuch as would attempt to penetrate, or to 
be in readinefs to make a fally on the arrival of 
fuccours and fall upon the enemy in his retreat. 
' Between the iffues that have been flopped, 
openings ought to be made in the hedges and 
mafked with bufhes, through thefe fally out by 
whole platoons of infantry and cavalry upon the 
enemy at his onfet: whatever is unexpe6led 
ftrikes the mind with fear, and where you hazard 
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ftioft, moli IS to be gained. The brave Lieiite* 
tiant Colonel Maitland, by birth a Scotchman, 
who had already loft his right hand in an adion 
at fea againft the French, and neverthelefs went, 
through the hardihips of the duties of the Eng- 
lifh light infantry, preferved in this manner Sto- 
ny-ferry in South Carolina; with only 500 Bri- 
tifli and Heffians, he repulfed the attack of Ge- 
neral Lincoln with 3000 Americans ; Lieutenant 
Kuhne of the Heffian grenadiers fignalized him- 
felf there in one of the fallies. 

Should you receive from your fpies, a certain 
information, that the enemy intend a coup de 
main upon your poft during the night, you muft 
endeavour to lay a fnare for him. For inftance, 
let him approach as near as poffible, and then 
falling furioufly upon him from every quarter, 
cut down as many as you can, and retire to your 
poft. 

Half of the corps may alfo be placed in am- 
bufcade, at half a league, on the right or left of 
the road upon which the enemy are to come ; 
and whilft he attacks the poft, thefe will fall upon 
his flank or rear. For example : — In the winter 
of 1762, the Auftrian Colonel D'Alton, who was 
pofted at Reichenbach in Silefia, had laid a plan 
to furprife the Pruffian detachment, commanded 
by Pritwitz, which occupied Rothenfieben ; but 
the latter had information of it, and placing him- 
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felf in ambufcade with his detachment, upon the 
road, fell unawares upon Colonel D'Alton on his 
march, routed him, and took above a hundred 
prifoners, 

$hould you receive certain intelligence that 
the enemy intend a furprife upon your poft, and 
be alfo affured of the road he will take; march at 
the fame time by another road upon his own 
poft, carry off all he may have left in it, obferv- 
ingto follow, on your return, the road by which 
the enemy went, and which, according to the 
principles of the art of war, he will not certainly 
take on his return : General Luckner once made 
ufe of this ftratagem againft Colonel Fiflier's 
corps during the feven year's war. 

Light troops are alfo employed in fieges, to 
blockade thofe fides of the befieged town upon 
which the real attack is not intended ; on this 
duty, the commander of a light corps, muft be 
particularly vigilant to guard againft any fally 
the garrifon may attempt for the purpofe of 
procuring provifions from the neighbouring vil- 
lages; under thefe circumftances the night pofts 
of the light corps ought to be placed as near as 
poffible to the town, the corps itfelf be under 
arms during each night, and at leaft one half re- 
main accoutred and the horfes bridled in the day 
time, in order to be always ready to fall upon 
the fally and repulfe it j this muft be done in the 
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moft refolute and furious manner, and facrifice 
every thing rather than fufFer the enetny to fuc- 
ceed in his intentions ; for the few heads of 
horned cattle he might thus procure, would pro- 
bably retard the fall of the place two or three 
days longer, if the garrifon be fmall and the 
commandant refolute. In the fecond fiege of 
Caffel, the Brunfwick, Turkifli corps, occupied 
the Waldau and Bettenhaufen ; in the middle of 
the day the French made a fally upon thefe vil- 
lages whilll the herds were grazing in the mea- 
dows, and fucceeded in driving them into the 
town, becaufe the Turkifli corps was not ready to 
check the fally as it ought to have been. When 
you occupy fuch a poft before the garrifon is 
completely blockaded and prevented from going 
out of its gates, the beftplan will be to order the 
peafants to drive their cattle to fome villages in 
the rear, or forbid fending them to graze at all ; 
for, if you be in an enemy's country the inhabi- 
tants may eafily have previoufly agreed with the 
commandant to graze their cattle as near as pof- 
fible to the town ; and as, in fuch circumftances, 
they look upon them as loft, it is not improbable 
that they fliould prefer their falling into the 
hands of friends. 

Before I conclude this Seftion, I will offer 
for inftruAion one more example refpe^ting the 
country about Gelnhaufen : It is the winter ex- 
pedition 



^edition of 176 1, under Prince Ferdinand, when, 
in the beginning of February, the Allies fell un- 
awares out of Weftphalia upon the French, and 
advanced upon Caffel, Ziegenhayn, and Mar- 
burg, whilft a flying corps under the Hereditary 
Prince of Brunfwick entered the Wetterau, and 
the parties of his light troops fpread themfelves 
over the country, as far as the gates of Hanau, 
into the cantonments of that part of the French 
army which had colle6led near Bergen. General 
Luckner, who covered the left wing of the corps 
commanded by the Hereditary Prince, advanced 
as far as Gelnhaufen, which was occupied by 
Count Chabot, who retreated upon the Speflart 
at the approach of the Allies. Before he ad- 
vanced further through Budingen, the Hereditary 
Prince had left a corps at Bierftein, in order to 
favour his or General Luckner's retreat fhould it 
become neceflary. When the latter had found 
Gelnhaufen abandoned by the enemy, he took 
his quarters in it, and remained pcrfeftly quiet, 
day and night, in this town, whofe inhabitants 
were far from being well afFc6led to the Allies : 
this conduft appears the more furprifing from fo 
celebrated a parti/an, cfpecially as he knew 
Count Chabot to be a man of great military ta- 
lents ; he had, however, covered his front and 
right flank ; but according to what information 
I have obtained in the country, he had entirely 
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neglefted the bridges of Hoechft, Wertheim and 
AufFenau : had Count Chabot been more enter- 
prifing, and had he paffed the Kintzig by Hochft 
or Auffenau, with the greater part of his corps, 
and placed himfelf in ambufcade between the 
Glafshiitte and Gelnhaufen, whilft one of his 
parties might have made a falfe attack upon 
Luckner's out-pofts about Altcnhaflau, the latter 
muft have been undone, having no retreat left 
but upon Birftein, and a long chain of defii^es in 
his rear: Count Chabot would, in fa6l;, have 
riiked nothing in this enterprife, as no one could 
have cut off his retreat upon the Speffart. I was 
alfo informed that a gentleman in Gelnhaufen 
had acquainted Count Chabot with the impru- 
dent fecurity of General Luckner, and that he 
had, in confequence of this information, ad- 
vanced to Groffenhaufen to attack Luckner, 
but, fortunately for the latter, an officer of Count 
Chabot's corps who attempted to feize upon an 
inhabitant of Eichhof, probably for a guide, had 
been fo carelefs as to fufFer the farmer to efcap&; 
General Luckner being acquainted by him with 
the danger he was in, quitted Gelnhaufen in- 
ftantly, and retreated expeditioufly upon Birftein* 
This example will prove, how dangerous it is 
to fliut one felf up in a place, efpecially one like 
Gelnhaufen, which forms a true cut dejac. Sup^ 
pofmg even that, on account of the rigour of 
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the feafon, the Hanoverian General was obliged 
to put his men under cover, could not he have 
done it during the day only ? But it being in 
the month of March, his men living in plenty, 
and efpecially as the place was not capable of de- 
fence, and he was not to remain long in it, he 
could very well have left it every night, and have 
occupied the wood of Breitenborn; in this 
cafe he wanted only an out-poft at the Glafs- 
hiitte, and another about Kaltenborn ;. the first, 
for fending patroles on this fide of the Kintzig 
from Hochft till above AufFenau, and the fecond 
would have performed the fame duty over the 
Gett6nbach towards Hanau; he could, more- 
over, have placed a day poft of avertijfement^ on 
the top of the tower in Gelnhaufen, and another 
in the vineyards out of the Haitzer gate ; be- 
fides, I fhould always prefer the poft of Breiten- 
bach to that of Gelnhaufen, becaufe from the 
latter place I could have an equal command over 
the whole country, by fending out detachments, 
and be iafe on my rear. 

If a partifan have reafon to fuppofe that a ge- 
neral engagement will foon occur between both 
armies, he muft endeavour to poft himfelf in fuch 
a manner, that he may, during the aftion, turn 
the rear of the enemy and fall upon their bag- 
gage or ftores. Whatever be the fate of the bat- 
tle, if he be enterprifing, he can greatly hurt the 
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enemy ; at fuch a time, he has nothing to fear 
from the fenemy's partifans, for, during a battle, 
they are on the flanks, or at a very little diflance 
from their army, ready to cover the retreat in 
cafe of bad fuccefs, or to improve viftory and 
annoy the retreat of the vanquiihed enemy. For 
in fiance : — Could not a Luckner or a Scheider 
have attempted, during the night before the 
battle of Bergen, to penetrate as far as the 
heights between Homburg and Frankfurth, 
which is a very woody and covered country, and 
while the armies were engaged, could not he 
have rapidly advanced clofe upon Frankfurth, 
and carried off or deftroyed the field equipage of 
the French, or whatever he might have met 
with ? Who knows what might have happened 
if the French had heard, during the battle, the 
news of fuch an event in their rear ? At leafl; it 
could have been attempted without danger; for 
the whole of the French army was at Bergen, the 
garrifon of Frankfurth \vould certainly not have 
riflced itfelf out of the gates, and whatever might 
have been the refult, a partifan was fure to make 
his retreat good by inclining towards the right 
Forinftance: during the battle of Soor, gained by 
the King of Pruflia over the Auftrians, the Croats 
fell upon the rear of the Pruflian army, and car- 
ried off^ the King's chancery, and part of the 
baggage of that army. Another inftance of this 
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kind occurred during the battle of Prague; the 
Auftrian General Beck, with a corps of Croats, 
turned alfo the Pruffian army, carried fword in 
hand the town of Prandeis, which was garrifoned 
by a Pruffian battalion for the proteftion of the 
camp equipage, killed a great number, took up- 
wards of 600 prifoners, * befides feveral pairs of 
colours, and, loaded with booty, happily made 
his retreat upon General Daun's army, after hav- 
ing deftroyed the bridge upon the Elbe. Did 
not the Croats ufe the fame manoeuvre a&:ainft 
Guftavus Adolphus, during the battle of Lutzen? 
and it muft be obferved, that the greateft parti- 
fans that ever exifted belonged to that nation. 
I will here give a fourth example: — Whilft the 
French army and the Allies were in prefencc of 
each other by Minden, General Freitag was near 
Hameln with the Hanoverian yagers; he forefaw 
the battle, marched privately towards Detmold, 
and carried off a whole column of French camp 
equipage, which they were fending back immedi- 
ately after the battle. — Thefe examples will prove 
that fuccefs will always favour the bold, and in- 
deed there is hardly any thing impoffible to the 
commander of a well-difciplined light corps, if 
he have but courage and judgment; only he 
ixiuft not follow the beaten track if he wiihes to 
obtain uncommon fuccefs. 
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SECTION III. 

Of Indofed Pojls. 

THESE pofts being in general calculated for 
refifting a coup de main, an officer entrufted with 
fuch a command, mull take every precaution to 
fecure it from furprife ; for, if the poft be part 
of the chain of winter cantonments, or intended 
for covering a communication, it renders it of 
fuch importance, that the laft man muft be facri- 
iiced for its defence. On arriving at a poft of 
this kind, the firft thing will be to affemble the 
principal inhabitants,, or the municipality, and 
procure every information refpefting the place, 
and whether there be any concealed iffues, par- 
ticularly if a river pals through or near the 
place : for example — the Kintzig runs between 
the fuburb and the town of Gelnhaufen, and 
forms an illand at the upper part of the town near 
the caftle ; if the garrifon, in time of war, were 
to think themfelves perfe6lly fecure on that fide, 
being covered by the river, an artful enemy 
could eafily make them fuffer for it; for the 
river is fordable for men and horfes at the place 
"where it divides into two arms and forms an 
illand, and the town may be entered through 
the mills. 
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The comrtianding officer muft, immediately 
after his arrival, take a ride round the place, 
within as well as without, and obferve whether 
the enemy can approach undifcovered from any 
quarter, and what fide of the wall be lefs capable 
of defence. If you fufpe6t the inhabitants, you 
will do well to fecure fome of the principal, more 
eipecially thofe who have the mofl: influence in 
the place ; they mufl; be guarded in their own 
faoufes, and the inhabitants informed that, in 
cafe of treachery, thefe hoflages will be put to 
death ; they may alfo be forced, in cafe of ne- 
ceffity, to recommend certain people to ferve as 
jpies, and be made anfwerable for them. 

But after having fliewn this feverity for yoUr 
own faf^ty ; you muft alfo affure the inhabitants 
that you will maintain difcipline among your 
jfoldiers ; and that every indulgence will be 
granted, which their behaviour may deferve. 

The municipality muft be ordered to require 
from the inhabitants an immediate delivery of 
their arms and ammunition ; the bells muft never 
be fuffered to be rung, and no perfon to leave the 
town without permiffion from the commandant; 
every houfekeeper muft be informed that he is 
perfonally anfwerable, with his life, for every per- 
fon of his family, and even for his lodgers : as 
fooii as it begiiis to be dark, no perfon is to go 
in the ftrcets without light, and except in cafe of 
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abfolute neceffity, no one, whoever he may be, 
fliall be in the ftreets after nine o'clock ; no pub- 
lic folemnities or diverfions muft be allowed ; and 
in cafe of an alarm, lights muft be placed in the 
windows of the firft and fecond floor, but no- 
body attempt to go out of doors ; innkeepers 
muft be ordered to fend to the main-guard every 
day the names and the bufinefs of every perfon 
they lodge, from whence they come, and where 
they go. All thefe orders muft be given in 
writing to the municipality, that ignorance may 
be no excufe for difobedience. 

A main-guard muft be fixed upon, about the 
center of the town, guards placed at every gate^ 
and a finall poft on the higheft fteeple (I would 
recommend trufty non-commiflioned officers to 
be employed for this laft duty); the men muft 
be quartered as comfortably as poflible, night 
alarm pofts appointed for each half company or 
company, towards the iflues of the place; cavalry 
muft be ordered, in this cafe, to fall in near the 
main- guard ; every officer in the garrifon muft 
know perfeftly where his company or platoon is 
to fall in. If fome parts of the walls of the place 
Ihould not permit the men to ftand upon them 
and fire, a rampart walk muft be made up with 
thick planks laid upon treftles, waggons, or 
upon ca&s, obferving, that where fentries are to 
be planted, the place muft be raifed a little higher 
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in order to command a more extenfive view. In 
the day time, fentries may be planted fingly, but 
during the night doubled, and fo fituated, that 
nothing can fteal unperceived between them: 
fliould thefe walls be fo high, that the temporary 
walks cannot be made without much labour and 
time, the upper part of the wall muft be pulled 
down towards the infide, and the rampart walk 
built with the ftones. The parapet ought not to 
be raifed higher than up to the mid-body of the 
foldier, for Ihould it be higher, the meii are liable 
to conceal themfelves too much behind it, and 
fire in the air, in order to be lefs expofed ; and 
you muft endeavour to perfuade them that para- 
pets are not intended as a cover from the enemy's 
fire, but merely as an obftacle to the enemy. 
* All the gates but one, or at moft two, muft be 
fiopped up; it is in general done with litter 
heaped up fo high, that a man can hardly creep 
out above it. Gates may alfo be flopped with 
cafks filled up with litter, which will be more 
convenient to remove, fliould it be neceflary. 
Thbfe gates which are intended for the paflage 
in and out, are to be blocked up at night, or 
when thought neceflary, in fuch a manner as to 
be eafily opened again : the beft way is to ufe an 
abatis, viz. whole trees with their branches, the 
ends of which muft be cut fliarp, and a little 
burned to make them harder; thus prepared^ 
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the trees are brought to the gate-way, tlie 
branches outwards, and the trunks forming a 
crofs one upon the other, and made faft b}^ ftrong 
^wooden hooks driven in the ground, in order to 
prevent the enemy from dragging them off; 
apple trees are preferable. 

It is very proper to dig traverfes behind fuch 
gates as may be ufed occafionally, forfliould the 
enemy fucceed in forcing them, he may be 
Hopped there. 

If there be any towers over the gates, they 
muft be fufficiently occupied in cafe of an attack, 
and their accefs well defended ; a large quantity 
of ftones and heavy blocks of wood muft alio be 
at hand to throw upon fuch as may attempt to 
make themfelves mafters of the gate, and other 
heaps placed at certain diftances, in cafe the, 
enemy fliould offer to ftorm ; where the wall be 
fallen, the breach muft be filled up by an abatis, 
or with ftrong pieces of timber planted clofe to 
each other, and deeply funk into the ground. 

Should there be in the town, a caftle or a large 
church, fomewhat afunder from the houfes, it 
may be ufed as a citadel for the laft place of re- 
treat; the ftreets at fome diftance around it 
muft be ftopped with traverfes and trims de loups. 
and every poffible obftacle thrown in the enemy's 
way, to embarafs his purfuit through the ftreets. 
Breaft- works muft be ereded acrois the meeting 
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of ftreets, in order to difpute every inch of 
ground ih the town, even after the walls have 
been forced. If you be in an enemy's country 
where you fufpeft treafon, you can fill up fome 
houfeSy n^ar.the principal iffues, with ftraw and 
other materials that will eafily catch fire, and 
threaten the inhabitants that you are refolved to 
burn the town, ihould the enemy fucceed in fur* 
prifing you. This preferved me once during the 
American war. Immediately after the taking of 
Trenton by the enemy, Colonel Donop, who 
bad occupied Montholy with the 42d regiment, 
two Heffian grenadier battalions, and the yager 
company under my command, was obliged to 
quit precipitately this poft, in order to gain the 
palTage of Crofwick, which fecured his commu- 
nication with Prince Town, where General Grant 
Mras with his corps. In order to fecure his march, 
at leaft on one fide, the colonel, who had every 
reafon to expeft that the enemy would moleft 
his retreat, ordered me to remain in Montholy 
with ninety men, Highlanders, Heffian grena- 
diers and riflemen, and to defend myfelf to the 
laft man, or at leaft to hold out till midnight. I 
unroofed the two bridges upon the river which 
went through the town, but which was fordable 
a little higher up ; for the laft refource I alTem- 
bled the inhabitants, ordered every one to re- 
maiu in his houfe, and fwore that if I were at- 
tacked 
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tacked by the enemy, or they fliould offer to 
rife againft me, I would before leaving it fet th6 
town on fire ; I knew that the greater part of the 
inhabitants were difaffeded, and had concealed 
arms and ammunition : my threats fucceeded, 
the Americans, who were afraid to fee tins com- 
mercial town reduced to alhes, did not attack 
me ; I left the place after twelve o'clock, and the 
next day, without any accident, joined Colonel 
Donop at Croffwick. Though all thefe rules be 
ever fo excellent for the defence of a poft, they 
will be of no efFe6l, if the interior fervice of the 
garrifon be not carried on with regularity and 
vigilance ; and of courfe that fentries and guards 
are always watchful, and frequent rounds take 
place at uncertain hours ; falfe alarms muft be 
given, efpecially during the night, to try the 
alertnefs of officers and men, to fall in, each into 
his proper ftation : thofe who arrive firft, muft 
be publicly praifed, and the late or flow, pu- 
niflied; befides the main and other guards, a 
piquet of a captain, two fubalterns, and a hun- 
dred men muft be always in readinefs, as alfo an 
officer with fifty dragoons ; the piquet officers 
muft by turns vifit the guards and fentries at 
different hours, for rounds made at certain fixed 
hours are of no fervice ; the commander may 
however point out to the officers of the piquet 
the hours they muft go their rounds, but this 
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muft not be known to the guards ; he ought 
cfpecially, during the night, to vifit the pofts him- 
felf, never depend entirely upon his inferiors, 
and be an example of alertnefs to the garrifon. 

Patroles muft alfo be fent towards the enemy, 
more efpecially before day-break ; they muft re- 
ceive accurate orders where to go, and the com- 
mander of the patrole bring back a certificate 
of fome of the principal inhabitants, to prove 
that they have really been there, obferving that 
fuch patroles ought not to be always of the fame 
number of men. For example : during the win- 
ter of 1761, in the feven years war, being an 
enfign in a detachment at Dryburg, under the 
command of a certain field officer of infantry, I 
recolleft, that the patroles which went towards 
Stadtbergen were frequently carried off by the 
French, who occupied that place ; a non-com- 
xnifiSoned officer and fix dragoons were regu- 
larly fent every day, and an officer and 20 dra- 
goons every third day, at a fixed hour : in fpite 
of military etiquette, the lieutenant of the light 
dragoons once took the liberty to tell his com- 
mandant, if this method of patroling was not 
changed, he would lofe all his men one after 
the other ; but the lieutenant-colonel, who m as 
an older officer than the lieutenant, would not 
liften to his remonftrance ; he anfwered, that it 
had been regulated in that manner by the field 
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officer whom he had relieved ; no alteration Wad 
inade> and the French continued carrying off 
more pat roles. 

After fun-fet, the gates muft be fliut, and 
neyer be opened during night, without the com- 
mandant's permiflion ; and even then, the guard 
muft previoufly be turned out, and a reconnoi- 
tring party with an officer muft defcend the 
wall upon a ladder, which ought to be in readi- 
nefs for that purpofe ; nor are the gates to be 
opened in the morning before the return of the 
patroles which have been fent out to afcertain 
that the enemy have not approached ; in foggy 
weather they muft always remain fliut, as alfo 
when intelligence is received that the enemy be 
in motion ; and in this cafe, the guards muft be 
doubled, and frequent patroles fent towards the 
enemy, though he be at a great diftance. For 
inflance : during the expedition of January, 
1761, the hereditary prince intended to carry 
Fritzlar by a coup de main ; Captain Ifedom, of 
the Pruffian black huffars, who had the advance 
guard of the prince's corps, rufhed by noon fo 
near to the caftle gate of Fritzlar, that the French 
had hardly time to fhut the gate. 2dly, During 
the attack of the Auftrian army upon the Pruf- 
fian corps of General Fink at Maxen, the former 
had occupied Dipholfwalda : this poft was very 
important, as it covered their rear, and the of- 
ficer 
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ficcr who commanded in it ought to have been 
particularly vigilant ; hut on the contrary, he 
fuffered the duty to be carried on very negli- 
gently ; for the Pruflian Colonel Kleifl, on his 
return from an inroad in Bohemia, entered the 
diftri6l of Dipholfwalda, without General Seek- 
endorf having the lead information of it ; the 
then Lieutenant Kumpcl, fupported by a cap- 
tain and 100 men of Corbiere's battalion, which 
belonged to Colonel Kleift's corps, and a field 
piece, furprifed with 50 men the Auftrian guard 
of 100 at the gate, killed and took many pri- 
foners, and entered the town with the fugitives. 

In fuch important occurrences, the heft plan 
would be to fend always a fmall party with an of* 
ficer or a non-commiffioned. officer after the ufual 
patrolesy and efpecially thofe which go out at 
day-break ; thefe parties muft proceed flowly ou 
the fame road as the patroles in front, and fre- 
quently halt and liften; ihould they hear a firing, 
tbey muft inftantly communicate this or any 
other intelligence to the commandant, for if the 
patroles do their duty, they cannot be carried 
off by the enemy without a Ihot ; but if every 
thing appear quiet, the parties fhould halt about 
halfway, and wait for the return of the patrole 
in front, and tlae arrival of the crofs patrole : 
fuppofing that the enemy have carried off the 
firft patrole^ the parties and crofs patroles will at 

leaft 
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kslft difcover and announce the approach of the? 
enemy. Had General Meyer ufed thcfe precau- 
tions at his poft of Weiftritz, whilft the King of 
Pruflia was befieging Olmutz, that truly great 
general would not have been furprifed by Ge- 
neral St. Ignon ; for although he received intel- 
ligence from Field Marflial Keith about the 
movements of the Auftrians, he remained in per- 
fe6l fecurity, feeing every thing quiet before 
his poft at day-break, and having his patroles 
aftually out towards the enemy, who in fa6l had 
carried them off. 

If there be a poft-office in the place, the poft- 
mafter muft be forbidden to deliver letters, or 
furnifh any perfon with horfes without your per- 
miflion ; an officer niuft befides be placed on 
duty in the houfe, to open all letters and fend 
you fuch as may contain interefting intelligence. 
All travellers without exception, notwithftand- 
ing their palTports, muft be thoroughly ex- 
amined ; fairs and public amufements or cere- 
monies muft be forbidden, for under that cover, 
-many a poft has been furprifed. 

In order to guard againft furprifals, you muft 
procure fpies among the inhabitants, efpecially 
thofe who live near the enemy, they will give 
you early intelligence of his motions ; you can 
alfo (particularly if you have reafons to fufpeft 
an attack) place at night fome fmall pofts around 
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the place ; the men on this duty muft be ac- 
quainted with a certain fignal which they are to 
make for procuring immediate admittance into 
the place, fliould they have intelligence to com- 
municate in the night-time ; for inftance, they 
muft ftrike their firelocks with the hand a cer- 
tain number of ftrokes, or coijgh fo many times, 
obferving that thofe fignals muft be changed for 
every party that go out a fcouting ; the guards 
at the gates muft alfo be very attentive to ob- 
ferve people going in and out, and flop fuch as 
appear fufpicious, or ftrangers. 

If the guards on the fteeple perceive a num- 
ber of waggons or troops at a diftance, Ihould 
.they approach from any other fide than that 
from which you might expe6l the enemy, and 
the colour of the clothing of the troops induce 
you to conclude that they be friends, the gates 
muft however be inftaritly fliut, and an officer 
fent out with a few men to reconnoitre ; the of- 
ficer muft at a certain diftance call out halt ! and 
ihould the waggons be laden or covered, they 
muft be carefully fearched as well as the con- 
ductors, in order to afcertain that no men are 
concealed in the waggons, and that the conduc- 
tors^are unarmed ; troops muft alfo be ordered to 
halt at a diftance, and the reconnoitring officer 
defire their commander to approach alone, and 
if he obey, conduct him into the town ; ihould it 
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berg being fix leagues diftant from Torgau, the 
latter might eafily have been carried before any 
fuccour could have arrived: the Pruflian.colonel 
took his refolution inflantly, unable to refift by 
force, he applied to artifice, and with 300 men and 
his huflars advanced as far as the large pond, 
towards General Haddick, who, acquainted with 
the march of Count Donah's army, and ftruck 
by the boldnefs of the Pruflians, concluded that 
General Wedel was already arrived at Torgau; 
he retreated accordingly, and Torgau was pre- 
ferved : this example proves, that a truly great 
mind will find refources in the mod defperate 
fituation. 

The pofition of the winter cantonments may 
alfo require that certain pofts fliould be occu*- 
pied, which are badly calculated for defence. 
For example, Gelnhaufen, which is upon the 
route between Hanau and Fulda, is furrounded 
by a good wall with a kind of rampart walk on 
it, and from which you command an extenfive 
view of part of the country towards the Souths 
Eaft, and Weft ; only the northerly fide is fur*- 
rounded by mountains, from one of which called 
the Durich, the town, built as an amphitheatre 
at its foot, is commanded in fuch a manner, that 
from the top you can fire with fmall arms upon 
all the ftreets. 

Suppofing that the enemy's army have taken 
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their quarters on the left bank of the Mayn, and 
occupy Frankfort, AfchafFenburg, and Hanau, 
the chain of the opponent army extend from 
Giefen to Butzbach, Friedberg, Affenheim, Or- 
denberg, and Budingen to Gelnhaufen ; in this 
cafe, Gelnhaufen muft be occupied, and in order 
to guard againft infults from the enemy, (being 
on account of the rigour of the feafon obliged 
to put your men under cover) the only refource 
will be to ereft upon the Durich a redoubt, gar- 
rifoned with a hundred men and two pieces of 
artillery ; thus you may eafily defend the place, 
as the Durich commands all the other moun- 
tains ; there being plenty of wood in the neigh- 
bourhood, a guard-houfe may be built of whole 
trees, with a fire-place, to preferve the men from 
exceffive cold : had Colonel Rail erefted a re- 
doubt for 200 men with the 6 field pieces of his 
three regiments upon the road of Maidenhead 
to Trentown, at the top of the height, from 
whence he could have commanded the whole 
place. General Walhington would never have 
attempted to attack him, as the fuccefs of the 
enterprize depended upon its being performed 
expeditioufly : but the brave Colonel Rail was 
deaf to the repeated intelligence he received of 
the defign of the enemy, who being aware of 
this, feized the opportunity, and fucceeded. 
If a poll muft be occupied, though incapable 
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of defence, the commanding officer fhould con^ 
fider his fafety as depending entirely upon fpies, 
frequent patroles, and uncommon vigilance; 
ihould the enemy approach with a fuperior force, 
he will be enabled to withdraw at a moment's 
notice, for the intention of the enemy is obvi- 
oufly to carry the garrifon, and not to occupy 
a bad poft himfelf For example, during the 
winter quarters of 1760, General Luckner with 
3000 men, chiefly light troops, was fent to Heili- 
genftadt, in order to cover the left flank of 
Duke Ferdinand's quarters, and to fecure the 
communication with the ^ Pruflian army ; this 
town is fo completely furrounded with moun^ 
tains, that every iflue is a long defil^ ; the Duke 
of Broglies refolved to carry the port, and ap- 
pointed for that expedition part of the garrifon 
of Gottingen, and fome of the troops upon the 
Werra ; the French obferved fuch a fecrecy on 
their march, that General I^uckner was not aware 
of it until the morning of the 23d of December, 
and when he faw them, he was already cut off 
from Nordheim, Duderftadt, and Lindau ; hav^ 
ing no retreat left but upon Witzenhaufen, he 
refolved to take this road, though it led towards 
the enemy's quarters, and was fo fortunate in his 
efcape, that he loft only 34 men, who were flow 
in quitting the town ; he took a pofition near 
the place upon a height ^oout the Sharfenftein, 
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from whence his artillery fired upon the French, 
who did not' purfue him, and he retired upon 
Worbis. 



SECTION IV. 
Of Reconnoitring. 

RECONNOITRING the enemy is one of the 
moft difficult duties in war. The motives for 
reconnoitring are various, A partifan is often 
fcnt out to examine a ftrong place or poft, or 
the accefs of the enemy's camp ; or the general 
may wifh to reconnoitre fuch himfelf, and takes 
with him thence a partifan, as an efcort, expeft- 
ing that he has already fome knowledge of the 
country. This duty requires great ikill, and 
particularly a keen eye. 

If you have to reconnoitre in open countries, 
the detachment which is employed ihould confift 
of cavalry, furported by infantry. 

Should the country be fo hilly and interfered 
that you cannot approach the enemy with ca- 
valry, infantry muft be employed, and the ca- 
valry polled behind them in the open places, in 
order, that ihould the infantry be preffed up^ 
^i by the enemy, they may be ready to fup- 

N 4 port 



( 184 ) 

port them. The main point is, in fuch a cafe, 
not to advance to the enemy with the whole de- 
tachment at once, but divide it into two, three, 
four, or even fix parties, one of which may fup- 
port the other : you ought to regulate your 
meafures according to the nature of the ground, 
and the length of your march. As you ap* 
proach the enemy, every defil6 or crofs road 
which you leave behind, and which you are not 
perfeAly acquainted with, mud be occupied. 

Thus, if you be repulfed by the enemy, you 
fall back fiom one detachment to another 
whereby the enemy in his purfuit will be em- 
barraffed, finding that your force encreafes every 
ftep which you retreat. As you can feldom go 
farther when reconnoitring an enemy's piquet, 
than to drive 'back his out-pofts, 'you require 
only fo many men as are neceffary to fupport the 
reconnoitring party. In order to arrive in front 
of the enemy's out-pofts at day-break, much is 
not hazarded in fuch cafes, if you obferve fe- 
crecy on your march ; for before the out-poib 
are driven back, and other detachments arrive, 
vou mav have completed vour intentions : but 
as the enemy will alfo employ every means to 
hinder you from approaching too near, and will 
fall upon you with force as ibon as he perceives 
you, it is well to obfen^e tlie before-mentioned 
rule, and divide your detachment into two, three, 
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four, or fix jparties, leaving them at certain dif- 
tances from each other, and approach the enemy 
only with one, in order to have a refource : with 
one of thefe parties attack the enemy's out-pofts 
refolutely, drive them back, make your obferva- 
tions, and retire back again as quick as pof- 
fible. You muft not fpare yourfelf, but advance 
as near as poffible to the objeft which you wifh 
to examine, by which means much may be feen 
in war, 

I always followed this rule in the American 
war, and never confined my reconifbitring to 
the worded orders, to accompliih to the ut- 
mofl; what was entrufted to me; but I always 
went farther, in order to fee or do nothing by 
halves^ by which I often experienced, how much 
a man may perform who takes a pleafure in his 
duty : for the officer, who will only do that in 
war which he is ordered, and will hazard no 
more, efpecially when leading a light corps, does 
fcarcely any thing, and can by no means be 
reckoned an ufeful officer. 

Inafmuch as the art of reconnoitring requires 
fkill, toil, and precaution, when occafion requires 
you to force your way, fo the like fkill, as good 
an eye, and as much toil are required from thofe 
who are fent out to reconnoitre certain roads, 
paffes, and rivers. In thefe cafes, you muft go 
as far as you can, and obferve every thing accu- 
rately. 
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rately. Forinftance: whether cavalry, artillery 
and baggage can come along the road eafily, or 
with difficulty ; whether the ground be hard or 
fwampy ; if the road lead through much wood, 
how broad it is, how many defilees you meet with, 
and on which fide they are commanded ; how 
wide the rivers are, whether their banks be high, 
if grown over with buflies, and which bank is 
the higheft ; how many fords in the neighbour- 
hood, and how deep, whether the ground and 
bottom be hard or muddy, how many bridges, 
whether of ftone or wood, and how broad. You 
muft not for this depend upon the intelligence of 
one or two inhabitants in the neighbourhood, 
but queftion many ; nor afk them whether you 
can pafs, but only fignify that you muft pafs, be 
the confequence what it may. Nor muft you 
queftion the rich inhabitants, for they will aU 
ways reprefent the roads worfe than they really 
are, in order to prevent a vifit into their coun- 
try : you muft examine yourfelf, by which you 
,can give a fatisfaftory report, and not expofe 
yourfelf to be found inaccurate. For I have ex- 
perienced in the American war, when the inha- 
bitants of the country have defcribed roads as 
very bad, which have been found upon trial 
equal to the beft high roads. 

In order to render this rule more clear, I will 
here give an example, refpefting the reconnoi'^ 
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tring of a ftrong poft. Suppofing, that I was 
fent with a corps from Gelnhaufen to proteft an 
engineer, who is ordered to reconnoitre the for- 
tifications of Hanan. As it is very advanta- 
geous, efpecially when reconnoitring fortified 
places, to take prifoners, in order to get intelli- 
gence of the garrifon, and the interior fituation 
of the fortrefs, it muft however be done by the 
reconnoitring party with as much circumfpec* 
tion as hafict 

The corps confifts of two companies of rifle- 
men of 450, two light infantry companies of 
the fame number, and two fquadrons of light 
cavalry of 456, Suppofing it to be the feafon, 
when the day begins to dawn about five, and 
night begins about eight o'clock; the road is 
five long leagues ; we will fet ofi^ from Gelnhau- 
fen at ten o'clock at night; 100 cavalry and 100 
rifle-men, conduced by an able officer, march 
to Meerholz, Neuhaflau, and Ro den bach. 

This detachment, as foon as it has pafled Neu- 
haflau, fends an officer with 10 rifle-men and 10 
cavalry to occupy Rockinger bridge, and fome 
rifle-men fteal into the village and get intelli- 
gence when the lafl: patroles of the enemy were 
there, how fl:rong they are in general, and how 
often they come from Hanau; all of which the 
officer reports to his commander. 
As foQU as this detachment is arrived at the 
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iffue of Rodenbach's Wood, 50 cavalry, and as 
many rifle-men, remain here, in order to fecure 
the retreat of thofe who go towards Hanau. 
The commander of the latter approaches here- 
upon with 40 cavalry, and as many rifle-men, 
through Bulau, as near the fortrefs as poflible, 
fends a fcouting patrole towards Lehnhof, and 
endeavours to get intelligence of the enemy/ 
As foon as it is day, he fhews himfelf, in order 
to draw the attention of the towr^ upon that 
fide : if the enemy have occupied the Lambois 
bridge, he endeavours to fiirprize the enemy's 
piquet, or to difperfe them. He fends fome 
trufty yagers as near to the wall as poflible, to 
fire upon the fentries, or whatever may appear. 

As the reconnoitering party mufl: take place on 
the right bank of the Kintzig, the commander 
of the corps, together with the engineer, takes 
his march over Langenfelbold; a company of 
light infantry remain here behind, who place 
themfelves in the gardens, which lie upon a 
height towards Ruckingen ; 200 cavalry remain 
at Ruckingen, and the fecond company of light 
infantry remain in the coppice of Ruckingen. 
The commander of the corps fends three or four 
fmall parties into this country, each of which 
mufl: confifl; of only four or fix well mounted and 
trufty cavalry, who will advance to Neuhof, 
Kintzingerhof, Fifherhof, the Fafanerie, and 
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Williamlbad, in order to take any of the foldiers 
or officers of the garrifon prifoners, who certainly 
will be upon thefe heights over night. 

The commander of the whole takes then the 
remaining rifle company, together with the re- 
maining 156 cavalry, and approaches the town 
tinder cover of the night, through the Gehege- 

• 

wald, as near as poffible, in order that the engi- 
neer can begin his reconnoitring at day-break. 
As every thing that comes out of the town 
muft come through the Miihlfchanzenthor, or 
over the Kintz bridge, in front of the fuburbs, it 
is only neceffary to keep a good eye upon thefe 
two iffues. Should the enemy come out of the 
town with his cavalry, or a great part of his gar- 
rifon, the two detachments having much wood 
behind them, have little to fear. The detach- 
ment which approached the town through the 
Bulau, can retreat from wood to wood, as far as 
Altenhafslau. The detachment, which advanced 
over Ruckingen, retires from poft to poft; and as 
it will be thrice reinforced, on a road of only two 
fmall leagues, the enemy will hardly hazard 
much, but be content, by the afTurance, that the 
detachment not being able to afcertain the ob- 
jeft, has retreated again. If he pi efs too clofely 
upon one of the two detachments, he muft alio 
hazard being taken in the rear by the other; and 
as both detachments have a communication with 
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each other by the different bridges, which are 
between Langelfelbold and Hanau, over the 
Kintzing, he may be completely cut off from 
Hanau. 

The method of reconnoitring, which I have 
here propofed for inftruftion, may be alfo em- 
ployed ufefully againft pofts and camps; nothing 
is hazarded by it, whilft the rear is covered in 
the neighbourhood and at a farther diftance, and 
the retreat fafe. 



SECTION V. 

Of Surprifals. 

THE word furprifal, properly fpeaking, ihould 
not be known in war ; and if an officer would 
only conlider the offenfive meaning attached to 
it, fuch occurrences would very feldom, if ever, 
happen. For to fay an officer has been furprifed, 
is the fame as faying he has loft by his own neg- 
ligence, ignorance, or obftinacy the honor, li- 
berty, or lives of himfelf and many men who 
were entrufted to him ; and can an officer, who 
has caufed this misfortune by his own fault, be 
more injured in the opinion of the world than 
when he be fo fpoken of ? Notwithftanding the 
great care which an officer is forced to take m 
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the execution of his truft when on a poft in the 
field, yet we find inftances of this kind in every 
war ; for he who hazards a furprifal will feldom 
fail ; and thofe furprifals, which are looked upon 
as impoffible by the common run of men, turn 
out in general the moft fuccefsful. 

Though furprifals require fo much prudence, 
ikiU, expedition and fecrecy in the execution, 
yet they are fo far ufeful in war, not only for the 
actual advantage, but becaufe they deprefs the 
enemy : if you will hazard fuch an attempt upon 
the enemy, the principal point is to have an accu- 
rate knowledge of the country. You muft have 
good fpies and guides ; the firft are neceflary to 
procure intelligence of the enemy's ftrength, 
how his pods are fituated, and in what manner, 
whether the duty be carried on negligently, 
where and how far his patroles go, how ftrong, 
how often they go out, how far the next poft is 
diftant from that which you intend to furprife, 
what kind of a man the commander is, whether 
he be of an eafy temper, or addifted to diffipa- 
tion. The guides are neceflary, in order to con- 
du6l you by by-ways to the enemy, and fiiew 
you accurately every accefs by which you can 
cut off the enemy, and completely furround him. 
For if fuch enterprifes only half fucceed, or 
wholly mifcarry, you make yourfelf ridiculous 
in the eyes of the enemy, and lofe the confidence 
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of your men. For inftance ; in the furprife of 
Baumbridge in the fpring of 1777, the Englifli 
cavahy had crofled the river Rariton, a quarter 
of a league above the place where they ought to 
have done fo, in order to cut off the Americans 
from the pafs, which was the reafon that Gene- 
ral Lincohi himfelf, and inftead of 200, 800 men 
were not taken prifoners. The fame fault was 
committed in the furprife of the corps under the 
Marquis de la Fayette in the fpring of 1778, near 
Germantown. In fuccefsful or unfuccefsful ex- 
peditions, it is neceffary to be acquainted with 
more than one road, that you may retire by the 
ihorteft. Night is the beft time for fuch coups 
de mahiy it fpreads terror among the enemy 
when he finds himfelf attacked on all fides ; he 
cannot difcover the motions, he cannot difl;in- 
guifh the true from the falfe attack, he beholds 
every thing double through fear, and trees and 
hedges will at this time be taken for men. I have 
once been an eye-witnefs of a falfe alarm. One 
can hardly conceive how much fear works upon 
men j aft roufed from fleep. It was in the cam- 
paign of Penfylvania when General Howe wiflied 
to crofs the Chulkhill after the battle of Brandy- 
wine River ; the Heffian and Anfpachs* yager 
corps flood in a wood not far from French 
Creek ; they had the rear, and lay ready with 
their arms to march on the firft fignal. , A few 
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fliots were fired by the piquets, which gave occa- 
fion to the inhabitants of a neighbouring plan- 
tation to fcream out aloud ; at once, a voice 
cried out '^ run, we are furprifed !" The whole 
corps ^ifperfed in every dire6lion ; a whole hour 
was employed to reairemble the men, and they 
could hardly be convinced that all this had been 
only a falfe alarm. 

A mift, a ftrong wind with rain, or a fall of 
fnow, are the opportunities which may contri- 
bute to your fuccefs in a furprife, for patroles 
are feldom found upon the roads in very bad 
weather, as one may fuppofe that it may hinder 
the enemy from approaching. A thick mift will 
favor your approach ; and when hard rain and 
high wind drive in the faces of the fentries, they 
put down their heads, forget themfelves often, 
and turn their backs to the rain and wind, by 
which you may eafily (leal to them, and ftab 
them unawares. J know that I have often come 
to the moft dangerous pofts, where the fentries 
muft have known that death or hard captivity 
woqld be the punifhment for the leaft negligence, 
and have approached fo near a fentry, that I 
have ftood clofe to his front without being difco- 
vered. In fuch weather you cannot vifit your 
own pofts too often. 

If you receive intelligence that a detachment 
<rfthe enemy are about to take a certain poft in 
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the neighbourhood, or you believe from his (itua* 
tion that he will and muft occupy apod, gain 
his rear, and as foon as it is night fall upon him. 
In this cafe you may, if the country be much in- 
terfered, ruin whole regiments with a handful of 
men. In this manner a French partifan, with 
150 light infantry of Soubife's corps, furprifed 
in the feven years war near Werle, four fqua- 
dronsof huflars and a battalion of light infantry 
of the allied army. It was in Auguft in the cam- 
paign of 1761. The then hereditary prince, now 
Duke of Brunfwick, flood between Hamm and 
Werle, near Bockum, which place lay in front of 
the prince's left wing. Two leagues in front of 
the prince lay Werle, a town furrounded'by a dry 
ditch, and a wall ; the French had occupied 
Liine and the caftle of Kappenberg, and were 
patroling Werle. The Prince of Brunfwick de- 
tached a colonel of huflars with his regiment, and 
a battalion of light infantry to Werle, in order to 
obferve the French in and near Liine. The com- 
mander of this corps took poft clofe to the town, 
placed his out-pofts immediately on his arrival, 
which commanded the road towards Liine and 
Kappenberg, and feat out proper patroles ; the 
huflars kept faddled in the day-time, and bridled 
in the night ; the free battalion flood fo near the 
town that they placed their arms againft the 
wall, but notwithftanding all this precaution, the 
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detachment was furprifed the firft night: the 
French officer, who commanded in Liine, as 
foon as he heard that Werle was about to be oc- 
cupied, took 150 men, marched over Kappen* 
herg, and placed himfelf between Bockum and 
Werle in the wood, where he waited until night. 
A heavy ftorm began about midnight, by favor 
of which he approached the enemy as near as 
poffible. He divided his detachment in two par- 
ties, one of which was to attack the huffars, the 
other the light infantry. Having fired, he rufhed 
with charged bayonets upon the battalion, killed 
many, carried off what he could, and retreated 
the fliorteft way from Werle to Liine : as foon as 
the prince received this intelligence, he purfued 
the French with fome cavalry, but they had too 
ihort a journey, and were not to be overtaken. 

In the fame manner an American party was 
furprifed at mid-day, not far from Gloucefter 
Church in Virginia. Colonel Simcoe, who was 
ordered to cover a foraging party in this coun- 
try, received intelligence from a Negro, juft as 
the foraging was completed, that an American de- 
tachment had come to Ward's Plantation, a league 
and half from the abovementioned church ; and 
the Negro added, that he had not perceived that 
they had placed any out-pofts. Hereupon the 
Colonel took 100 cavalry, in order to fall upon 
the eneniy before he had time to colleQ; himfejf, 
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and ordered me to follow him with the yagers 
and his light infantry as quick as poffible. We 
found every thing as the Negro had informed 
us ; but to the enemy's good luck, and our difap- 
pointment, two American dragoons were ma- 
rauding, who difcovered the colonel with, his 
cavalry, gallopped back, and gave an alarm, 
whereupon all fled into the neighbouring thicket, 
and thus we could only take an officer, five 
horfes, and feven men. But as their horfes were 
not faddled, and they had not time to take away 
their arms, we ordered the faddles to be burnt, 
and the arms to be broken to pieces. 

The firft example proves, that one ought ne* 
ver to occupy a pod before the whole country is 
thoroughly fearched, to be affured that np party 
of the enemy lay concealed in the neighbojir- 
hood. One fhould alfo always fecure the rear, 
and endeavour to • preferve a communication 
with the corps which is behind ; for the officer at 
Werle could have avoided in two diffisrent ways 
the misfortune which befel him, and the chagrin 
which he mud have felt for ever after. As Werle 
as furrounded with a wall, and is calculated for 
defence, he might have gone with his whole de- 
tiachment into this place, and have obferved the 
enemy by the detachments which he fliould have 
fent to Liine and Kappenberg, and have kept 
open a communication with the pritice by pa- 
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troles ; or othei wife he might have fought out 
an advantageous poft near the town for half of 
his detachment, and have placed the other half 
between his poft and Bockum, in order by this 
means to have covered his rear ; or he might 
have fent his huifars before, and have fo pofted 
the battalion of light infantry, that his rear would 
have been covered. 

The laft example Ihews, that an officer fliould 
not remain from his poft a moment, without 
taking proper meafures for his fafety. For had 
not Fortune favored the American officer, his 
whole detachment would have been loft. 

You may alfo furprife the enemy, if you can 
approach near him undifcovered. In this cafe 
his out-pofts fhould be ruflied upon, and endea- 
voiir to enter his camp at the fame time with 
him. As, however, fuch enterprifes fliould be 
undertaken with the greateft expedition, only 
cavahy can be employed, unlefs the country be 
fo interfered by wood and hills, that only light 
infantry can be ufed.. In the campaign of South 
Carolina in 1780, Colonel Tarleton with 200 ca- 
valry furprifed at mid-day 2000 Americans un- 
der General Sumpter. The Englifli ruflied upon 
the Americans with fuch fury that the latter had 
not time to take up their arms, \yhich they had 
piled together before their huts. Had Colonel 
Armand when he furprifed the yager piquet at 

O 3 mid-day, 



. ( 198 ) 

mid-day, near Courtland's Plantation, in the 
province of New Y^ork, gone through the ravine 
which feparated the corps from the mountain, 
upon which the right wing of the piquet was 
polled, he might have retah'ated upon the yager 
corps in the fame manner, for before we had per-- 
ceived the event in the camp he might have 
been in the middle of us. 

One may alfo keep the enemy in conftant alarm 
in order to lull him into a falfe fecurity, and then 
at once fall upon him. This generally fucceeds 
beft about aoon, becaufe the enemy confiders 
himfelf as moft fecure at this time, and thofe 
who have watched the preceding night are at 
reft. The horfes are fed at that hour, the offi- 
cers confider more their conveniency, fome are 
at dinner, and amongft thofe corps, where the 
feyereft difcipline is not pra6lifed, many may be 
found either out of the camp feafting with their 
friends, or in the neighbouring villages. I know, 
that in many different Epglifh corps two officers 
were feldom to be found in camp at noon hour. 
The American partifans Otterndorf and Butler 
chofe this time two days running during the win- 
ter cantonments at Brunfwick, in order to furprife 
me ; but they were received contrary to their 
cxpeftations, and driven back from both at- 
tempts. 
If on the march to the enemy there be a defile 
•• or 
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or a river to pafs, or you leave a bridge behind 
you, and you are forced to return by it, occupy 
fuch a pafs with light infantry, to fecure you 
from not being cut off on a retreat. For inftance, 
fuppofing you would fuiprife the enemy in .the 
country of Hanau, near Seligenfladt or Baben-r 
haufen, and crofs on your march the Mayn near 
Steinheim or Rumpenheim, you muft occupy the 
caftle of Steinheim, or in the other the neareft 
gardens and houfes of Rumpenheim. Or, fup- 
pofing you would furprife the enemy from Win- 
decken, in or near Friedberg, you muft occupy 
the bridge over the Wetter, near the convent of 
Ilbenftadt. Light infantry may alfo furprife ca- 
valry when quartered in open plapes as well as in 
interfered countries. In the firft inftance, you 
fteal at night time as near the enemy as poffible, 
and fire a volley, whereby the horfes will cer- 
tainly ftart and prevent the riders from mount- 
ing. Upon this fall immediately upon the ene- 
my, kill, or take prifoners, a^ many as you can, 
and retreat as quick as poffible. In the laft in- 
ftance, if you can fteal fecretly into the cavalry's 
cantonments, divide your detachment into dif- 
ferent parties, one-half of which muft endeavour 
to make themfelves mafter of the flables, whilft 
the others feize the men. For example, in the 
American war, in 1776, Cpunt Pulawfky quar- 
tered in one of the plantations near Eckharbour^ 
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in the province of New Jerfey, in order to cover 
this country againft the landing and pillage of 
the Englifli privateers, ' Major Fergufon, one of 
the moft meritorious and braveft officers of the 
Enghfli army, croffed from Long Ifland with a 
party of Scots, landed at Eckharbour in the 
night-time in the rear of Pulawfky's quarters, 
killed all the horfes and many men, and toolcthe 
greateft part of the latter prifoners along with 
him. 

You muft never forget in furprifes to cover 
the fide, whence the enemy can come to affift the 
poft which you intend to furprife. 

With refpefil to what is to be obferved on the 
march, I refer the reader to the chapter in which 
I have treated on fecret marches. I will now 
particul^ly obferve that in this inftance, as the 
march is undertaken generally in the night, no 
flankers can be employed. The advance guard 
is to be quite near, before which an officer goes 
on foot at the diftance of 50 paces, who muft of- 
ten ftand ftill, and fliould he difcover any men at 
a diftance, muft report it immediately. Should 
they be an enemy's patrolc, you muft halt in or- 
der not to be difcovered, and endeavour to take 
them. Should you, however; be already difco- 
vered, you muft give up your intentions imme- 
diately ; every one fliould march in the greateft 
ilence, finoak no tobacco, and all thofe who are 
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fubje6l to coughs and colds muft be left behind i 

on fuch occalion. No horfe muft be taken that 
is accuftomed to neigh. 

The following furprifal, which is one of the 
moft remarkable in the feven years war, will 
make the before-mentioned rules more clear to 
the reader, efpecially if he will take Rofier's map 
of Heflia before him. It was when the Heredi- 
tary Prince of Brunfwick furprifed the French 
corps under General Claubiz, near Emfdoif in 
Upper Heflia, 

In the campaign of 1760 the allied army were 
placed upon the heights of Sachfenhaufen, and 
the French, under the Marfhal de Broglio, near 
Corbach. The Prince of Brunfwick was de- 
tached with a corps, in order to defeat the French 
corps under General Claubiz, who had advanced 
beyond Neuftadt to the heights of Wafenberg in 
order to cut off the communication between the 
fortrefs of Ziegenhayn and the allied army. The 
prince, therefore, went off on the 3 4th of July 
at evening from Sachfenhaufen to Fritzlar, to 
which place fix battalions of the army had al- 
ready marched. Thefe proceeded on the 15th 
to Zweften, where General Luckner joined them 
with his huflars and Elliot's light dragoons, and f^ljji 
continued the march towards Treifa, where they 
received intelligence that the enemy had proceed- 
ed from Wafenberg to Emfdorf, upon which the 
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prince ordered his corps to reft at Treifa. On the 
l6th he had advanced as far as Speckfwinkel, 
where Major Frederick and Colonel Fry tag had 
followed the enemy with his yagers in order to 
obferve him. The prince here reconnoitred the 
fituation of the enemy, and found that he had 
encamped advantageoufly, asEmfdorf lay in front 
of his right wing, and a wood covered his left. 

Hereupon the prince marched off with five 
battalions and the yagers through the wood 
upon Wolferode, in order to fall upon the ene- 
my's rear and left flank, during which General 
Luckner with his cavalry and an Hanoverian bat- 
talion, which the prince had ordered to remain 
in a valley behind Speckfwinkel, was to fall on 
the enemy's right wing, where the French cavalry 
flood. Both attacks fucceeded, and the enemy, 
who had not received the leaft intelligence of the 
prince's march, was furprized in his camp at mid- 
day. All that could get under arms endea- 
voured to make fome refiftance in order to fave 
the honour of the whole ; but they were in too 
great diforder to avoid, by any means, the unfor- 
tunate confequences. They therefore took flight 
through a thicket to Laogenfl:ein, to which place 
the Hanoverian battalion of Baer purfued them ; 
aiid whilft the routed enemy turned off^from the 
village to a neighbouring thicket, the battalion 
went through the village and cut them off from 

the 
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the (lone bridge over the Ohm, at the fame time 
that a part of the cavalry cut off the pafs to 
Amoeneburg. The Prince, not fatisfied with this 
advantage, purfued the part of the enemy who 
endeavoured to fave themfelves towards Schweins- 
berg, came up with them in and near Nieder- 
klein, where they attempted again to make a 
defence, but finally fhared the fate of the others. 
As well ordered and conduced as this coup de main 
was, yet it would have been impoffible to have 
fucceeded in it, had the enemy often patroled, 
covered his rear, and not have been too fure of 
fafety. For, had he pofted one of his three in- 
fantry regiments in or near Kirchhayn, his re- 
treat would have been fecure over the Wehr and 
Ohm. 

This proves how much judgment, fkill and 
courage are neceflary in furprifes in the field. 
Moreover, thofe M'hich are undertaken againft 
inclofed or fortified pofts are liable to far greater 
difficulties. In fuch cafes you have to pafs 
ditches^ to climb walls and ramparts, and to 
force open gates ; you will often meet with un- 
forefeen obftacles, which mud be removed be- 
fore you can attain your objeft ; notwithftand- 
ing by the negligence and want of dexterity of 
the enemy, and by money, a partifan has op-* 
portunities to provide for the fuccefs of the fur- 
prifal of a ftrong poft. For example^ you may 
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l)y your fpics and the enemy's deferters be in- 
formed whether he be negligent in his duty, and 
do not attend to it with proper vigilance and 
precaution. You may be informed by an inha- 
bitant, and fliewn the accefs to a poft which the 
enemy has not fufficiently occupied. You may 
have intelligence that the garrifon of a poll is 
too weak to occupy it with advantage. In a 
word, if an officer be not avaricious, he will al- 
ways find traitors or friends for ready caih. 
This never failed with me in America when I 
wiihed to know whether this or that inhabitant 
of a plantation was a king's friend or a rebel ; 
and I well know, that for money fervants have 
even betrayed their own mailers. 

It is of no confequence what means you purfue 
for the fuccefs of furprizes; but they- require 
trully fpies and guides, who will give the beft 
information, and lead you by the fafell and nioll 
covered countries to the poll or village. If the 
place be furrounded by dry ditches, with walls or 
ramparts, it is neceffary to know the depth of 
the ditches, and the height of the ramparts, in 
order to regulate the fize of the ladders accord- 
ingly, if you wilh to efcalade. The fpies and 
guides mull be acquainted with the town per- 
fe6lly. They mull know the main-guard, the 
alarm polls, and the llrength of each guard, 
whene the cavalry and infantry have their quar* 
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ters, and where the head officers live. The far- 
ther you are from the enemy, the fuccefs of an 
undertaking is frequently the more certain, and 
the. ftrdnger a poll is, the more remifs and negli- 
gent the garrifon will probably be. For exam- 
ple: Colonel Donop. was detached from Phila- 
delphia, to carry the intrenched pofl of Red" 
bank, and to cut off the communication of the 
garrifon of Mud Ifland and the province of New 
Jerfey, which was always furnifhed with provi- 
lions from the latter province. On the 20th of 
06lober in the morning, he croffed the Delaware 
not far from the town, marched to Hattenfieldr 
where he remained the night; and though the 
march had not been held fecret, we arrived on 
the2lft, at noon, fo unexpededly, in the neigh- 
bourhood of the enemy's pofts, that we found a 
quarter-mafter with fix foldiers a fmall quarter 
league from it, who were fetching meat from a 
neighbouring plantation for the garrifon, and 
wh6 affured us, that the enemy had not the leaft 
idea of our approach. Had this moment been 
well employed, and we had fallen immediately 
on our arrival upon both fides of this poft, as we 
" could have approached by the help of a wood on 
the fide of Philadelphia within 400 paces of it, 
we fhould certainly have furprifed the enemy, 
and by which the lives of many brave officers 
and foldiers would have been fpared, which were 
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loft in the ftorm that took place in the afternoon 
at four o'clock, after we had fummoned the ene- 
my. For our funimons was in fa^ nothing 
more/than a warning to him to prepare for our 
attack. 

Surprifals frequently fuccced, when an army 
retreats after a check. In general, the opponent 
becomes elated by his fuccefs, and begins to 
look upon his enemy with contempt. The be- 
fore-mentioned furprifals of Trainton, Prinztown, 
and Stony Point, were nothing more than the 
natural confequences of a contempt for the 
pnemy. The negligence which had crept into 
the French army, in the Hanoverian campaign, 
when the allies under Duke Ferdinand drove 
them out of the Hanoverian territory, arofe from 
the fame caufe, by which they were furprized 
almoft in every poft. I will here give an in- 
ftruftive example from this campaign : as Count 
Chabot was at Hoya, and received the intelligence 
of the approach of the allied army, he thought it 
impoffible that an enemy's corps could crofs the 
AUer and Wefcr, as both rivers were very much 
overflowed; but he was miftaken, and was not 
well acquainted with his opponent, whofc un- 
common a<9;ivity knew how to remove every 
obftacle. The Hereditary Prince of Brunfwick 
carried on this enterprize againft Hoya, in fpite 
of every difficulty. For though he found only 

one 
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one ferry-boat, and fome fifliing boats, to crofs 
the Wefer near Barmen; and though a very 
heavy ftorm arofe at the time when he had 
hardly tranfported half of his corps, by which 
the paiTage of the remaining troops was rendered 
wholly impoiTible, yet he was not difcouraged 
from his undertaking, but continued his route 
with a handful of troops towards Hoya, where 
he arrived at fix o'clock in the evening. After 
the Prince had taken every proper meafure for an 
attack, he ordered no fhot to be fired, but all 
were to charge with bayonets. But near Wiil- 
zen the advanced guard met with an enemy's 
patrole, upon which fome of his men fired, and 
thereby the approach of the Prince was difco- 
vered by the French. He was not, however, 
depreffed by this accident, but rufhed into the 
, place. Meanwhile a part of the garrifon colleft- 
ed in the ftreets, and defended themfelves bravely ; 
another part fired from the houfes : Count Cha- 
bot endeavoured, as much as poffible, to defend 
the bridge which led to the Caftle, but he was 
driven away from it; and had not the French fet 
fire to fome houfes in this part of the town, the 
Count would certainly have been cut off from 
the Caftle, or the allies would have entered it p^le 
mdle with them. At day-break the Count was 
fummoned in the Caftle. Seeing hirpfelf fur- 
rounded on every fide, he requefted a free re- 
treat. 
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treat, which he obtahied, from the particular 
generofity of this great Prince. This example 
proves, how cafily the beft formed plan may be 
fruftrated ; for had not the foldiers of the allies 
advance-guard fired upoii the enemy's patrole, 
the French would certainly have been furprized. 
In a furprizal, it is therefore beft not to fuffer the 
arms of the advance guard to be loaded, and par- 
ticularly fo in the night-time, in order to deprive 
the foldiers of every opportunity of firing. The 
Prince took this method at Zierenberg, in Heffia, 
Which poft was furprized in fight of the French 
aniiy. The circumftance is too inftruftive, to be 
\omitted. 

^ In the campaign of 1760, when the allies and 
the French army M-ere feparated by the Dimel^ 
the hereditary Prince of Brunfwick crofTed the 
river near Marburg, in the night of the 5th of 
September, and furprized this town at day-break 
in the fight of the French army, Marburg co- 
vered the left flank of the army, and was occu- 
pied by the volunteers of Clermont and Dau- 
phine, under Brigadier Nordmann, As this en- 
terprize required the utmoft filence, the prince, 
to prevent any firing, would not fuffer thft arms 
to be loaded, for the French referve, under Ge- 
neral de Muy, ilood only half a league beyond 
the town. A detachment of cavalry was pofted 
between the enemy's army and Zierenberg, ia 
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order to cover the prince's enterprife on that 
fide, and one of light infantry was fent in the 
country of Lahr, in order to fecure the prince 
againft the Stainville corps. Major Billow placed 
himfelf between Zierenberg and Diirrenberg, in 
order to wholly cut off the enemy's retreat, and 
feize the fugitives. More than 300 men were 
killed; and Brigadier Nordmann, Colonel Co- 
meras, 37 officers, and 417 nien taken prifoners. 

We will now take notice of thofe places, 
fituated ilpon a river, where there are canals, 
or where water mills have a communication 
with the walls. For ♦inftance : Gelnhaufcn and 
Babenhaufen, lying in the Wetterhau, may, 
by having intelligence with the inhabitants, 
be very eafily furprifed. A furprifal may alfo 
be undertaken, when you know that the en e- 
rtiy has befpoken workmen and forage in the 
neighbouring country. In the firft cafe, a 
number of officers and foldiers muft be dreffed 
as peafants, each armed with a fword and piftpl 
concealed under their clothes, and who muft en- 
deavt)ur to approach without any noife fo near 
the place, that at day-break they may be near 
the gates. They fliould lay themfelves down on 
both fides of the road, and wait the moment, 
whien the gates are opened, rufli upon the guards, 
and feize their arms. Upon this they muft en- 
deavour to take poft ovefr the gates, and main- 
tain it until the troops, which have been con- 
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cealed in the neighbourhood for a fupport, ar- 
rive. In the fecond cafe, drive a number of 
waggons, fo laden with ftraw or hay, that four 
or five men can conceal themfelves in each un- 
der the]j forage; two or three difguifed foldiers 
go with each waggon, and one with every two 
horfes. At a certain diftance from the enemy's 
poft, a corps of cavalry lie concealed in a thicket, 
or behind a height, who, if the fcheme fucceeds, 
can haftenfor a fupport. The waggons approach 
the poft, and ihould-the enemy be imprudent 
enough to open the gates, without fearching, the 
firft is driven under the gates, to prevent their 
being ihut again fuddenly. The moment they 
think themfelves matters of the gates, the dif- 
guifed men fall upon the guards, feize them, and 
endeavour to maintain their poft, until the neigh- 
bouring concealed fupport can gallop up to 
them. Little or nothing is hazarded by fuch 
enterprizes ; for fuppofing the enemy difcovers 
the plot at the beginning, his whole attention- 
will be employed to Ihut and defend the gates, 
which will give fufficient time for the party to re- 
tire. 

In the night time, you can alfo advance with 
a detachment of cavalry to the enemy's pofti 
on full gallop, and give yourfelves out at the 
gates for one of his own detachments, which is 
routed and purfued by the enemy. You eagerly 
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tequeft admittance from the guards, telling them, 
that on the contrary, you muft fall into the 
hands of the enemy who are purfuing. For in- 
ftance: in the beginning of the year l632, 
Duke Bernhard Von Weymar furprifed Man- 
heim in this manner: he took 500 Swedifli ca- 
valry, who galloped to the gates at midnight. 
* They gave themfelves out for an imperial regi- 
ment, who were routed in the neighbourhood by 
the Swedes, and were purfued. Upon this pref- 
fing reprefentation, the officer on duty ordered 
the gates to be opened. As foon as the Swedes 
came up to the guards, they cut them down. 
The garrifon, awakened by the firing and noife, 
attempted to haften to their rendezvous, but as 
the Swedes had already fpread themfelves in 
-parties in every ftreet, they were cut down one 
after the other as they arrived. Meanwhile, how- 
ever, a part of the garrifon had collefted and pre- 
pared for a defence : but Duke Von Weymar 
now arrived with a part of his infantry, got over 
the walls, and ordered the men to advance on all 
fides, by which, in a fhort time, he was matter of 
the whole town. Count Maravalla, a Spanifh 
general, who^commanded the garrifon, being ex- 
changed, was publicly beheaded at Heidelberg. 

It is alfo eafy to furprize an enemy's poft, if 
acquainted with fome of the. principal inhabit- 
ants of the place, and you know that the com- 
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mander is fond of pleafure. In this cafe, make 
an appointment with one of your friends, to in^ 
yite a large party on fuch a day, at your own 
expence, in which he muft promote dancing and 
hard drinking, during which you make your 
attempt. 

The great Eledor, Frederic William, furprifed 
in this manner the Swedes at Rhatenau, iu the 
war of 1675. He fallied out of Franconia with 
his army, and haftened to the affiftance of his 
hereditary polfeffions, which were in the hands 
of the Swedes: but in order to conceal his ap- 
proach from the enemy, he ordered, as foon as 
he arrived at Magdeburg, the gates to be ihut 
and made faft, and detached General Doerfling 
to furprize Rhatenau. The general, an hour 
before day-break, arrived, undifcovered, in front 
of the town; gave himfelf out fpr a Swedifh 
party, who had been routed by the Branden- 
burgians, and being purfued by them, requefled 
admittance. This being granted immediately, 
he cut down the guards, and took pofleffion of 
the town. The Swedifh officers having been 
liberally entertained the preceding evening by ^^ 
nobleman of the town, (which entertainment 
had been previoufly concerted by him and the 
Ele6lor) had no fooner awoke in the morniog, 
than they were either killed, or taken prifoners. 
with their foldiers. 

The 
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The enemy may alfo be furprifed in open day, 
by difguife. For inftance : the hereditary Prince 
of Brunfwick, in the furprifal of the French 
corps near Embfdorf, ordered the Hanoverians 
and Heffians to lay afide their coats. As thefc 
men now appeared white at a diftance, the French 
guards took them for troops of their army, and 
fufFered them to approach too near, which well 
thought of fcheme contributed in a great mea^ 
fure to the fortunate fuccefs which was the con* 
fequence. 

I will conclude the feftion with an example, 
whiqh will very much illuftrate the foregoing 
rules, fince it was performed on the theatre of the 
feven years war, and of which very good charts 
are to be found. Take the map of the Wet- 
terau. Suppofmg Hanau and Seeligenftadt al- 
ready in our pofleffion. I am at Afchaffenburg 
with a corps. The enemy is mailer of Ful- 
dafchen and the Wetterau, and has extended his 
cordon from Saalmiinfter, over Bierftein, Budin- 
gen, Ortenburg, Staaten, Friedberg, &c. &c, 
Gelnhaufen is not yet occupied by the enemy, 
but expefting, as it covers the entrance into the 
mountains, that he will occupy it afterwards, I 
have engaged a miller, to inform me, as foon as 
the enemy have occupied this town, and to pro- 
cure me two or three trufty citizens of Gelnhau- 
fen, whibh will not be attended with much diffi- 
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culty, as the greateft part of the inhabitants 
confift of ^ Braconn iers.* As the fuccefs of my 
attempt muiflaepend upon the negligence of the 
enemy, we will fuppofe, that he has not occupied 
the mill of the before-mentioned millers, which 
ftands clofe to the walls, and through which 
they may be gained. The enemy have not alfo 
obferved, that the Kintzing can be crofled above 
the lord of the manor's gardens, (where this 
river is divided by an ifland) and alfo near the 
mill. The enemy's detachment confifts of 1000 
infantry and 400 cavalry. In order to furprife 
him, I take 800 infantry, and 400 cavalry : fup* 
pofing farther, that the campaign is nearly 
finifhed, and the feafon when it is equal day and 
night, at fun fet the gates of AfchafFenbiirgh 
are ihut, every one is allowed to come in the 
town — but for 48 hours^no one is permitted to go 
out. The gates being Ihut, the detachment is 
ordered to go out, and is provided with bread 
and oats for tvv o days. But as Afchaffenburg is 
ten leagues from Gelnhaufen, the roads over the 
Speffart not the beft, and the country very 
mountainous, this march cannot be made in one 
night, without tiring the men too much. I 
march therefore the firft night as far as the 
country of Irbach and Koningsihof, in Kahl- 

* Men who live by killing gaxne^^ iu defiance of law^ and cvei( 
arm^d forcCf 
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grund, where I am only four leagues diftatit 
from Gelnhaufen. In this country I remain 
fomewhat concealed, taking care to have water 
near, which, in a refting place upon a fecret 
march, fliould be always confidered, I remain 
here till the following night, and for fecurity, 
place fmall guards around me, under trufty non- 
commiffioned officers, at the diftance of about 
5 or 600 paces: thefe guards muft keep cour 
ccaled, and feize all thofe who pafs, and not 
releafe them until the enterprize be completed. 
As foon as night begins^ I proceed, regulating 
iriy march in fuch a manner, that I arrive at mid- 
night between the Eichhof and Eiden-Gefafz, 
where 1 prepare for the attack, and divide the 
detachment as follows: ICX) cavalry, and as 
many infantry, go off with a trufty guide. This 
detachment leaves Altenhafzlau on the right; 
croffes the Kintzing by the Kintzing Mill, leaves 
there for its fecurity a non-commiffioned officer 
and 10 yagers, in order to cover the bridge, and 
proteft the miller and his family ; takes its route 
over Rhode, occupies the heights, over which 
the road leads to Budingen, and fo pofts itfelf, 
that nothing can comenipon it unawares from 
that fide. Should this detachment be clofely 
prcffed by the enemy, it retires over the Kintzing 
to the mill, defends this poft till further orders, 
and, if the furprifal f^icceeds, he returns in this 
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cafe the fame way, in order to join again the 
whole near Meerholz. 

A captain with 100 infantry follows the firft 
acrofs th? Kintzing, then leaves the village of 
Rhode on the left, and proceeds through the 
vineyards to Diirich, obferves the road, which 
here leads through the Kohlgrund to Bierfiein 
and Budingen, and cuts off the fugitives who 
attempt to fave themfelves through the Holz- 
thor. This detachment mufl: make its. retreat, 
as foon as it hears any firing towards Budingen 
or Bierftein, to the Kintzing mill, and join the 
former. 

A captain with 100 infantry, with a trufty 
guide, takes his route towards Hochft, paffes.the 
bridge over the Kintzing^ approaches the Heitzer- 
gate, pofts himfelf in the vineyards, in order to 
cut off the retreat of the enemy to Bierflein, and 
obferves at the fame time the roads leading to 
this town. Should the enemy receive fuccour 
from that fide; this detachment retires round the 
town to the Holzthor, and takes the fame road 
as the former. But as foon as it hears any firing 
towards Budingen, it muft immediately think 
about its retreat, for if it cannot take the road 
to the Hochfter bridge, it is cut oft 50 cavalry 
and 100 infantry remain upon the height as. a 
referve behind Altenhafzlau. The commander 
of this detachment endeavours to lay together a 
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great heap of wood and wet ftraw, in order, at 
an appointed time, to make a fire, which may 
give a great fihoke, and fcrve the detachment, 
that is towards Budingen, as a fignal for a re- 
treat. All prifoners ihould alfo be brought to k. 
The remaining 40Q infantry I divide into l6 di- 
vifions, and the 250 cavalry into 10. 

As foon as I fuppofe that each detachment 
may be arrived at its poft, I take the ftraight 
road to the lord of the manor's garden, where 
the cavalry in the greateft filence, form up on 
the road that leads to Burgthor. With the in- 
fantry I crofs the Kintzing to the mill, obferv- 
ing the deepeft filence during the paffage, which 
mufl: be effefted in clofe column of divifions, and 
the men forbidden, under pain of death, to quit 
their divifion, affuring them in the mean time 
that the booty will be equally divided, but thofe 
who go out for plunder fliall lofe their fhare, and 
be feverely punifhed. 

When the two firfl; divifions have paffed the 
mill, they ileal to the Ziigel-gates, furprife the 
guards, open the gates, pafs the bridge, furprife 
the guards at Ziigel-haus, open the Ziigel-hauf- 
thor, obferving to fend information of it to the 
cavalry, who then gallop into the town, leaving 
behind them fifty men upon their pofl:, in order 
to feize the fugitives that run out of the cairL'. 
Two divifions hafl:en to the Schifithor and to the 

Rodenb''. 



( 218 ) 

Roderthor, in order to make themfelves niafters 
of them, and thereby liinder any part of the 
garrifon from fleeing on that fide. The twelve 
remaining divifions pafs the Schimdtgaflfe to the 
lower market, one of which is ordered to fearch 
out the principal officers and feize them. Two 
haflen to the upper market, to force the grand 
guard. The remainder difperfe in fmall parties 
through every ftreet, and the cavalry that are 
already in the town, do the fame. Thefe latter 
muft now endeavour as much as poffible, to hin- 
der the enemy from coUefting, kill or deftroy all 
that oppofe them, and not think of taking pri- 
foners until they find they are in complete pof- 
feflion of the town, though they mufl: give quar- 
ter to thofe. that are unarmed. 

As foon as the enterprife fucceeds, and the 
garrifon is taken, all the prifoners muft be 
brought together in the market-places, the com- 
mander and officers feparated from the common 
men, who muft be fearched, and even their knives 
taken from them, and be orclered to fit down, and 
behave peaceably. Parties are hereupon fent to 
every ftreet to colle6l the horfes and baggage of 
the enemy, and by the divifion of which, the 
common men muft be encouraged to further 
* good behaviour. The two detachments which 
have had their pofts in front of the Heitzer and 

Holzthor now advance, and the prifoners and 
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booty go off, under a fufficient guard, by the 
road which leads over Meerholz to Hanau, being 
the neareft and the moft fecure. A fignal is 
given near Altenhafslau to the detachment, 
which flood behind Rhode towards Budingen, 
and as foon as this arrives ^nd the prifoners have 
advanced a league or a league and a half, the 
town may be abandoned, and you may retire 
likewife by the road over Meerholz towards Ha- 
nau, upon which the fifty cavalry and the re- 
ferve, who are near Altenhafslau, and have refted 
during the attack, bring up the rear. But 
Ihould an enemy's detachment be haftened to 
this neighbourhood, every means muft be em- 
ployed to expedite your retreat and to gain 
Meerholz. Should the enemy in his purfuit 
overtake you, halt with the rear upon the moun- 
tain near Meerholz, where the count's Ihooting- 
houfe ftands, and face the enemy. For if you 
are forced to fight with the enemy, after a fuc- 
cefsful enterprife, you muft rather facrifice a 
handful of men, than lofe all that you have 
gained. But in order to hazard nothing by this 
undertaking, you may previoufly fend on the 
fame day a ftrong detachment from Hanau, as 
far as the country of Newhazlau, whereby the 
retreat will be fully fecured. 

It may alfo happen, that a poft, which is in- 
tended to be furprifed, is reinforced, contrary to 

your 
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your expeftations. If you are fo near it, that 
you cannot make an honorable retreat, you muft 
not be depreffed, but attack with refolution, as 
this is the only means of concealing your infe- 
rior force from the enemy. For example ; In 
the year 1758, during the expedition which 
Prince Henry undertook againft the Hildefliei- 
mens and the people of Brunfwick, the Pruffian 
Major Bork received the intelligence that 100 
French were in the Hanoverian village of Eldag- 
fen. On the 3d March, at day break, he ruflied 
into the village with 120 huflars and yagers; 
but inftead of finding only 100 men there, 
he met with the whole Huffar regiment of 
Berchiny, who flood ready faddled and bridled 
on the other fide of the village; neverthelefs he 
made an attack with the greatefl bravery, routed 
the whole regiment with his few men, cut down 
many and took one captain of a troop and 1 2 
men prifoners. 



SIXTH SECTION. 

Of the duty of a Parti/an on the retreat of the 

Enemy. 

THE enemy's retreat may be either wilful or 
forced ; but neither cafe can efcape the eye of st 

partifan, 
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partifan, who underftands his duty, and poffeffes 
the neceflary alertnefs. He fhould place himfelf 
as near the enemy as poflible, in order to follow 
him clofely as foon as he moves. He muft firft 
of all endeavour to take fome prifoners, in order , 
to learn where the enemy direfts his march. He 
muft annoy the enemy, retard his march, and 
take advantage of the Icaft diforder that he may 
perceive. But he muft be circumfpeft how he 
proceeds, for fear of lofing his corps, which, in 
fuch occurrences, may very cafily happen. 

In thefe cafes there are many advantages on 
his fide, fmce it may be concluded, that every 
Ibldier who retreats, is diffatisfied. Tlie common 
man, who cannot difcover the fecret intentions 
of the general, lofes a part of his courage as foon 
as he begins to retreat. On the contrary, thofe 
w;ho purfue the enemy are animated by the hope 
of gaining a large booty, their courage encreafes 
by every ftep, they look with contempt upon 
their enemy, who flee before them, and they con- 
fider themfelves from this moment as fuperior to 
him : foldiers at fuch a time will perform all that, 
bravery is capable of; when purfuing the enemy 
I never wanted volunteers, though ever fo tired, 
for the thoughts of booty gave them new 
ftrength. On the contrary, on a retreat, I have 
feldom dared to requeft more duty, even from 
the braveft, than they were bound to perform. 

If 
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If the retreat of an enemy be forced, a par- 
tifan has already half gained his point. This is 
a fine opportunity for him, to iliew his abihty in 
fight of both armies, efpecially if he find troops 
following to fupport him in cafe of neceffity. In 
this he may perform brilliant feats, if he know 
how to employ the moment to the greatefl; ad- 
vantage. In fuch an opportunity, fend, in the 
night time, fmall parties of yagers towards the 
enemy's camp, who endeavour to draw fo near 
to the fentries on their hands and feet, that they 
can fee the watch fire, and may foon difcoven 
when the fentries go off, whereupon as foon as 
they obferve this, they mud fire upon the watch- 
fire, which will ferve as a fignal, that the enemy 
are retiring. This firing, as laughable as it may 
appear, has however a great influence upon the 
retiring foldiers, fince they conclude from it, 
how dangerous and toilfome the following day 
will be. Colonel Morgan followed this method, 
when the Britilh army was forced to retreat from 
Philadelphia through the Jerfeys. I had the 
piquet, on the day when the army, on this^ 
retreat, had encamped in the country of Alten- 
town, and the cuftom of the piquet making the^ 
advance and rear guards having been introduced 
in the yager corps by Colonel Wurmb, I was 
filently recalling the piquets from their pofts to 
form the rear-guard, when the American rifle- 
men. 
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men, who, during the whole night had been 
fwarming round the camp, fired in the midft of • 
our watch-fire. At day-break, when they could I 
fee us, they hung upon us and accompanied out < 
march to the new camp. Colonel Wurmb was 
obliged to fupport me feveral times with his . 
corps and the light infantry. The piquets con- 
fifl:ed of about 200 men, and notwithftanding we 
always marched through woody countries, I lo{l\ 
only about 6o. The American Colonel Butler 
once followed this rule with fuccefs ; it was, 
when.Sir William Howe, in the beginning of the 
campaign of 1777? retreated from New-Brunf- 
wick to Ambay, v/ith an intention to decoy Ge- 
neral Walhington out of his fl:rong pofition, near. 
Moriftown. This partifan had placed himfelf 
fo near to the Englifli army, in the night time, • 
that at the moment the rear-guard was going to 
follow the army, Wreed's yager company was fo 
violently fallen. upon, that had Captain Wreed 
loft his prefence of mind, the whole would cer- 
tainly have been defl:royed. We had to march 
five leagues, with but little heavy artillery, and 
no baggage, and yet we did not arrive. in the 
camp near Ambay until dark. The Americans 
hung fo clofe upon the rear-guard, that the 
Englifh army were feveral times forced to face 
about I was detached under General Leflie to 
jtke Scotch Hill, in order to gain this pafs, which 
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the army muft inevitably have gone through. 
I found here alfo the riflemen before-hand, and 
though the ground gave us mueh advantage, 
yet we loft many men on this day, which proves, 
how neceflary it is to have ftrong corps of good 
riflemen in an army. 

This is the time when riflemen are to be em- 
ployed, having the advantage, that their rifles 
carry farther than muflcets, and can do more 
execution on the enemy at a diflance, being 
tliemfelves out of his reach. 

The riflemen ought to follow the enemy in 
fmall parties of 20 or 30 men at the diftance of 
five or fix hundred paces. Thefe parties muft 
again divide, by two's or three's, and endeavour, 
if the country permit, to come between the ene- 
my'a flanks and the columns. Their fire muft 
not be direfted upon the flankers, but between 
them, upon the corps. For, if by its elevated 
direction, the ftiot fhould not effeftually kill, yet 
it will difable many for fome time; and the 
fight of a great number of wounded will deprefe 
the enemy as much as a fmall number of killed, 
and a good markfman, at the diflance of fix or 
feven hundred paces, never ought to mifs a divi- 
fion of cavalry or infantry. 

In this manner, if the yagers be fupported by 
cavalry and infantry, and th^ country be fb in-* 
terfe&ed with mountains and woods, they muft 
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endeavour to make the enemy pay dear at every 
ftep; and when they are conduced by officers 
who take a pleafure in, and ftudy this part of 
war, the enemy will hardly be able to retire 
more than a few leagues in a day. 

Should the retreat of the enemy be wilful, 
and he takes every precaution to form his rear- 
guard of infantry with artillery, yagers, dra- 
goons, and hulTars, together, in order that one 
arm may fupport the other, and each profit by 
every advantage which the ground may fuccef- 
fively offisr ; if he never negle6l to cover his 
flanks, occupy, before-hand, thofe defiles which 
he mufl pafs, and thereby cover his rear, he may 
then indeed keep off his purfuers ; but not, how- 
ever, without fome lofs, if thofe who are pur- 
fuing are daring and refolute, and underftand 
their duty, more efpecially if the country be fo 
interfefted, that the retreating party be forced 
to take the high road. 

In the beginning of the year 1777, when Lord 
Cornwallis quartered in and about New-Brunff 
wick,* in order to fupply the want of meat and 
forage, he was frequently forced to make in- 
roads into the enemy's quarters; we had always 
indeed the good fortune to obtain our end, but 
had hardly retired a few paces, than the Ameri- 
cans were fure to appear, and accompany us fo 
warmly to our quarters, that we paid dear enough 
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each time for our little beef and forage, though^ 
we retreated in the heft order, 
' If you know the country, you may eafily gain 
the ftart, to alarm the .middle of one of the ene-. 
my's columns, on his retreat. In the retreat of 
the Englifli army from Montmouth-Court-houfe 
in New-Jerfey, which march lay through very 
ftrong thickets. General Lee was to take, with 
an American corp^, to the right of the flank of 
the Englifli army, whilfl: General Wafliington 
was to attack the rear-guard of General Clinton^ 
when pafling a defil6, of which both fides were 
covered with fwampy thickets ; but the attack 
of General Lee being very flow, the well-projeded 
plan of General Wafliington was wholly fruf- 
trated, and his advance-guard not being fup- 
ported by the attack of General Lee, was de- 
feated. 

I mufl; not forget mentioning the retreat of 
the Pruflian army, under tlie Prince of Pruflia, 
from Bomifli Lippa to Zittau, and the march of 
the King to the fiege of Olmiitz, through Bo- 
hemia, in both of which I am furprized at the 
inaftivity of the Auftrians, who, having fo great 
a number of their bed light troops in their army, 
fliould have fufiered the Pruffians to march 
^hiough a country fo interfered, and in fo fliort 
a time, with the fmall lofs that they fuflained. 
Though the meafures of that great king, and[ of 
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his fkilful and aftive generals, might have been 
ever fo excellent^ and well obeyed, yet had the 
Auftrian Huffars and Croats been more adive, 
'the Pruflians would have fuflfered more than 
they really did; for the countries through which 
the Pruflians had to pafs, were fo interfered with 
woods and defiles, that every ftep ihould have 
coft fome lives, 

It is alfo aftonifhing, that Sir William Howe 
fuffered the Americans, after the battle of Bran* 
dywine River, to retreat fo eafily, and gain the 
Chulkil. The Anfpach and Heflian yagers, fup^ 
ported by both battalions of the Englifh light 
infantry, and both regiments of light dragoons, 
had been fuflicient to ruin in fuch a manner the 
American army, who fled in the greatefl: hafte, 
that it could not have appeared again during the 
whole campaign. But inftead of profiting by 
this favourable moment, the Britifli Commander 
contented himfelf with the honour of having 
routed the enemy, and refted three days on the 
<ield of battle, during which time the Americans 
gained the Chulkil. 

If yovi perceive any diforder in the retreat of 
the enemy, that one arm be not properly fup* 
ported by another, or that a part of the rear be 
too far diflant from the other, or you find that 
he has negleded to cover his flanks ; in any of 
thefe cafes, f;^ll upon him without delay. En- 
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deavour to gain the heights and thickeft wooda 
in fuch mountainous countries with your yagers, 
who inuft inceffantly accompany the enemy, and 
keep up a well-aimed fire, which will harrafs him, 
cod him many men, and retard his march. I 
have very often ieen, during the American war, 
St handful of riflemen hinder our march, embar- 
rais us, and have alfo remarked, how difficult it 
was to injure thefe men who individually aur 
noyed our columns, and advance and rear- 
guards ; I have feen few of thefe men killed^ 
and we, on the contrary, always loft many; and 
fuppofing they were even driven back, they how- 
ever, appeared again in a fhort time. If thefe 
riflemen had been better difciplined, and con- 
duced by officers as perfe6lly acquainted with 
the particular management of this kind of war- 
fare, as they already were with the country and 
inhabitants, I am firmly of opinion, that the 
Englifh would have been forced to have given 
up the war in the fecond year, and Waihington 
vould not have been obliged to have fought a 
fingle battle. 

But in purfuing the enemy, care muft be 
taken not to fall into one of his fnares. For 
example, after the battle of Wilhelmfthal, when 
the allied and French armies were feparated by 
the Fulde, Baron Wintzingeroda remained at 
New-Morfchen, with the Heffian yagers, iu 
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ferder to obfervq the enemy's corps, which wa4 
at Old-Morfchen. It was fuppofed that the 
French would retire in a fliort time,, for which 
reafon Wintzingeroda was iipon his guard, to 
prevent the enemy from retiring unperceivcd* 
The day before the French intended to leave 
their camp, they let their camp and watch-fires 
go out in the night, broke up their tents, and 
concealed themfelves behind the heights of Old- 
Morfchen. Baron Wintzingeroda, who per- 
ceived the alterations in the enemy's camp the 
feme night, croffed the Pulda at day-break, in 
order to follow the enemy, but he had hardly 
approached near to the enemy's camp, than he 
received fuch a heavy artillery fire, that thofe 
of his corps were happy who could regain the. 
right bank of the Fulda. Fortunately for the 
Heffian yagers, the French artillery began to 
open too foon, for the advance guard of Wint- 
zingeroda was fcarcely in the abandoned camp 
of Turpin's huflars, than they began to fire. If 
the French had fuffered the yagers to advance 
nearer, and had fallen upon them with the caval- 
ry, which was concealed on the flank of their 
battery, the moment they had fired, the greater 
part of the yagers would certainly never have 
reached the Fulda. 

When Wafhington found that Sir William 
Howe intended to retire from Ambay to Staaten 
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Iftand, he placed Lor d^Sterlin g with a corps of 
light troops nearly in front of the Britifh camp^ 
ia order to fall upon the rear guards before their 
paffage ; Lord Sterling, who fuppofed that the: 
Engliih, army had already croffed Prince's Bay, 
and the rear guard only were near Am bay, fell 
upon the yager corps in the afternoon with great 
courage, but as his opponent was prepared for 
the reception^ he was forced to retreat, after a 
eonfiderable lofs of killed and prifoners. 

If a partifan think that a battle muft take 
place in a fhort time, he ihould requeft pemrif- 
fion from his commanding general to make an 
attempt upon the flanks or rear of the enemy. 
His march muft be as fecret as poffible, and he 
ihould place himfelf in fuch a manner on the 
fides of the enemy, that if he be routed, one of 
the pafles which the enraiy muft take will be in his 
hands. By fuch an opportunity a part of the 
baggage may be feixed, and the trouble well 
paid. 

If the retreat of the enemy happen in open 
countries, purfue him with cavalry, and fupport 
thefe with infantry ; for ihould he fall upon the 
cavalry, they can retire upon the infantry. It 
is befl, if the ground permit, for the cavalry to 
march in two lines, having intervals of the fame 
^ace which each troop occupies. The fecond 
line follows at the diftattce of 300 paces, eacU 
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troop of this line placed oppofite to the intervals 
of the firft line, in order to fupport it. The flank 
troops of the fecond line muft however outwing 
thofe of the firft by their whole front, and in cafe 
the enemy fliould hazard an attack, or you over- 
take him, thefe muft endeavour to turn his 
flanks. The troops of the firft line have their 
flankers in front, who follow the enemy, conti- 
nually firing their piftols or carbines ; mounted 
riflemen may alfo be employed to annoy and 
create confufion in the enemy's fquadrons, by a 
well-direded fire. A few yagers may alfo be 
mixed with them, to do more execution. Should 
the enemy's cavalry rout yours, the yagers muft 
endeavour to fave themfelves through the inter- 
vals, and fliould they even find themfelves in the 
midft of the enemy's cavalry, they muft throw 
themfelves flat upon the ground, and remain 
there until the enemy's cavalry retire again, who 
will not certainly make a long ftay, nor run the 
rifle of fo much danger, merely for the fake of 
cutting down a few yagers. The latter fpring 
up the moment they find the enemy retire, and 
follow him with a well-aimed fire. If yagers 
were trained and accuftomed to this method of 
fighting, few would ever be loft. In general, 
though the enemy may retreat in the greateft 
order, yet not a day can pafs that he will not 
lofe fome men, if thofe who purfue him be flcil- 
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ful, cool, and coUedled. In the American war,]] 
I have obferved that this manoeuvre was always]! 
executed with great indexterity by the Englifh ; I 
it appeared, as if they were not acquainted with 
it, and were always glad to fee the enemy retire.^ 
The day when Fort Lee was taken by the Eng- 
lifh, I requefted permiflion from a certain ge- 
neral now living, to hang upon the American 
column, who were retiring before our eyes, from 
Fort Lee to Hackenfack, and gave us an oppor- 
tunity of attacking the right flank of their 
march : but I was refufed, though the nature of 
the ground was fuch, that 100 yagers could have 
ruined that column. At New Brunfwick, when 
General Wafhington crofled the Rariton, and 
at Trainton, when he crofled the Delaware ; at 
Rhode Ifland, when General Sulivan made hi» 
retreat to New England, and at German Town, 
we always built a golden bridge for our enemy. 
This is indeed afting in a chriftian-like manner, 
but it is not doing juflice to our king and coun- 
try, for the principal duty of a general is to put 
an end to the war as foon as poflible. 
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SECTION VIL 

Of Ambufcades. 

THOUGH the rules laid down for furprifals, 
are fimilar to thofe for ambufcades, yet it will 
be ufeful to give general rules, in order to direft 
the condudl of the partifan. They are as 
follow : 

1 . Regulate your ambufcade according to the 
ftrength of the enemy, and the nature of the 
ground. If the country be even, employ ca- 
valry, or both arms at the fame time; on the 
contrary, in countries much interfered, light 
infantry muft be employed to the utmoft of their 
ability. 

2. Ufe well difciplined troops, who are not in- 
clined to defertion, and who can be depended 
upon for the greateft filence. 

3. The troops muft be conduced into the am- 
bufcade in fuch a manner, that their footfteps 
cannot be traced, viz. be marched to the fpot 
from the fide, oppofite to which you intend to 
fall upon the enemy. 

4. Ambufcades muft not be laid too foon ; men 
who are forced to remain motionlefs will fuffer 
doubly, from the exceffive heat of the weather, 
and if it be in a fevere winter, their limbs be- 
come 
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come benumbed : in this ftate they will be un- 
able to move on the approach of the enemy, and 
their fpirits be depreffed proportionably to the 
ftiffnefs of their joints. 

5. Ambufcades muft be laid double, treble, 
and fourfold, in order to fall upon the enemy 
on different fides, by which he will have no time 
to coUeft himfelf, or retreat in order. 

6. A referve muft be kept to fend affiftance 
to that place, where the enemy may defend him- 
felf moft refolutely. 

7. The men muft be fo placed, that they be 
ready for a6lion. If they lay down upon the 
ground, it muft be done in the fame order and 
difpofition as when they ftood up. 

8. The men muft have bread and water with 
them, and the cavalry muft have one feed at 
leaft. 

Q. The officers and non-commiffioned officers 
commanding divifions, muft have their atten- 
tion fixed upon their men, as well upon the 
march as during the ambufcade, that no foldier 
may go off; and all the fervants, as they are ge- 
nerally inclined to maraud, muft be conduced 
and watched by an officer, and fome trufty non- 
commiffioned officers. 

10. Horfes that neigh, dogs accuftomed to 
bark, or men who cough or have colds, muft not 
be employed in ambufcades. 

11. Thofe 
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11. Tbofe Ibldiers whofe fidelity you are fully 
affured of, muft be ufed for fentries. Thefe may 
be placed in trees, or they may lay themfelves 
flat on tbe ground, and by a fignal previoufly 
agreed upon, announce the approach of the ene- 
my. For example, give the fentries white hand- 
kerchiefs, to make the concerted fignal, by (hew- 
ing them from behind their backs, but this muft 
be done very near the ground ; the commander 
of the ambufeade muft choofe a place for his 
poft from whence he can immediately difcovep 
this fignal. It is beft to fend officers or trufty 
non-cbmmiflioned officers as fentinels. 

12. All tbe inhabitants, &c. whopafs the am- 
bufeade within a certain diftance, and whom yon 
fiippofe may have difcovered it, muft be feized. 

13. The enemy muft not be wholly furround-^ 
ed, more efpecially if you are inferior to him in 
ftrength, for it might excite him to a defperate i 
refiftaftce. » 

There are few countries in the world, which 
do not afford places for ambufcades. In even 
countries, corn fields, villages, and farms, may 
be occupied. The moft open countries have 
frequently favoured the fuccefs of ambuf- 
cades, l^eing the leaft expeded in fuch places. 
In interfered countries, there are woods^ thick- 
ets, valleys, ravines, hollow ways, uneven 
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gt*ounds, and ditches, in and behind which a 
number of men can be eafily concealed. 

The principal reafons for laying ambufcades 
are as follow : 

1 . To attack, carry off, or deftroy an enemy's 
convoy, the march of which has been afcertain- 
ed, and which you may not conceive yourfelf 
fufficjently ftrong to attack openly* 

3. To draw an enemy's detachment that has 
often annoyed you into a fnare, and to deftroy 
him. 

3* To hinder the enemy in foraging. 

4. To feize couriers with important difpatches, 
or otherwife, principal perfons of the enemy's 
army. 

5. During retreats, . to get rid of a clofe 
purfuit. 

In the firft cafe, three or four different ambuf- 
cades muft be laid, one of which will ferve as a 
referve, by which the part that meets the greateft 
refiftance may be fupported. Three ambufcades 
muft be fo laid, that the head, the center, and 
the rear of the enemy can be attacked at the^ 
fame moment with vigour. In the attack, de* 
tach fmall parties of cavalry to the intervals, in 
order to amufe thofe of the enemy who march 
along the convoy,, and who might colleft and 
fupporfc thofe parts of the convoy which might 
be attacked, obfcrving that your parties of csl- 
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valTjjjnjint (>ngflgrft it^ frrjnns a/^iortj but only 

fldm^^ Thofe however who 

are in the real attack, muft not lofe their time 
by firing, but after the firft volley charge the 
enemy with fixed bayonets, at the fame time 
giving a loud fhout, in order to fpread confu-- 
fion throughout the whole. 

If you have fcertain intelligence, ' when and 
where the enemy intend to forage, lay in that 
country different ambufcades of cavalry, fup- 
ported by infantry, who, fliould the enemy neg- 
left the neceffary precaution, muft rufli at once 
upon the efcort of the foragers, drive them back, 
and endeavour to penetrate even amidft 'the 
foragers. You muft endeavour to kill as many 
men and horfes as poflible, take with you what 
you can, ^nd retreat as quick as you advanced* 
As with troops not well difciplined, the fervants, 
as well as the foldiers of the efcort, endeavour 
by this opportunity to go marauding, it will be 
v€ry eafy tq take a number of men and horfes 2 
fuch marauders, who often commit the moft 
fhocking barbarities in the villages, at which hu- 
manity ihudders, muft be cut down, or at leaft 
feverely beaten, reproaching them with their 
crimes, in the prefence of the inhabitants, by 
which you recommend yourfelf, whether it be in 
an enemy's country or otherwife, and gain the 
^ttaqhment of the whole country. I cannot 

con^ 
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conceive, why the Duke of Lauzun, who ftood 
with his legion five leagues from Gloucefter, be- 
fore the allied army undertook the fiege of York, 
fufFered the corps near Gloucefter to forage 
quietly, even until the laft day. I hardly know 
any country more adapted for ambufcades, than 
that from SauFs Plantation to Gloucefter Courtr 
houfe. All the Plantations, which were foraged 
in this country, are furrounded with thickets, 
having much underwood, and intelligence of our 
foraging could not te unknown to the enemy, as 
every inhabitant of the country was difaffeded 
towards us, and it was always known in camp 
the evening before, whether the following day 
Ihould be for foraging. 

If you have a knowledge of the chara6ler of 
your enemy's commander, that he be pafllon- 
ate,. and yet but a novice in warfare; it may 
be concluded, that he will be eager to dif- 
tinguifh himfelf In this cafe, it- will feldom 
fail, if you lay an ambufcade, during the night- 
time, in the neighbourhood of the enemy's out- 
pofts, and fend at day-break a fmall party to 
annoy them, and the pat roles, which as foon as 
attacked, muft retreat by the ambufcade; at 
which time the concealed men muft then rufli 
out and cut oiF the purfuers. But you muft, in 
fuch cafe, avoid committing the fault, which ^ 
certain Lieutenant-Colond did near Gloucefter, 

It 
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It was in the laft foraging that was undertaken 
before the fiege of York, I had the advance 
guard, with 100 cavalry, and as many yagers 
and rangers ; I was to fet out two hours before 
day-light, and as foon as I had left Saul's Plan- 
tation behind, to extend a chain in order to 
cover the foraging, during which, in cafe of an 
enemv's attack the above mentioned lieutenant- 
colonel was to fupport me with 200 cavalry ; for 
Lord Cornwallis had received certain intelligence 
that the allied army would advance to the fiege 
on the following day ; I had fcarcely taken the 
neceflary meafures, than a fmall number of 
French huflars and mounted Virginian volunteers 
appeared, with whom I fkirmiflied. The forag- 
ing ended fortunately, and Colonel Dundas, 
who commanded the whole, ordered me to retire, 
adding, that he had left this lieutenant-colonel 
with 200 cavalry upon the left of the road as an 
ambufcade in a thicket, in order to furprife, from 
thence, the enemy's party, that would certainly 
purfue me, leaving to me the taik of decoying 
them. I coUefted my pofts, and made the rear 
with thirty cavalry. The enemy purfued me; I 
paifed by the ambufcade, and the enemy conti- 
nued hanging upon me ; but inftead of the com- 
mander of the ambufcade having patience a few 
minutes longer, he fallied out, when only fome 
pf the enemy's flankers had paffed, by which the 

plan 
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plan turaed out fo unfavourable, that only two 
volunteers were taken prifoners. 

As good and brave foldiers as the Britifli are, 
yet they are not calculated for the petite guerreX 
for they have not the patience, which is fo highly 
neceflary to this tedious and toilfome part of 
war. In the fame campaign, another fault of 
this kind fruftrated a plan in which I had nearly 
^ fucceeded. It was in the country of Great- 
bridge, where General Arnold had entrenched a 
poft which covered the pafs from Portfmouth to- 
wards North Carolina; the general had received 
intelligence, that the enemy intended to carry 
this poft : To prevent which, a detachment of 
500 men was fent there in order to ftrengthen it. 
The detachment had hardly arrived, when in- 
formation was received, that the enemy was on 
his march with 1500 men, had artillery, and were 
provided with fafcines and ladders. Having 
been fome time before in this country with Co- 
lonel Simcoe, beyond Camp's Landing, I re* 
marked, that only one road led out of North 
Carolina on that fide to this poft, which had 
been made about a fmall league diftant by help 
of a dyke, through an impenetrable morafs, and 
which ran zig-zag for 800 or 1000 paces; this 
road onwards from the dyke, as far as within a 
quarter of a league from Greatbridge, was bor-- 
dered on both fides with thickets; in confe- 
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quence, 1 requefted permiffion from the com- 
mander of the detachment, to lay myfelf in 
ambufcade in the thicket which was along the 
road before day-break. I obtained leave, and 
took a reinforcement of as- many Britiih, as 
made up 250 men with my yagers; I arrived 
two hours before day-light near the dyke, di- 
vided my detiachment in four equal parts> laid 
two ambufcades on each fide of the road, that 
on the left nearly upon the dyke, and that upon 
the right 100 paces farther up, in order that th^ 
firing of the one divifion might not injure the 
other. 4 or 500 paces farther from the dyke I 
laid in the fame manner, two other ambufcades^ 
and placed the greater part of my riflemen ia 
the ambufcade neareft the dyke, in order to cre- 
ate more confufion among the enemy by a de- 
ftruftive fire ; I ftationed a double pofl; of infantry 
at the diflance of a mufl^et-ihot from the dyke, 
where I remained myfelf to commarld the firft 
firing, which was to be as a fignal for the am- 
bufcades to fall upon the enemy after the firft 
volley, and at the fame time to give a loud fhout; 
for my intention was, to fuffer 5 or 6oo men to 
pafs the dyke, all of whom would certainly have 
been loft; for thofe who were behind them, on 
account of the length and narrownefs of the 
dyke, could have afforded no aflifl:ance, and 
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would certainly have taken flight to avoid the 
fqare into which their comrades had fallen. 

I had given orders for all fmall patroles of the 
enemy to pafs unmolefted. About ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, a patrole of four riflemen ap- 
peared, who perceiving the fentries, returned 
over the dyke. 

The enemy not appearing in the afternoon, 
the commander of the detachment was impa- 
tient, and called me ofi^. I requefted permiffiou 
tQ remain until evening, but he ordered me a 
fe.cond time to leave the place, that the whole 
was a falfe alarm, and that he intended to patrole 
towards the enemy. I had hardly drawn up 
nly ambufcade, arid my commander jufl: arrived 
with the remaining part of the detachment, than 
a detachment of the enemy appeared, but which, 
after perceiving the red coats, retreated precipi- 
tately over the dyke ; a part of the cavalry pur^ 
fued, and took an officer of the jdragoons, whofe 
horfe had fallen down with him. I experienced 
only difappointment as a recompence for my 
trouble, and we marched back again the fame 
evening. 

If you be often annoyed, efpecially in winter 
quarterly, it is eafy, by well laid ambufcades, to tire 
out the enemy. This nmft not however be done 
immediately upon his having alarmed you once or 
twice, but let him become daring, which will cer- 
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tainly be the cafe, if you permit different parties 
to go here and there unmolefted. For example: 
during the winter in the beginning of 1777, when 
the corps under Lord Cornwallis were quartered 
in and round New Brunfwick, the cordon, more 
efpecially that^of the yager pofts, was daily 
alarmed by the Americans, who, elated by the 
affair of Trainton, had become very daring. 
The cordon of thefe quarters formed a circle, of 
which Brunfwick was the centre, and the river 
.Rariton the diameter, which (in the vicinity of 
my poft at Landing), was not more than 100 
paces wide. The left wing of my pofl extended to 
the left bank of this river, where it had a ford 
which I kept occupied in the day-time by a dou- 
ble pofl, but from which I retired in the night, 
as it lay too far out of my chain towards the 
enemy. On the oppofite fide of the river to this 
pofl was a parfonage-houfe, having a barn behind 
it, by which the high road led from Rocky 
Hill to Brunfwick. The Americans had difco- 
vered by fpies, that before I occupied this pofl 
in the morning, I fearched this country as far 
as the river, where there were different ravines, 
in which the enemy might have concealed him- 
felf in the night-time : a number of riflemen, as 
the fpring was then approaching, had feveral 
nights fneaked along one after the other into the 
above-mentioned barn, from whence they fired, 
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as fooQ as tht patrbles approaicbed the rivef, hf 
which one yager was feverely wounded. As I 
was not inclined (out of humanity to the prieft, 
though he was no loyalift), to bum doMni the 
barn ; and as I wiflied to get rid of thefe vi- 
fitors, who would probably have killed many 
more brave yagers, (who made up the ftrength 
of both, the firft companies, which Captain Wre- 
den and I had brought to America, and who 
were already reduced from 250 to about 120)y I 
had recourfe to an ambufcade, which fully an- 
fwered our purpofe. Each company was pro- 
vided with a light two-pounder. 

The night before I laid the ambufcade, I toolt 
tlie cannoneer, ihewed him the place where the 
field piece Ihould be conduced, I made him^ 
three fignals by white rods, of three different ihots 
which he was to fire one after the other, as foou 
as he (hould hear a fliot from the barn. On the 
road where the field piece was to be placed, was 
a thin hedge, which I ordered to be made fo 
thick in the night-time, that the field piece could 
not be feen through it. Before day-break^ I 
ordered it to be drawn to the intended place, 
under an efcort, and I placed Lieutenant Trau- 
tetter (who, in bravery had fcarcely his equal, 
and who was a great lofs to the corps, being af? 
terwards killed at Brandy Wine River), with 30 
yagers, on the bank of th^ river beyond &e 
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barn, with dire6iiotis to keep his eye upon flie 
ddor of it ; and as the left bank of the river was 
here bordered with meadows, the yagers were to 
lie flat upon the ground, and not fhew them- 
felves before the Americans fliould be diflodg^d 
from the barn by the artillery. At day-break I 
made a patrole, and as foon as I approached the 
river, a few Ihots were fired from the barn. The 
artillery-man began to fire, and on the third fliot 
the enemy's detachment ruftied out. As foon as 
the yagers in the ambufcude perceived it^ they 
rofe up, and direfted their fire fo well, that the 
greater part of the enemy's party was either 
killed or wounded j and from that time we re- 
mained unmolefted. 

One may alfo decoy an enemy into an ambuf- 
cadc, by driving herds of cattle or a number jrf 
waggons, in the neighbourhood of the enemy'i . . , - 
poll, and laying an ambufcade at fome diftance, 
which ruflies out immediately, when the enemy 
believes himfelf mafter of the booty. The farthet 
you are from the enemy, the more eafily fuch 
plan will fucceed ; but thofe who drive the cattle, >.:. 
or cotiduA the waggons, muft be refolute fol- "[^ 
diers, drefled like country people ; for fervants or 
peafantry would not hazard themfelves fo neat 
|he enemy, or would perhaps run away too foon. 

Much as ambufcades frighten the enemy, and 
^ive th§ foldiers a relifli for the petite guerre 
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when fucccfsful, yet the more care muft be 
taken that they be not laid too often, and fall 
out contrary to your wifli, in which cafe the 
confidence of the foldiers will be eafily ahenated 
from their commander. The principal rule is, to 
know your enemy and the country. But ihould 
an ambufcade be laid in vain, retire from it with 
the greateft filence without being difcovered by 
any one, and not follow the example of that man,, 
whom Colonel Wurmb placed in ambufcade in 
the campaign of 1779, ^^ the church-yard near 
PhiHps Blidge, and ordered, if the enemy did not 
appear, to return filently at day break. The 
enemy did not appear, and the dextrous parti 
fan called back his fen tries with the bugle. It 

eard it with 
my own ear3. 



SECTION VIII. 

Of Retreats. 

EVERY retrogade march, whether wilful or 
forced, is a retreat. The firft is not fubjeft to fo 
great difficulties, fince you have time to confider 
before-hand what meafures to take afterwards ; 
but in the latter, it is quite otherwife ; the enemy 
in general gives you no time, he hangs upon you 
before you can colle6i yourfelf ; he is generally 
fuperior in forcp ; his foldiers, who have gained 
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fome advantage, believe themfelves better and 
ftronger, and are more daring, than yours, who 
by being continually annoyed, become weary 
and diflatisfied. 

I will now confider retreats which are made 
before a purfuing enemy of a fuperior force. 
JHere the commander of a corps or detachment 
may fhew his talents, his fkill and knowledge m 
the art of war, and his courage. ' The hero fliews 
himfclf in his real greatnefs ; and ancient as well 
as modern hiftory, never beftow greater eulo- 
giums upon generals, than in their defcriptions 
of brilliant retreats. 

The fuccefs of a retreat depends entirely upon 
a knowledge of the country, underilanding how 
to employ and place your troops, that one may 
defend and fupport the other; and in knowing 
how to take an immediate refolution in every 
occurrence and alteration, in order to refift the 
impetuofity of the enemy. 

The fituation of the country may render one 
retreat more toilfome than another: in an open 
country the motions of the enemy may be feen 
at a dillance, and his intentions often fruflrated. 
But in a njountainous country, or one interfefled 
with woods, it is far more difficult, fince every 
ftratagem and manoeuvre max be employed ; 
and I again repeat, that it is abfolutely necef- 
fary to endeavour to acquire -the moft perfefl: 
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knowledge of the country in which war is car- 
ried on, fo that at every ftep backwards, you 
may always know beforcrhand where cavalry, 
infantry, or artillery, fliould be employed fepa- 
xately, and where they can be ufed together. 

The courfe of rivers fliould be known; you 
inuft be acquainted with the bridges, fords, and 
defil6es in your rear. You ought to confider 
before-hand where ambufqades can be laid, by 
which you can retard the enemy, but ought to 
be certain of your advantage before you under- 
take them, fo as not to engage without neceffity. 
You muft know more than one Toad, and make 
ufe of your ingenuity to alter, or form plans, ac- 
cording to circumflances. 

If the retreat happen in an open country^ 
your welfare depends upon the accuracy of your 
difpofitions. In this cafe, place your corps in a 
line, the light infantry in the centre, leaving 
intervals between each company for platoons of 
riflemen, and place the cavalry in eight divifions, 
on both flanks of the infantry. As foon as the 
fignal for the retreat be given, all even diviflons 
niuft retire to a certain diftaqce, and halt and 
front; the odd divifions who during this oppofed 
the enemy, and covered their retreat, having 
their flcirmiftiers. two or three hundred paces in 
front, and on both flanks, and the riflemen rauft 
now be in extended order : this line Fetires, asi 
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foon as the other has formed, under cover of the 
fire of their flankers, marches through the inter-» 
vals of the ftanding Une, and forms up in the 
fame manner as the firft at a certain diftance. 
In this manner one line retreats through the 
other, until the enemy has given up the purfuit 
But the flankers of the cavahy and riflemen of 
that part which {lands formed up, muft, when 
the advancing line is only one hundred paces 
from it, fall out, to fupport and relieve thofe * 
who are fkirmifliing. The retreating line callipg 
in again their flankers and riflemen, when they 
have pafled one hundred paces through the in- 
tervals of thofe that are, formed up. If the 
flankers be prefled too hard by the enemy, they 
muft Tetreat towards the divifions that have re- 
mained formed, and the ftanding hne moves up 
in order to gain the intervals. 

In this cafe the riflemen muft lofe no time, but 
form up in the intervals purpofely left for them. 
The two troops on the wings retire to the diftance 
of one or two hundred paces, in order to cover 
both flanks, and to fall upon thofe of the ene- 
my's cavalry on his attack j thefe troops muft 
not, however, place themfelves behind the line, 
but fo as to outwing the line, by their whole 
front. In this pofture you may, if you are 
forced to fight, wait the enemy's approach ; but 
it is better to gQ and meet him^ if be be not far 
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diftant ; for a refolute movement forward gives 
courage to your foldiers and embarrafies the 
enemy, by its being unexpe6led. Should fome 
parties of the enemy purfue fo far from their 
main body, that they cannot be immediately 
fupported, you muft take advantage of this fa- 
vourable moment, and fall upon them. But, as 
foon as you have chailifed their imprudence, 
make your retreat in the former order. 

If you find on your march, buflies, ponds, or 
ravines, or be proceeding near the banks of 
rivers, draw towards them for appui, and make 
your difpofition accordingly. For inftance, clofe 
your infantry to a pond, ravine, or river, cover- 
ing the other flank with cavalry, but a buih or 
a fmall thicket muft be occupied by your infan- 
try, or only your riflemen, and the cavalry ihould 
be placed near. Upon the whole, take every 
advantage of the ground. 

Should you be purfued by a fuperior number 
of cavalry, the infantry muft retire by column of 
fub-divifions, and your cavalry be placed in two 
lines en echequier on both wings, covered by the 
fire of the infantry who can form up and front, 
on all fides, by this difpofition. Suppofing the 
corps or detachment, which is forced to retreat, 
before a fuperior number of cavalry, to confift 
of 2000 infantry and 1000 cavalry, I would 
divide the infantry into two columns, and my 
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cavalry into two divifions, one of which fhould 
be placed between the head, and the other be- 
tween the rear of both columns. In this difpo- 
fition there will be no difficulty in moving ; you 
can front on all fides with rapidity, the cavalry 
is covered by the fire of the infantry, they can 
a6i with fecurity when a favourable opportunity 
offers, and can find fupport every moment ; th? 
infantry in fuch fituation, will be attacked by 
cavalry with difficulty ; I think that this difpo- 
fition would be the mod favourable, if yoa 
ihould be forced to retreat before a fwarm of 
Tartars or Coflacks. Should you have artillery 
m fuch a cafe, it muft be drawn on the flanks 
of the head and rear of both columns. 

If you find that you cannot withftand a fupe- 
rior force of cavalry, order yours to fave them- 
felves by flight, and having formed the fquare, 
retreat with your infantry; for it is better to 
lofe a part than the whole, a party of infantry 
being fooner replaced than good cavalry. For 
example, after the winter expedition in 1760,, 
when the allied army left the Wetterau, gave up 
the fieges of Caflel and Ziegenheyn, and returned 
into Wefl:phalia, General Luckner, with his huflar 
regiment and the Schlotheim grenadier battalion, 
which confifted of 4 grenadier companies of the 
Heflian guards, was fallen upon on his retreat by 
jnore than 30 fquadrons of French cava,lry. This 
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Auftrians, under General de Ville, wiflied to 
drive off General Fouquet from his ftrong poft 
near Landfliut in Silefia, the latter fent Major 
Franclin to occupy the fmall town of Freyburg 
.with 200 men, in order to maintain the commu- 
nication with Schweidnitz. On the approach 
* of the Auftrians, the major was forced to leave 
this poft, having no orders to defend himfelf 
againft a fuperior force at the rifque of his laft 
man. He endeavoured to retreat to Schweid- 
nitz, and intended at firft to march along the 
Polfnitz, but as he was overtaken and furround- 
ed on this march by the Auftrian cavalry, he 
determined, with great prefence of mind, to at-p 
tempt the laft refource, and formed the fquare. 
He expe6led to pafs the Plain, and attain a 
thicket, called the Nonnenbufh, but before he 
could reach it, he was feveral times attacked by 
the Auftrian cavalry, whom however he repulfed 
and drove back each time, bv a well-direded 
fire. The Auftrian general, who was not far 
diftant, hearing the fire of the fmall arms, haften- 
ed with more cavalry, and renewed the attack, 
whereby, in the end, tliis handful of brave 
Pruflians, having fired away all their ammuni- 
tion, and being wholly exhaufted, was forced to 
yield. The Auftrian general, who efteemed merit 
even in an enemy, ftopped the fury of the ca- 
valry, faved the lives of many of thefe brave 
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men, and honoured the Pruffian Major, and all 
under his command, with the higheft praife. 

Secondly. In the fame war, a Saxon batta- 
lion retreated, not far from Langenfalza, in the 
bed order, before the Heffian dragoon guards, 
under the then Colonel Heifter. They direfted 
their fire fo well at every attack, that the dra- 
goons were repulfed each time with great lofs; 
But as tlie Colonel, fully aflured of the bravery 
of his dragoons, would not relinquifli his defign, 
he renewed the attack, and the whole Saxon 
battalion was in a few minutes cut to pieces. 

As thefe two examples are illuftrative of thfe 
advantage of cavalry, I muft now mention one, 
which will prove the poffibility of infantry, in 
the before-mentioned difpofition, being able to 
"withftand the bed cavalry. It was when the 
Swedes, in the year 1758, entered the Pruffian 
dominions, and General Wedel, after the Ruffians 
had been routed, near Zomdorf, by the King of 
Pruffia, haftened there with his corps, in order 
to drive out the Swedes from Brandenburgian 
and Pruffian Pomerania. The Pruffian general 
received intelligence on his march, that a Swedifli 
detachment had advanced over Fehrbellin, in 
order to forage. The general, on this informa- 
tion, took Moring's huffiirs, and Pletting's dra- 
goons, and found the referve of the Swedes near 
Terrau, which confided of 100 cavalry and 20p 
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approaching cavalry: if th6 cavalry cbargfe, they 
liiuft give the firft volley at 100 pacies diftant, 
which will coft men and horfes ; the firft rank 
ttiuft not fire until it be able to make the enemy 
feel wadding, ball, and bayonet at once : but 
it may be poffible, that after the riflemen have 
coolly fired, the courage of the enemy will be 
abated : perhaps it may be alfo poffible, that the 
cavalry are ihy at the fire of the riflemen, and Mall 
give up fo dear an attack. I have often been 
fent in the American war with only yagers 
againft the enemy, but was always aflured, that 
if the cavalry braved the fire, it would feldom 
happen, that their attack was repulfed by the 
bayonets ; I therefore always marched on with 
confidence, and ihould have been ftill more con- 
fident with a fquare of yagers againft cavalry, 
than with one of infantry armed with bayonets, 
which in the prefent day the foldier carries more 
for a load and ornament than for defence, and 
which, from the ftraightnefs of the ftocks, are 
very unhandy for firing and charging. 

In mountainous countries, the cavalry ought 
to march before, and the light infantry bring up 
the rear. The riflemen ihould endeavour to gain 
thofe heights which cover the roads ; they muft 
be divided in fmall parties, and fearch the moun- 
tains on both fides of the road, along which the 
whole intend to march ; they muft endeavour to 
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keep off the enemy from the flank, ihould any 
of his patroles have approached unexpeftedly by 
a narrow path. 

If you be overtaken by the enemy in fuch a 
circumfcribed country, and forced to make a 
(land, both parties are equal, and the moft refo- 
lute attack will decide the day, as the enemy, 
though fuperior, cannot attack you with a larger 
front than your own. In this cafe, if the defile 
fire can be employed, the light infantry will be 
able, under its protedion, to attack the enemy 
or retire. 

If you perceive that the fire does great exe- 
cution, charge the enemy with the bayonet ; but 
the moment you have driven him back, endea* 
vour to renew your march in the heft order. 

If during your retreat in fuch countries you 
be continually molefled by the enemy, and you 
know that the country is more open a little far- 
ther, fend a part of your troops into that coun* 
try immediately, who muft fearch out a place 
for an ambufcade there, into which you can de- 
coy the enemy, if purfuing too eagerly. For 
inilance, as the Pruflian army under Prince 
Henry in the campaign of 1758, retreated to- 
wards Drefden, and the detached corps at Ga- 
mich and Maxen were forced to abandon their 
pojds, the Pruflians were continually moleiled 
^nd attacked on their march, in the country of 
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Keffeldorf, by the Croats and huflars of the 
Auftrians. In order to decoy them into the 
open field, and get rid of them, the then Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Belling placed himfelf with his 
huflars in ambufcade in a village that flood on 
the road fide, whilfl in the mean time the Croats, 
who thought their rear fecure, advanced nearer 
and nearer to the plain. The free battahon of 
Wunfch and a fquadron of Meinicke dragoons 
endeavoured to attack them in front, whereupon 
the Croats retreated to\vards the village, in order 
to fecure their rear. Lieutenant Colonel Belling 
hereupon fell upon them out of his ambufcade, 
killed or wounded more th^/fi 2000, and the 
Pruflians renewed their march afterwards unjuo- 
lefted. 

Should you have a river on your rear, and you 
are forced to pafs it by means of a bridge or a 
ford, make yourfelf mafler of it in time, becaufe 
the enemy will certainly endeavour to gain it, if 
he underftand his duty. In this cafe, fend a 
party of your cavalry there, who ihould alight, 
in order to occupy the oppofite bank on both 
fides of the bridge or ford. If the pafs be a de- 
file, occupy the heights at the entrance and iflue, 
in which the mounted riflemen fliould be em- 
ployed. Colonel Donop, who was at M ontholly 
during the unfortunate affair at Trenton, fent, 
the moment he had intelligence of it, Captain 
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Lorey with his few mounted yagers, in order to 
occupy the pals of Crofwick, by which General 
Wafliington could have cut off the Donap corps 
from that under Lord Cornwallis, a part of 
which flood at Princetown. 

An officer who is entrufted M^ith fuch a poft, 
muft, as foon as he arrives there, patrole the 
country on the oppofite fide of the river or defil^, 
to be certain that no enemv is in the neighbour- 
hood, or in cafe he find the enemy, that he may 
have time to take proper meafures for the de- 
fence of his poft, which ought to be maintained 
to the laft man. In fuch an inftance, you muft 
not entruft an officer merely by the rofter, but 
appoint one, whofe flcill, courage, and refolution 
you are alTured of, which will alfo be the beft 
means to eftablifli emulation among the officers. 

The rofter according to feniority in a light 
corps in war time, where the unfkilfulnefs or ir- 
refolution of an officer has fo frequently occa- 
fioned the lofs of the honour, liberty, and lives 
of fo many men, has always appeared to me like 
the elefting of a burgomafter in a free imperial 
city, where the municipality affembled round a 
table, and laid down their honourable heads and 
grey beards upon it ; on the middle of the table 
was placed aloufe, which loufe on marching into 
the beard of one of them, decided the eledlion 
of the dignity of burgomafter. 

If 
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If you have a little the advance of the enemy, 
and you have paffed a bridge, ford, or defile in 
your retreatj you muft, fliould there be a village 
in the neighbourhood, take fomc harrows, and 
throw them into the ford, and flop up the 
bridge or defil6 with trees or waggons, two 
wheels of the latter of which muift be taken off. 
If time permit, and it be a wooden bridge, burn 
or deftroy if. . Should the enemy be too near to 
allow this, kill two or three horfes or cows 
upon the bridge, or in the middle of the defile, 
by which means you may retard the enemy's 
cavalry for a fliort time, fince a horfe will fel- 
dom pafs by a dead animal, and the'leaft obftacle 
gives you an opportunity to continue your 
. advance. 

If the enemy hang upon you, and you be 
forced to retreat in his fight, through fuch nar- 
row pafe, the cavalry muft defile firft, half of 
whom muft, as foon as they have paffed it, dif- 
mount, and occupy the bank on both fides of 
the bridge, or the heights of the defil6, in order 
to cover the paffage of the remainder by their 
fire ; the riflemen fhould follow and fupport the 
fire of the cavalry. The light inftmtry, who 
form up on this fide of the bridge, ihould fire 
by files or platoons, to retard the enemy, and 
muft fucceffively retire by files from both flanks, 
but the center divifion in front of the bridge or 
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defil6 fhouid face about, and fire by files in re- 
treating. The cavalry mount again, the mo- 
ment the riflemen have fpread out on both fides 
of the pafs, and retire from the firing. If you 
cannot go round the pafs, preferve this difpofi- 
tion until night begins, for the enemy will find 
it difficult to attack fuch a pafs by force, th* 
gaining of which would coft many men. But 
fliould they attempt to take it by force, you muft 
facrifice fome in order to fave the greater part 
In this manner, in the campaign of 1760, Gt^ 
neral Luckner was forced to facrifice the grena- 
dier company of the Tratnbach thorps, in order 
to fave his huflars and yagers ; for he had tb* ♦ 
whole advance guard of the French army upon 
him at once in a defil6 near Wildungen. Th^ 
captain of this company, whofe brave grenadiers 
were either killed or wounded, alfo faved by his 
courage and refolution the whole Luckner corps. 
I am particularly forry, that I cannot remember 
the name of this brave man, for no heroic deed 
fhould remain hidden from pofterity,as nothing ex- 
cites men more to great adions, than the exam- 
ples of thofe diftinguifhed charadlers, which hif- 
tory recfords. How much is it to be wiihed, that 
acolieftion of great military a6lions were felefted 
from hiftory, to ferve as introduftory inftruftion 
to youth in military colleges: fuch might be 
made ufe of for tranflations into foreign Ian-, 
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guages,^ and would certainly be no little (limulus 
to a<!rts of heroifm and magnanimity. 

If you form the rear of an army or ftrong 
corps, Avhich is forced to retreat, or you coyer 
with your corps either of the flanks, you muft 
employ all your force, in order to be ferviceable 
to the array during the retreat, for as you may 
always be ealily fupported, you may hazard more 
than when you are left alone with a fmall corps, 
and have to think of your own fafety. In every 
retrograde tlep that you take, and in every pafs 
which you are forced to leave, lay all poflible ob- 
ftacles in the way of the enemy, to retard his 
motions. 

If the enemy be delayed in his march by bad 
and narrow roads, place yourfelf upon one of the 
enemy's flanks. For inftance. General Maxwell 
placed himfelf in the Iron Mountains, near 
Crutches Mill, in Penfylvania, and having turned 
the right flank of Sir William Howe's march, this 
general was forced to attack and repulfe him, be- 
fore he could proceed any farther, whereby Ge- 
neral Wafliington gained a whole march from the 
Britifli. 

If your army be fo clofely prefled by the ene- 
my, that a part of the artillery and baggage may 
be loft, or be fo entangled among defil6s, that 
it cannot eafily proceed, you muft rather facrifice 
all than flee. In fuch a cafe, you muft encou- 
rage 
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rage yoiir men, and reprefent to tliem that tKeir 
good condu6k will be obferved by the whole 
army, and that this is the moment to gain im- 
mortal reputation. It is fcarcely credible, what 
an efFe6l a few energetic words will have upon 
the foldier, and animate him in thefe critical cir- 
cumftances, particularly if the commander appear 
cheerful and confident : recoiled always the old 
faying, he who never runs, can never be pur- 
fued. For inftance, in a foraging that was un- 
dertaken from New Brunfwick to Quibeltown, 
I made the rear after it was ended, with my. 
yager company and a detachment of the Englifli 
light infantry. The country was interfe6led with 
mountains and thickets; I therefore placed the 
light infantry in the cefitre, and the yagers upon 
both flanks : I had fcarcely retreated a ftep than 
the enemy appeared, and prefled me on all fides. 
General Leflie rode up to me at the moment 
when a party of riflemen fiell upon my right flank; 
the general himfelf thought, that if I were not 
fupported, many men and waggons mufl be loft. 
I reached a fmall height at this moment, which 
lay in a thick wood : my plan was formed in- 
ftantly, I ordered the bugle horn to found the 
attack, and rufhed vigoroufly upon thefe defpe* 
radoes, many fell by the bayonets of the light 
infantry, and the enemy renounced the purfuit. 
Lord Cornwallis teftified his approbation in ge- 
neral 
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neral orders, and each yager received a prefent 

of a dollar. 

Should a corps or detachment, notwithftand- 
\ : ing the beft difpofition, be routed, and its retreat 

become a flight, my advice is, never to take the 
[ ^ common method of rallying, and endeavour to 

coUeft the hindmoft men for refiftance. There 

I 

^ is no other refource in this cafe, than that the 
■ commander endeavour to reach the firft fugitives, 
and here begin to form his men, which will be 
eafily done, as they fee behind them many more 
for prote6l;ion, and if you have only once formed 
fome files, there will be no difficulty in perfuad- 
ing all the following to fall in. But if you will 
purfue the common method, and cry out Halt I 
Stand ! you will only coUeft a few files, who at 
laft, feeing the others run away, will do the fame 
on the approach of the enemy. 

On concluding this fmall work, I will once 
more remark, that a commander at the levy or 
formation of a light corps, and alfo when war 
allows him leifure, fliould endeavour to difci- 
pline his men, according to the before defcribed 
occurrences in war ; if he do this, there will be 
nothing new to his officers and men, he may 
perform with them whatever is great and noble, 
and even furmount apparent impoffibilities* 

FINIS. 
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